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MAGSPARK TRANSFORMER 


ventional type coil. 


MALLORY [J DISTRIBUTOR 


MALLORY “BEST” COIL. 


The very finest in automotive ignition has been offered by MALLORY for over a quarter of a century. Always years ahead 
in design and workmanship, a whole generation of drivers who KNOW and WANT performance have “Mallory equipped” 
their cars. A complete system is available in varying price ranges suited to the individual taste and degree of investment. 
The MALLORY DISTRIBUTOR of today is the result of over twenty-five years of constant research and development. 
It is the finest in its field and when installed with the MAGSPARK TRANSFORMER, the latest and most revolutionary 
addition to the Mallory line, performances are achieved which amaze the most discriminating owners. The MALLORY COIL 
was named the “BEST” of a long line of fine coils by its designer, and is still rated BEST" by thousands of satisfied users. 
For the owner who desires a limited investment, a complete line of dual-point conversions is available for most cars 
and trucks as shown below. Mallory assemblies give an advantage over other makes because Mallory STABILIZED Breaker- 
Points are used and conversions are available for use with the Magspark transformer as well as the single-primary con- 


Mallory conversion plate, assembly 
No. 25050 complete with STABILIZED 
BREAKERS and Condenser. Can be 
used with the Mallory Magspark Trans- 
former, as well as with the single- 
primary ignition coils of the conven- 
tional type and the Mallory Best Coil. 


NASH STATESMAN ...... 1948-53 
PACKARD, 6 Cyl. (Delco) .. 1941-47 
CHEVROLET TRUCK ...... 1933-53 ge 
INTERNATIONAL TRUCK .. 1941-53] “ 
1938-53 


WHITE TRUCK, 6 Cyl. (Delco) .... All 
MACK TRUCK, 6 Cyl. (Delco) .... All 
FARM TRACTOR, 6 Cyl. (Delco) .. All 


FOR SiX CYLINDER ONLY 


BUICK (Special).......... 1950- 
CADILLAC (V-8)......... 1950-53 


BUICK (Roadmaster-Super). . 1950-52 | PACKARD (8 Cyl. Delco). . .1950-53 
OLDSMOBILE (V-8)....... 1950-53 


PONTIAC (8 Cyl.)........ 1950-53 
STUDEBAKER (V-8)....... 1951-53 


Assembly No. 24990 Ball-bearing dual-point advance 
plate can be used in the above cars, the same as our 
Assembly No. 25000. However, it will not work with 
the conventional type or the Mallory Best Coil. It is 
especially designed to operate the circuits of the 
Mallory Magspark Transformer and must be used only 
with this transformer. Assembly No. 25000 Ball-bearing 
dual-point advance plate is designed for use with the 
single-primary ignition coils of the conventional type 
and the Mallory Best Coil. 


ASSEMBLY NO. 25000 


Ford V-8 and Mercury, 1949-50-51- 52-53 
Lincoln, 1950-51 
Ford Trucks, 8 Cyl., 1948-49-50-51 


Assembly No. 25060 can be used in the above cars, the 
same as our Assembly No. 24900. However, it will not 
work with the conventional type or the Mallory Best 
Coil. It is especially designed to operate the circuits of 
the Mallory Magspark Transformer and must be used 
only with this Transformer. Assembly No. 24900 is de- 
signed for use with the single-primary ignition coils of 
the conventional type and the Mallory Best Coil. 


NASH RAMBLER 1950-52 ve 
iG. 
ASSEMBLY NO. 25050 
ASSEMBLY NO. 24990 
ASSEMBLY NO. 25060 ASSEMBLY 24900 
Samoa ee MALLORY ELECTRIC CORPORATION e¢ 12416 Cloverdale Ave. © DETROIT 4, MICH. | 


Mallory Products Advertised on the Opposite Page are Sold by the Following Concerns: 
Just a few have been listed. If your clfy Is not included, write fo the factory for name of dealer nearest fo you. 


ALABAMA NEW YORK 
Birmingham Greenberg Auto Parts Co., 1131 3rd Ave., N. Buffalo Kar Motor Rebuilders, Inc., 1159 Jefferson St. 
Dothan Dothan Auto Parts Co. New York City Bethlehem Equipment Corp., Ltd., 109 W. 64th St. 
Montgomery Nunn’s Battery & Electric, 25 Belle St. Rochester Harmon Automotive Corp., 16 Charlotte St. 
: Utica Lee Electrical Co., Inc., “Pearl & Broadway 
CALIFORNIA 
El Cerrito Automotive Specialties, 1441 San Pablo Ave. NORTH CAROLINA 
Hayward Vic Hubbard Motor Parts & Speed Equipment Co., Asheville Battery & Ignition Co., 201 Coxe 
21532 Meekland Ave. Winston-Salem Charles Racing & Machine Works, ‘i Waughton St. 
Los — mead J. F. Dixon Co., 1835 S. Hope St. 
— Lee’s Speed Shop, 1143 E. 14th St. st OHIO 
San Francisco H. G. Makelim Magneto Repair Co., 1583 Howard Akron Austin Ignition Co., 56 N. Union St. 
Canton Carburetor Sales & Service, 820 Tuscarawas St., E. 
COLORADO Cincinnati Hooper len nition Service, 2724 Woodburn Ave. 
Denver Pille Bros., Inc., 748 Broadway Cleveland Midwest Racing Equipment, 13907 Mile 
Stromberg Sales & Service Co., Ave., N.E. 
Columbus Air Brake Service Co., 684 N. 4 
Washington Stricks Automotive, 1816 14th St., N.W. Dayton Hollywood Auto Accessories, 1440 Wayne Ave. 
Sandusky Hurst Service, 1433 Camp St. 
FLORIDA Toledo Mather Distributing Con 3977 Monroe St. 
Orlando Bailey Motor Equipment Co., 78 N. Garland St. 
OKLAHOMA 
GEORGIA Tulsa Auto P: Pi 
Atlanta Max Auto Parts Co., $31 Marietta St, N. W. 
Smith Tire Co., 155 Decatur St., S. E OREGON 
Viaduct Armature Works, 11 Courtland St., N. p 
Augusta Auto Electric & Carburetor Service, 608 Ellis st Portland Magneto Equipment Co., 1111 S.E. Grand Ave. 
Columbus J. B. French Parts Co., 1411 First Ave 
— Service 203 W. “Ponce de Leon Ave. PENNSYLVANIA 
Bethayres Suburban-Philadelphia Distributors, Second Street Pike 
Savannah George H. Cartlidge Ignition Co., 227 Whitaker St. Philadelphia Krechmer Motor Parts, 5110 Walnut St. 
{DAHO Laeco Products Co., 1530-32 Parrish St. 
Motor Ignition Co., 1526 Fairmount Ave. 
idaho Falis Art’s Muffler Shop, 253 First St. Reading W. R. Strunk, 925 Greene St. 
Scranton Joe’s Carburetor & Ignition Service, 868 Providence Rd. 
ILLINOIS 
elpark Auto Parts Co icero Ave. i iat : 
George J. Carter, 6616 W. Chicora Ave. (SALES REPR. 
Greenwood Bourne Auto Parts, 221 Maxwell Ave 
National ignition, 2002 S.st ate St. pie Naval Base Robison’s Speed Shop, 134 Chestnut Ave. 
orth End Auto Supply, estern Ave. 
Van Bergen & Greener, Inc., 1619 N. Hoyne Ave. TENNESSEE 
Bill Von Esser, 3307 W. Irving Park Rd. chattanooga Honest Charley Speed ~~ 1100 McCallie Ave. 
Evanston . McNally Carburetor & Electric Service, 1015 Chicago Ave. Knoxville The Muffler Shop, 629 N. Gay St. 
ngfield Adams Electric Service, 622 Spring St. Memphis Montgomery Auto Supply Co., 230 Union Ave. 
Union Auto Electric Service, "1017 Union Ave. 
INDIANA Nashville Berlin’s Auto Trim Supply Co., 1610 West End Ave. 
indianapolis R. L. Bilger, 311 W. High St., Hicksville, ~ wanes REP.) 
Jack Kidwell Electric Co., 1331 N. Capitol A TEXAS 
Dallas Ralph E. Russell Co., 4319 Belmont Ave (SALES REPR.) 
, KENTUCKY El Paso El Paso Hot-Rod Shop, 2300 Wyoming St. 
Ashland Clarke Auto Electric Co., 219 < St. Lamesa Shepherd Battery & Electric, 213 N. First 
Lexington Jordan Auto Parts, Inc., 226 E. Third St. New Braunfels Louis Silver Auto Parts, P.O. Box 207 
Louisville Ellingsworth Auto Electric Co., 1005 E. Broadway Port Lavaca Auto Parts & Machine Co., 114 N. Guadalupe 
MARYLAND UTAH 
iaeats Stephen | eth H to. ave Park Ave. os Sait Lake City Lelis Automotive & Foreign Motor Service, 845 S. Main St. 
Chase City Tucker-Bevell & Mai 
ucker-Bevell Motors, ain 
Boston Harvey Sales & Service Co., 1375 Boyiston St. Hampton Hop’s Place. 17 Armistead Ave. 
Norfolk Motor Parts & Machine Co., 111 W. 27th St. 
MICHIGAN Richmona The Kline Co., 2725 W. Broad St. 
Dearborn Skippy’s Hot Rod Shops, 5842 Michigan Ave. Tazewell Eldreth Motor Service, North Tazewell 
Detroit The Nelson Armature Co., 28315 Grand River, Farmington 
Pontiac Wohlfeil-Dee Engineering, 2274 S. Telegraph Rd. WASHINGTON 
MINNESOTA pokane otor : upply Co., |. First Ave. 
Minneapolis Auto Electric Supplv Co. 1011 Harmon Place — Wright’s Automotive Service, 710 Commerce St. 
WEST VIRGINIA 
_ MISSISSIPPI seckley Fred Bailes & Co., Box 1310 (SALES REPR- ALA., GA., KY. 
Hattiesburg Sarphie Service Parts Co., 414 E. Pine St. MISS., N. & $. CAR.. TENN., VA. & W. VA.) 
Goodall’s Garage, Eisenhower Drive 
MISSOURI Bluefield Groseclose Auto Electric Service, Mercer & McCulloch 
: Charleston Eastern Garage, Inc., 411 Elizabeth St. 
Kansas City Becker-Florence Electric Co., 1611 Oak St. Clarksburg White Electric Co., 903 W. Pike St. 
Huntington Hoffsted Magneto & Electric, 27 W. 4th Ave 
rincetown ambers Automotive 
Billings C. & J. Parts Service, 5 N. 35th St. ro 
WISCONSIN 
NEBRASKA Milwaukee Midwest Speed & Power Equipment Co., 2206 W. Walnut St. 
Omaha Zenith-Nixon Carburetor Co., 2602 St. Mary’s Ave. 
ALASKA 
NEW JERSEY Anchorage Dahiquist Auto Supply 
camden Parts, 1012 Federal St. 
ry K. Pape, 1429 Haddon Ave CANADA 
New Brunswick Calitornia Speed & Sport Shop, 598 Jersey Ave. Windsor, Ont. Stewart McLaren Corp., Ltd., P. 0. Box 481 (SALES REPR.) 
Write for free data having complete drawings & explanation of the Mallory Magspark System 
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SETS THE 
PACE FOR 


The selection of this 1953 Ford Sunliner as 
the official Pace Car for the 500-mile race 
at Indianapolis is evidence of its outstand- 
ing power and beauty, Again, Ford sets the 
standard for the industry. In every feature 
— from its hull-tight Crestmark Body with 
Full-Circle Visibility to its choice of two 
high-compression engines, you'll find Ford 
unquestionably the pace-setter of the low- 
price field. We like the '53 Ford... and we 
particularly like the way it operates with 
the addition of a Belond EQUA-FLOW Exhaust 
System. By eliminating the back pressure 
common to any stock engine, you obviously 
get more power to the rear wheels. Pre- 
cision-engineered headers replace rough, 
cast-iron stock manifolds. These headers 
carry exhaust gases quickly and efficiently 
through extensions, mufflers and dual tail- 
pipes. The Belond EQUA-FLOW Exhaust Sys- 
tem gives your Ford more power, faster 
acceleration, higher top speed and more 
miles to the gallon of gas! So, if you drive 
the brilliant '53 Ford or any other V-8 car, 
see your nearby Belond EQUA-FLOW Exhaust 
System dealer or write for information, 


ORIGINAL 


EQUA-F Low 
EXHAUST SYSTEM 


Four 


WE TAKE YOUR FORD V-8 
‘AND ADD PLUS POWER! 


AS THIS ISSUE OF Motor Trenp hits 
the newsstands, we will have a new De- 
troit Editor at the wheel. He is capable. 
likable Don MacDonald, a writer (re- 
member “gg9” in October?), an engineer 
(by degree and by trade) and an average 
guy who can talk to engineers and me- 
chanics in their own language. Don will 
be at the controls of one of the most im- 
portant functions in the Trend organiza- 
tion, getting inside and behind-the-scenes 
information for you from the automotive 
capital of the world. His interest in auto- 
mobiles stems from his father, who was 
closely associated with Stevens-Duryea 
as their banker. Don says he recalls that 
throughout his early period the family car 
was a towering 1919 Brewster-bodied 


MT’s new Detroit Editor 
Pierce-Arrow limousine, on which it was 
his “great delight as a toddler to shinny 
up the fender and shine the brasswork on 
the engine.” 

Don’s ownership of cars includes a se- 
ries of $15 models, circa 1929-30, which 
“all went to the boneyard faster than the 
State of New Jersey could send me their 
titles’; a hopped-up ’36 Ford sedan which 
“had a full set of genuine surplus aircraft 
gauges, including compass and altimeter”; 
a ’34 Packard Super Eight convertible that 
was a classic “but I didn’t know it. In 
those days before Motor TREND, funeral 
parlors and gangsters were the main devo- 
tees of fine automobiles”; a spanking new 
(Continued on page 6) 


6209 Hamilton, Detroit 2, Michigan 


Jobber Inquiries invited 
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FAILURE-PROOF 
IGNITION 


yes, 


DSM Coils are used by many of the 
country’s leading race drivers . . . 


BUT — 


The great majority of DSM Coils are 
purchased by the motoring public who 
have never been in nor ever intend to 
be in a race. This vast majority want 
PERFORMANCE, ECONOMY, BET- 
TER IDLE, BETTER ACCELERA- 
TION as well as Top Speed and im- 
mediate reaction from their car when 
in a traffic pocket. 

Replace your ignition coil with a DSM 
Coil TODAY and join this smart mo- 
toring set who are wise to the benefits 
and economies of TOP IGNITION and’ 
PERFORMANCE. 

DSM Coils are UNIVERSAL and can 
be transferred from car to car, as you 
purchase new automobiles, giving you 
a lifetime of faithful service and eco- 
nomical performance. The economies 
provided by DSM COILS will return 
time and time again their cost to you. 

Free Literature Upon Request 


DSM ELECTRIC 
COMPANY 
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This Month’s Cover 


Carlyle Blackwell’s photo is one of the 
most beautiful (and one of the most 
peaceful) pictures we’ve seen of the car 
that’s making automotive headlines— 
the Austin Healey “100.” You'll find 
Walt Woron’s report on the “100” on 
page 22. Don Pope’s photo at the 
upper right describes Mexico perfect- 
ly—a mixture of the new and the old; 
the story of driving in Mexico 
starts on page 34. 
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appreciate the best in quality and 


design at modest prices. Thus, — 


You see illustrated here just a few of the 
many HC quality products. 


1, CHROME PLATED CARBURETORS for Ford 
V-8, Mercury and Chevrolet, all models. 
Skillfully re-manufactured to factory speci- 
fications. 2. CHROME PLATED FUEL PUMPS 
for Ford V-8, Mercury and Chevrolet, all 
models. Pumps feature all purpose neo- 
prene diaphrams. Illustrated is the famous 
HC666 six valve pump especially suited for 
heavier engines. 3. CHROME PLATED WATER 
PUMPS for Ford V-8 and Mercury. Expert fin- 
ishing gives these units an exceptional 
appearance. Reassembied with all new parts 
and thoroughly tested. 4. CHROME PLATED 
BONNETT AIR CLEANERS for nearly all cars. 
Knitted mesh pack guaranteed power-saving 
air cleansing with minimum restriction. 5. 
CHROME PLATED AIR CLEANER designed 
specifically for the new quadra-jet and extra 
large carburetors used by '52-'53 Cadillacs, 
Oldsmobiles, Buicks, Lincolns, Mercurys, etc, 
Knitted mesh pack may be coated with heavy 
oil for more certain filtering. 6. CHROME 
PLATED LOUVRES for improving your car’s 
appearance. Concealed fasteners assure a 
smooth installation. May be functionalized 
simply and inexpensively. 


See your nearest dealer or write for 
your free illustrated catalogue. 


Dealer inquiries invited. 


1634 SOUTH FLOWER STREET 
LOS ANGELES 15, CALIFORNIA 


TRIPLE CHROME PLATED AUTOMOTIVE SPECIALTIES 


you can have quality 
at a sensible price! 


(Continued from page 4) 


49 Hudson which he won for writing an 
essay on “Why I Bought My Used Car 
from a Hudson Dealer’; a “happy three 
weeks in possession of a liberated front- 
wheel-drive Audi, an obscure product of 
Hitler’s Auto-Union”; and short owner- 
ship (in England) of “what was purported 
to be a 1926 three-liter Red Label Bent- 
ley,” which he either had to stay in Eng- 
land with or go home without. He chose 
the latter course. 

Youthful (32) Don lives in Franklin 
Hills (a quaint village some 20 miles from 
downtown Detroit) with his wife Teddy 
and one child. You’ll be hearing lots more 
from him in the pages of Motor TREND. 


BACKYARD MECHANICS drove their 
streamlined hot rods to 10 new interna- 
tional records and 14 American records at 
the Bonneville (Utah) salt beds a few 


| 


weeks ago, setting speed marks of over 
230 mph, and in so doing pointed trends 
in automotive design. 

One record-breaker is shown here, the 
Shadoff Chrysler Special driven by Mal- 
colm Hooper. Shattering six records in the 


| International Class C category (183 to 
| 305 cubic inches) the streamliner was 
| clocked at 236.36 mph average for the 


measured mile. 

What does all this mean to the average 
motorist? Well, we don’t expect cars ca- 
pable of such speeds, but the automotive 
designers of the future may consider sev- 
eral factors. These are: body aerodynam- 
ics, fuels, and methods of getting the 
fuel to the combustion chamber for the 
greatest possible efficiency, and general 
efficiency of engine design. It’s interesting 
to note that most record-setting cars were 
built around V-8 engine blocks from 
American passenger cars. 


IT’S REPORTED FROM MILAN that 
Enzo Ferrari, one of the great men of 
motor racing, is to build no more of his 
famous cars. In the past these cars have 
won almost all of the racing classics. Last 
year they entered 92 races and won go of 
them. The rearing black horse appeared on 
an official entry for the last time on Sep- 
tember 13 in the Italian Grand Prix at 
(Continued on page 71) 
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HIS 1940 FORD HAS GONE 143,000 
MILES WITHOUT OVERHAUL 


YET THE ENGINE 
POWERFUL NEW 


Winthrop A. Johns 
and the original test 
car—says Win ‘1 
don't expect to live 
long enough to wear 
this engine to the 
first overhaul! At the 
present rate of wear 
it will run at least 
700,000 miles.’’ 


THIS CAR, AND Hundreds of Other Test Vehicles Are Revolutionizing Motor History 


New Device that Neutralizes 


Corrosive Acids as They Are Formed! 


line you buy has sulphur in it. When 


) 
) 


) 
) 
) 


DP PDD AD DAD ADP 


HERE IS THE 


PROOF 


These are FACTS not claims, gathered in 13 years of road tests 
over millions of miles in 1500 cars and trucks—NOT laboratory tests 


under simulated conditions. 


1. POWER 
No engine tested decreased in power. Many 
have gone 120,000 miles. 


The graph above shows the normal decrease 
of engine power, compared with the power out- 
put of engines protected from acids. Top per- 
formance is yours almost indefinitely—one, two, 
five or even ten years. Most protected engines 
are outlasting their bodies. 


2. IGNITION 

Spark plugs last up to 60,000 miles—waste less 
gas. The two spark plugs shown are from a set 
of 8 after 60,000 miles—the entire set still test- 
ing 93% efficient! 


3. FRICTION WEAR ALMOST DISAPPEARS 
Fleet tests show wear reductions of almost 6 
to 1 in stop and go service. 


The bearing at left above is from an engine 
with Magna-Power after 112,000 miles in 11 
years. It is still good for many more years of 
service and 4 times the miles. At right is one 
from an unprotected engine after 63,000 miles ; 
IT IS WORN OUT! 


is IT ACID OR FRICTION? 

Engine friction—excepting fans, pumps, belts 
and windage—is negligible. Our tests show al- 
most no metal to metal contact. Acid is the real 
cause of motor deterioration. 


SULPHUR FORMS ACIDS 

Gasoline is about 1/1000th sulphur. Leaded 
gasoline also contains bromine and chlorine. In 
1000 gallons (enough for 15,000 to 20,000 miles) 
there is about 6 Ibs. of sulphur—enough to make 
5 gallons of strong sulphuric acid. When gaso- 
line burns, corrosive gases (SO2 SOs; HBr and 
HCl) blow by the pistons into the crankcase. 
Here they combine with condensed water (also 
blown by) almost always- present in oil, to 
start a vicious circle. Sog is a thirsty com- 
pound. It absorbs water to form sulphuric acid, 
which in turn attracts more water, which dis- 
solves more SOs, which in turn attracts more 
water! This water body then absorbs gases to 
form HeCOz, H»SO;, HCl and HBr—all corro- 
sive acids. Acids cannot work without water— 
but your engine makes large amounts of it— 
about a gallon for each gallon of gas; you have 
seen it drip from your exhaust! 


ENGINES HAVE SHORT LIFE 

In door to door service some have an appallingly 
short life. Often only 15,000 to 20,000 miles! 
Enough materials blow into the crankcase to 
make a pint of acid a day. Most of these are 
removed by ventilation but the small amount 
left is enough to damage your engine seriously. 
Even carbonic acid, which you drink in soda 
pop is powerful enough to corrode iron 14 inch 
per year. 


NEW DIRECT WAY TO KILL ACIDS 

Acids destroy themselves by eating metals. Acids 
attack first metals most easily eaten. Almost 
perfect protection is obtained by a special alloy 


of MAGNESIUM and aluminum. Since magnesi- . 


um is by far the most easily attacked metal in 
the engine, the acids eat it and are destroyed. 
Without acids, water is no longer held. Without 
water acids cannot form. The vicious circle is 
interrupted. Less sludges, gums and resins are 
formed. 


At left above are two cylinders of a 
milk truck at 65,000 miles with Magna- 
Power. It is % worn out. Identical 
engines in the same fleet but without 
Magna-Power wore out completely at 
40,000 miles. At right are shown sev- A Magna-Power 
eral large city buses—part of the ex- acid neutralizer. 
tensive fleet testing program. Pat. Appl. for. 


SUMMARIZING: 

Normal wear, as you know it, does not exist. 
Manufacturer’s figures are increased up to 10% 
in economy, speed, power. Engine wear life is 
increased to at least 300,000 miles by adding the 
Magna-Power Acid Neutralizer. Magna-Power 
will help any engine that uses less than 1 qt. of 
oil each 500 miles, OR YOUR MONEY BACK. 
GET ONE NOW FOR YOUR NEXT OIL CHANGE— 
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sulphur burns it forms sulphuric acid. Sul- 
phuric acid eats metal. Little by little your 
engine is eaten away. To combat this dam- 
age, many oil companies are now using anti- 
acids in their oils. But what happens when 
these compounds are overcome? Your engine 
corrodes once more! 
Acid is one of nature’s methods of reducing 
refined metals to their original primitive 
state. Even the Shell Oil Co. has now proven 
that acid corrosion is the major cause of 
engine wear! 
There Is Only One Way to Safely Inhibit 
Acid Formation in Your Engine 
Of course, if you choose to carry testing ap- 
paratus (litmus paper or some such other 
device) you might be able to tell when your 
oil is becoming acid, due to the destruction 
of the anti-acid compounds. But the easiest 
way, it seems to us, is to use a metal plug 
of MAGNESIUM and aluminum, which is by 
nature an alkaline metal, and which, at- 
tached to your oil drain plug, permits easy 
inspection at the time you change your oil. 
Thus you can see at a glance, by means of 
observing the state of corrosion of the plug, 
whether or not your engine is being attacked. 
For acids much prefer alkaline metals such 
as magnesium for “lunch,” to the other 
metals in the engine. 
This Is a Very Simple Idea 
However, it was developed by a mechanical 
engineer after many years of trial and error, 
using such compounds at first as potash, 
magnesium shavings and other devices, none 
of which were as easy, simple or positive 
as this new oil-drain plug device. 
It Is Thoroughly Tested 
Milk fleets, passenger cars, bus lines and 
trucking companies all have tested the new 
“Magna-Power”’ Neutralizer in controlled 
field operations. Their enthusiastic letters are 
available for your inspection at any time 
You Can See the Action in a Few Seconds 
If you take a Magna-Power Neutralizer and 
drop it into a glass of vinegar you will see it 
foam wildly. Even grapefruit juice will cause 
an effervescent action. 
Experiment with the Magna Power 
Neutralizer at OUR Risk 
If you are not satisfied with the way it 
works send it back, at any time (years from 
now, if you choose), for an immediate refund. 
Johns Manufacturing Company, Dept. M-4, 
Dunellen, N. J. 


§ JOHNS MFG. CO., Dept. M-4, Dunellen, N.J. 5 


a My car is a (make) 
year. 
g Please send me a MAGNA POWER acid # 
g neutralizer. | enclose $2.95. | understand J 
g that it is sold with an unconditional guar- J 
gantee of satisfaction or my money back! § 
H Name 
City Zone State. 
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Stop Radiator 
Rust FOREVER! 


With PROTECTO ROD, the 
Miniature Permanent “Battery” 
that Purifies Radiator Water— 
Stretches Engine Life! 


Rust and scale accumulating in your radiator 
and engine water jackets during cold weather 
can ruin your car. These corrosive deposits cut 
cooling system efficiency, causing overheating, 
power loss, and gas waste. Then, because win- 
ter temperatures often prevent oil from circu- 
lating freely, heavy cylinder and bearing wear 
follows, making expensive repairs necessary 
thousands of miles sooner than if the system 
were working properly. 


Danger Ahead! 


Most drivers don’t realize how much damage 
summer rust and corrosion have already 
caused until a cold snap causes weakened en- 
gine block or radiator to suddenly collapse— 
then it’s too late to avoid a $200-$400 repair 
job. Right now is the time to — costly 
engine damage—before it takes place! 


Here’s How to Prevent Damage 


This simple 2-way treatment permanently pre- 
vents radiator trouble—will restore efficiency 
even on older cars where rust and scale have 
already impaired the radiator. The ingenious 
McRay Protecto Rod consists of a series of 
small zinc and copper plates which function 
just like a tiny “battery,” setting up a mild 
galvanic field which neutralizes the destructive 
action of oxygen, ammonia and minerals in 
the water, and makes it impossible for rust or 
scale to adhere to radiator or motor block. 
Protecto Rod is unaffected by heat, cold, or 
anti-freeze solutions—can be installed in 5 
seconds in any radiator. Protecto Rod goes to 
work immediately and rem ins on guard per- 
manently. Included in k. — a generous pack- 
age of Leak Seal—a cold solder which not 
only seals radiator leaks from the inside, but 
also is an effective water pump lubricant. 


Motor Trend Research Says: 


“Criminy—it works! Wa- 
ter in the Chevy radiator 
was dirty with rust, scum 
& scale when I installed 
the rod three months ago 
. ... I haven’t flushed the 
radiator or touched it in 
any way, but the water 
has cleared up completely.” 


Write Today for 
No-Risk Trial 


Complete Kit including 
Protecto Rod & Leak Seal; 
only $2.98; Rod only 
$1.95. Heavy duty kit for 
Trucks, Tractors & 
Buses $4.95; Truck 
Rod only $3.25. 
Shipped postpaid 
or .O.D., plus 
charges. If not com- 
pletely satisfied, re- 
turn Protecto Rod 
for full refund; keep 
Leak Seal for your 
trouble. 

BARLEC’S, Dept. 2 

4504 W. Pico Blvd. 
Los Angeles 19, Calif. 


BARLEC’S, Dept. 2 
4504 W. Pico Bivd., Los A 19, Calif. 
Please send me for 15-day free trial: 
0 $2.98 regular ral $3.25 Truck 
i Rod Only 


Kit 
00 $4.95 truck Kit 


0 Cash enclosed 
0 $1.95 Regular 
Rod Only 


0 Ship C.O.D. 
Name 
Address 
Zone........ State.......... 


AIR CONDITIONING EXPERIENCES 
Gentlemen: 

Referring to your [air conditioning] arti- 
cle in the September issue, perhaps my per- 
sonal experience may be interesting. 

Planning an 8300 mile motor trip through 
the Western States to Los Angeles and back, 
I bought a Cadillac equipped with air con- 
ditioning. While this equipment is tremen- 
dously expensive in Canada ($974 versus 
slightly under $600 in the U.S.) in my 
opinion it is worth every penny of it. 

Your article emphasized the cooling and 
dehumidifying aspects of the unit, but you 
overlooked several things of tremendous im- 
portance: (1) The Quiet. To roll along at 
highway speeds of 70 to 80 mph with the 
windows rolled up tight and be able to play 
the radio exactly as you would in your living 
room at home is a real experience. One note 
of caution ... it is so quiet that you are 
inclined to overdrive the highway simply 
because most of us drive a little by ear. 
Nevertheless, it prevents highway fatigue on 
a long trip. (2) Dust Free. It is amazing 
how clean you are at the end of a day’s 


_ travel in hot, dusty country. Even if it is 


only 70° outside and you’re approaching a 
stretch of gravel road, or a dusty detour, you 
can quickly close the windows, turn on 
the air conditioning system . and you 
can continue to breathe normally and stay 
clean. (3) Pollen Factor. This is extremely 
important to those with hay fever. 

: Engine cooling is no problem, at 
least on Cadillacs. I did buy a long bristle 
brush to clean the insects from the air-con- 
ditioning radiator and the car radiator every 
second day. 

We had only one unfortunate experience 
with this unit. A compressor shaft froze 
which resulted in loss of all Freon as well 
as the 525 viscosity oil contained in the com- 
pressor. 

Another word of warning to prospective 
purchasers. Freon in its liquid state is ex- 
tremely dangerous to the eyes, since it is so 
cold that it freezes the optic nerve. 

W. E. Williams 
Toronto, Canada 


MORE ON FIBERGLAS 
Gentlemen: 

In your August issue . . . you ran an ar- 
ticle called “How to Work With Fiberglas.” 
In this article, you referred to two books. . . 
I would appreciate it very much if you could 
send me information on where I could obtain 
them. I think Motor Trenp is the best car 
magazine on the market. Keep up the good 
work. 

Monte M. Strand 
Hobart, Okla. 
In answer to the many requests for informa- 
tion on the two books, here are the addresses 
of the publishers: Fiberglas Auto Con- 


struction Manual, Wilking Co., 1955 Li 
coln Ave., Pasadena, Calif.; The ‘Story of 
the Vibrin Plastic Car Body, Naugatuck 
Chemical, Naugatuck, Conn.—Editor. 


CONTINENTAL FAN 
Gentlemen: 

Enclosed is a snapshot of my Lincoln. 
have long been a fan of the Continental and 
had a chance to buy a ’40 Lincoln body fo 
$35. It wasn’t the classical Continental but 
was nevertheless a very nice-looking car. 

When I got it; it was minus engine, trans. 
mission, upholstery, and top—not to men- 
tion many smaller items. Luckily the body 
was in good condition. I have had it up- 
holstered and painted Olds metallic Palm 
Green . . . the engine is a stock ’48 Merc 


with a °48 Ford transmission. I also ac- 
quired a Columbia rear end and added that. 
I have found that the engine is too small for 
so heavy a car so I hope to change to a larg- 
er type when I get home. 

I would like to hear from anyone who 
owns a similar car. 


Pfc. Thomas M. Wilson 
U.S. 56136619 

55 Military Police Company 
APO 301 c/o Postmaster 
San Francisco, Calif. 


DYNAFLOW VS. HYDRA-MATIC 
Gentlemen: 

Undoubtedly everyone has heard, or has 
taken part in, a discussion of Hydra-Matic 
as opposed to the torque-converter type of 
transmission. Up to now, any attempt to 
compare the two types has been futile be- 
cause of the many factors involved . . . With 
the unfortunate destruction of GM’s Hydra- 
Matic plant, an ideal situation for com- 
paring the two units has appeared. I (and 
many others, I’m sure) would appreciate it 
if you could test a Cadillac or Oldsmobile 
equipped with Dynaflow and publish the 
results . . 

Edward T. Wong 
Minneapolis, Minn. 


For a driving impression of a ’53 Cadillac 
with Dynaflow, see page 66. A complete dis- 
cussion of automatic transmissions will be 
published in a forthcoming issue —Editor. 
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STICKY GUMS SOFT CARBON 
HARD CARBON WWW) 

Laboratory tests with oil-coated metal bar © You've seen mechanics pour a full can of 
also ac- reveal how engine valves, guides, pistons solvent-lubricant into the carburetor when 
led that. and rings become fouled with gum and tuning your car. These solvents work with 
mall for carbon. The wide temperature variation the gasoline, dissolving the gummy deposits, 
a between combustion heat and cooling water and passing them out through the exhaust 

= constantly forms this harmful residue, caus- pipe. Immediately you notice the smoother 
x ing over-heating, power loss, and fuel waste. performance and improved gas mileage. 
ne who 
n 
pany 
er 
or has 
1-Matic = he the of your car at peak 
aA “ is cleansing and oiling job continuously. efficiency. Cut engine wear, and equalize 
type of the demand for the ‘Auto Every 100 miles, it meters a 1-o0z. bulk shot compression in all cylinders. With the “Auto- 
mpt to matic Mechanic.” Write on of tune-up fluid into the carburetor. Me- matic Mechanic” on the job, you'll get easier 
ile be- your letterhead today for chanics agree this bulk shot, which does not _ starting, and smoother cruising. Hills will 
. With complete information. vaporize and burn, is far more effective than melt away, and you'll make fewer stops for 
Hy dra- ordinary “drip-type” oilers. gas and oil. 
[ (and i a Engine Products Mfg. Co. 
iate it Mechanic” Sts 5801 E. Beverly Blvd., Dept. 92, Los Angeles 22, California 
mobile Simple installation. Injector furnished with bracket, line, _ ’ Gentlemen: Please rush me the Automatic Tune-Up Injector 
sh the fittings, a generous supply of tune-up fluid and complete 9 4 today. () $14.95 enclosed; ship postpaid. (] $5.00 Deposit 4 
instructions. Postpaid, only $14.95.. If you are not thor- — a enclosed; ship COD. If not completely satisfied, I'll return the 4 
oughly delighted with the Automatic Mechanic aftera | § unit (except fluid) within two weeks for a full refund. : 
‘J two-week trial, just return it, and your money will be | 4 ’ 
inn. promptly refunded. iH Name H 
adillac ENGINE PRODUCTS MFG. CO. Address 
5601 BEVERLY BLVD., DEPT. 92, LOS ANGELES 22, CALIFORNIA City State 
se November 1953 Nine 
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4, ust imagine--a Top Overhaul twice a 
/ A =o keep your-engine running clean, free, and cool= 
— all for only 1/20th'cent per mile! 
| 4 


Detroit 


By Walt Woron 


DETROIT, MICHIGAN—As this issue of MOTOR TREND 
goes to press, the parade of new cars starts. Actually, it 
began with introduction of the °54 Hudsons at the Mich- 
igan State Fair here September 4-13. Nationwide public 
announcement did not come until days later. Hudsons 
have also been seen on haulaway trucks throughout this 
area, so locally, anyway, the public knows that . . . 


THE NEW HUDSONS (as reported in last month’s “Spot- 

light”) have been restyled. Using the same body shell, a 

modified look has been achieved by lifting the front fend- 

ers, squaring off the hood, adopting the Jet-style grille 

(horizontal bars), heightening and extending the rear 

fenders to square them off so they (with the new extend- 

ed taillight assembly) actually give a fin appearance, 

lifting and squaring off the rear deck, adding large 

shee : ee chrome sashes (gravel guards) io the body sides (or 

Bates: rear fenders, depending on whether it’s a two- or four- 

door) and using a one-piece windshield. These are not 
the only changes, for . . . 


PERFORMANCEWISE, THE °54 HUDSONS have also been 
ome a changed. The Hornet engine has been upped from 145 
bhp to 160 on the standard mode!s, through a redesigned 
combustion chamber and camshafi, higher compression 
(7.5 instead of 7.2). When Twin-H Power is added, 
horsepower jumps to 170. Horsepower is incidental in 
the Hornet, Hudson engineers te.: us. Important feature 
is that the torque curve is flat from 30 to 80 mph, ee 
giving it that acceleration so vital when you’re on the a 
ane wrong side of the road. To help in controllabi_ity .. . 
Fe More room inside the trunk of the new Hudson Hornet and 
HUDSONS HAVE POWER STEERING, optional at extra Wasps results from the new deck lid. Fenders, too, are new 
cost on Hornets, Wasps, and Super Wasps.: It’s the 
direct action, linkage type and uses the same steering NEW POWER BRAKE, optional on Hornets, Wasps and 


ratio and linkage as the standard center-point system. Super Wasps. It’s a combined vacuum and hydraulic unit, 
This means that if the power system should fail, no more using a pendulum-type foot pedal, located at the same 
effort would be required than for any normal system. level as the throttle. You can switch your foot easily 
When the steering wheel is turned two degrees, the from throttle to brake, leaving your heel on the floor. 
power unit takes over. A spring resistance of four pounds Seems to us this is one of the safest systems yet. If 
should he'p provide “fee.” and prevent “oversteering.” the power source fails, a reserve vacuum tank allows 
We'll report on this later, as we will on Hudson’s . . . three power applications and a direct mechanical link- 


The new body lines initiated last spring by the Hudson Jet A low, pendulum-type pedal operates Hudson’s new vacuum-hy- 
now appear in longer form on the luxurious Hornet for 1954 draulic power brakes. It’s easy to pivot from gas to brake 
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For 1954, Dodge introduces a new luxury series, the Royal, Newest of the new in fully automatic transmissions is Dodge’s © 
with its V-8 stepped up to 150 bhp. Here’s the sport coupe PowerFlite. The new quadrant lets you shift without looking 


age operates the brakes hydraulically. Also, the hydraulic rather than providing cool air during running. This 
system has a reserve tank that always keeps the system seems to make sense. Everyone has had his car boil after 
filled. In looking over the new Hudsons further, we stopping it on a hot day. And speaking of airscoops . . . 


noied that the . . . 
THE NEW DODGE has a chrome-lined one on the front 


AIRSCOOPS ARE REAL SCOOPS now. Hudson engineers, of its hood. But far more important is a powerplant 
who have opened up the former fake scoop on Hornets change through increased compression ratio (up to 7.5 
and Wasps, tell us that it now serves the purpose of to 1 from 7 to 1) that gives the V-8 150 bhp. This more 
ejecting hot air from under the hood afer stopping, potent engine is on the new Royal (super deluxe) series 


and on the Coronet (which also comes with the Six). The 
140 bhp V-8 will now be used on the Meadowbrook 
(short wheelbase) line, along with the more powerful 
Six (110 bhp, up from 103). To back up the hotter 
engines is new “full-time” power steering (driving im- 
pressions on page 66) and the . .. 


NEW POWERFLITE AUTOMATIC TRANSMISSION, slight- 
ly modified from the Chrysler transmission (one less 
clutch plate) but otherwise identical. It consists of a 
torque converter (2.6 ratio) and a two-speed planetary 
gearbox, which combined give a 4.47 to 1 ratio overall. 
There’s no clutch to fuss with and to make the transition 
from clutch driving to clutchless driving real easy, Dodge 
engineers have provided a shift quadrant like a conven- 
tional H-slot gearshift. On quadrant, letters read R-N-D-L. 
For reverse (R) from neutral you lift up the lever and 
push to the left. From neutral to low (L) you lifi lever 
and push down to right. From neutral to high (D) spring 
tension pulls the lever forward and you push down to the 
right. Biggest advantage of the new quadrant is that you 
ean shift without watching it. Stylewise . . . 


DODGE BODIES REMAIN UNCHANGED. Grille has been 
simplified by substitution of the slotted horizontal bar 
with a smooth one-piece bar. Extended headlight rims 
have been added to the new Royal, distinguishing it from 
the Coronet. A new chrome spear that will give protection 
to the body side has been added to all models. New inte- 
rior styling on the Royal series includes two-tone color 
combinations in Jacquard upholstery fabric, a rich-look- 
ing and durable material. We were happy to see the new 
dash treatment that simulates leather (yet is paint), 
‘Ay- Expensive Jacquard upholstery in new colors features the in- giving the impression of a crash pad, but more important, 

ake teriors of Dodge’s compact luxury car, the Royal V-8 series eliminating glare normally attendant with high-gloss 
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CUSTOM-STYLED 


TOMORROW'S GRILLES TODAY 


Custom Center Bar 
For Your 1953 FORD 
No Cutting or Drilling Necessary 
installed in a Few Minutes. 16 Inches Long 

This beautiful bar replaces the center bowl and 
also extends outward to cover the black striping. 
It matches perfectly with the original right and 
left bars and gives your grille the appearance of 
one massive single bar. Excellent chrome plate. 
Easy installation. F-53-CB—Guaranteed $7.50 Each. 


USTO(M LINC 


Fords 


This Custom Grille is styled and engineered to re- 
place the original grille on all Ford 1949-50-51. Con- 


To Fit 1949-50-51 


structed of heavy gauge steel. Precision engineered 
for perfect fit a easy installation. Its gleaming 
chrome finish and massive appearance will beautify 
any Ford. Individually boxed—can be shipped parcel 
post. FCL-49—Guaranteed $21.00 Each. 


GRILLE BARS 


FORD 1949-50-51 
F-249—Guaranteed $17.50 Each. 


FORD 1952 
F-52-CGB—Guaranteed $19.75 Each. 


MERCURY 1949-50 


M-249—Guaranteed $19.75 Each. 
M-46-CG M-49-CG 
MERCURY 

cusTOM 

CENTER | 
GRILLES | 


1946-7-8 1949-50 
$4.95 Ea. $5.95 Ea. 
Replaces the original center piece on your Mercury. 


paints. New interior treatments like 
this on the Dodge may be the start 
of a new trend, what with the . . . 


NEW PLYMOUTHS coordinating inte- 
rior color schemes with exterior col- 
ors, even to the extent of the horn 
button, headlining, and instrument 
panel. Also used are new fabrics, 
synthetics, and combinations of syn- 
thetics and natural. The deluxe 
models, the Belvedere series, offer 
only four basic colors, in two-tone 
combinations, color-keyed to the in- 
teriors. The other two series, the 
Savoy and Plaza (formerly Cam- 
bridge and Cranbrook), offer a wid- 
er selection of colors. It will be 
interesting to watch Plymouth sales 
figures to see how important an ef- 
fect color-matching has, since this is 
the big news in Plymouth this year. 
It’s the first time that stylists have 
been able to sell this idea to man- 
agement. Other interior changes in- 
clude a simulated-leather paint on 
the dash (as described for the 
Dodge) and more comfortable seats 
(because of horizontally mounted 
springs that supplement the normal 
coil springs). Other notable changes 
include... 


POWER STEERING FOR °54. This 
“full-time” system is identical to 
that used on the Dodge which we 
tried and were favorably impressed 
with. Plymouth claims that it re- 
quires only 6.7 pounds of effort to 
turn the wheels on dry pavement 
(compared to 30.5 manual) and 
rounding a city corner at 15 mph 
takes only 3.4 pounds (compared to 
10.7 manual). There are no basic 
mechanical changes, while the ex- 
terior has been “face-lifted” with a 
simpler horizontal grille bar and a 
chrome molding along the entire side. 
The car has been lengthened 35% 
inches. Stylewise, few people know... 


WHAT’S HAPPENING AT GENERAL 
Motors Styling Sections, because 


We can supply replacement Ford 195! Parking Light 
Frames and Hood Mouldings. These Parking Light 
Frames and Hood Mouldings are necessary when | 
customizing a 1949 Ford. Only the Hood Moulding 
is necessary for a 1950 Ford. Parking Li Frames 

Mou! .00 per 


—$10.00 per Set. Hood 
. Guaranteed. 


Other custom grilles not shown here are produced in 
our own factory. ORDER DIRECT if your Dealer 
cannot supply. DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED. All 
orders must be accompanied by at least 20% 
posit. C.O.D. F.O. 
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Pet project 
Nash Statesman. If the metal roof were lifted, headroom would go up two inches 


of stylist Ard Avakian of 


Spotlight on Detroit 


(Continued from page 11) 


Ford is 


Luxury and color abound in the interiors 
of ’54 Plymouths. Horizontally mounted 
Springs now supplement coils in seats 


it’s getting harder and harder to get 
past the “security guards” posted 
there. Chrysler, under the capable 
guidance of Chief Stylist Virgil Ex- 
ner, is doing things that are “totally 
different from anything produced 
today.” All we know about the °55 
models (right down the line) is that 
they’ll have wraparound windshields. 
News out of Ford stylewise is their 
sports car, which is described by 
those purportedly in the know as a 
“face-lifted”’ Corvette, it’s so similar 
in design: It has a wraparound wind- 
shield, dropped doorline, Lincoln- 
type taillights, same wheelbase, but 
is not as wide. And while Ford is 
working on its sports car .. . 


HUDSON IS SHOWING ITS ITALIA, 
a possible new version of the Jet in 
future years, at the Fourth Interna- 
tional Motorama from October 26 
through November 1 in Los Angeles 
(see page 21). Briefly commented 
on last month, we can now give you . 
additional info. It’s a closed, alami- 
num-bodied coupe, styled and built 
by Carrozzeria (coachbuilder) Tour- 
ing (Milan, Italy).It’s on a Jet chassis 

(Continued on page 67) 
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YOU 


AUTO PARTS, ACCESSORIES 


EVERYTHING you need for your car—50,000 items including 
thousands of HARD-TO-GET PARTS plus many unusual acces- 
sories offered for the FIRST TIME—all at wholesale prices! 


Take advantage of this big opportunity to get everything you 
need for your car—even many hard-to-find parts and acces- 
sories you can’t buy in stores! You can get them at wholesale 
prices—save up to 50%. You'll find these 50,000 thrilling 
bargains described and illustrated in a giant new wholesale 
catalogue, jam-packed with exciting values. 


Biggest, Most Complete Line in All 
America for Cars, Trucks, Taxis... 


from the oldest to latest models 


In this amazing catalogue you'll find a big choice of automo- 
tive accessories and parts—everything you want. Also thrillin 
values in custom-styling accessories—high-speed parts an 
accessories to soup up stock engines for top speed, accelera- 
tion and economy. Catalogue also includes new style Holly- 
wood accessories different from anything you’ve seen in 
stores. Other exciting buys at wholesale prices include: 


© Auto radios © Tires and tubes 
e Mufflers and pipes @ Tools 
e Custom-styling accessories © Body parts 
Limited Engines and parts Radiators 
Time Offer! e High speed equipment @ Springs and shocks 
r @ Transmissions and parts @ Ignition parts 

Rush Coupon New, used, rebuilt parts and accessories for all makes, 
Today! ‘ i Gs years, models of all autos, trucks and taxis. 


Exciting get-acquainted 
FREE GIFT OFFER 


Amaiing. valuable new scientific check chart that shows it 
0 FT 


H exactly how to know if your car is safe—sent as a FREE G 
My P / with every catalogue. It explains how you can easily make your 
es ) car safe. Offer limited, so rush coupon today. 


Just off the Press 


124 illustrated pages, 
jammed with 50,000 auto- 
motive items at wholesale 
prices. Value $1.00. For lim- 
ited time only, it can be 
yours for just 25¢ —which 
will be credited on your first . 
$5.00 order. It's like getting this valu- 


«J.C. Whitney & Co. 

1917 M-41 Archer Ave., Chicago 16, Ill. 
Please rush me your giant catalogue that describes 50,000 automotive ¥ 
items I can get at wholesale prices. I enclose 25c to cover part of cost— 
which I understand will be credited to me on my first $5.00 order. 


= MAIL THIS COUPON TODAY! 


able bargain packed catalogue FREE! 
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Look at a Kaiser this way... 


You’ll see why... from every angle...it’s America’s best all around value. 


Finer engineering! You're looking 
at America’s strongest-braced 
chassis — with five cross-girders, 
plus x-member. Its hypoid-geared 
rear axle and 100% counterbalanced 
crankshaft are examples of 
engineering found in expensive cars! 


How do you judge a car? 
On engineering? roominess? 
ride? or styling? 

If you measure Kaiser against 
any other medium-price car, 
you'll find Kaiser’s so far ahead 
there’s just no comparison! 

For Kaiser gives you all the 
luxury styling...all the roomy 
comfort of an expensive car. 

Yet it delivers the economy of 
a lowest-price car...up to 24.9 
miles a gallon with Hydra-Matic 
+..as proved in economy test 
by Popular Mechanics! 

Plus performance and safety 
unmatched at any price! 

All this adds up to the greatest 
value on the road today. Value 

: 
could pay $1,000 more and _ holds you snug to the road ~—_ low European-type styling program sale into high gear 
still not get asroomy acar. with the ewes = y and eee interiors See your Kaiser dealer ey 
Kaiser’s seating width avity of any standar are beyond comparison in Z A 
(63”) and leg ham (45” in yom A por and perfect the medium-price field. exceptional trade-in allowances! 
front) are greater than spring suspension. Kaiser’s Instead of broadcloth you Choice: of Standard, Overdrive*, 
you'll find in three of the weight-to-power ratio makes find luxurious bouclé vinyl, © Hydra-Matic* drives, plus new — 
most expensive cars! riding feel like flying. as in custom-built cars. lowest cost—Kaiser Power steering” 


Drive the Kaiser... America’s most beautiful car ...winner of 14 international awards 
Listen to “Lowell Thomas and the News” Monday thru Friday, CBS Network. Sponsored by your Kaiser dealer. *optional at extra cost 
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Winter driving may not be — 
a lark, but there’s no rea- 
son why you can’t make it 
trouble-free. Here’s how. 


By Roger Huntington 


(OU KNOW THE JOKER who thinks winterizing a car 
is a poor investment. He may put light oil in the crankcase 
ff he remembers, but he lets it go at that. Last winter, lack of 
pecial traction equipment got him snowbound in the country 
nd cost him two days’ wages; a frozen battery set him back 
nother notch; a stuck manifold heat valve cost him $14 in 
yasted gasoline during the cold months. Last I heard, he was 
ragging about a “smart” investment—$4.50 net on some base- 
ll bets! . 

Don’t you make this mistake! A little attention to your car 
in the fall can save you a world of grief—and maybe some 
lough—when the mercury drops later on. Here’s how to do it. 


me. Most important change in the powerplant setup for 
old weather, of course, is the use of “lighter” (less viscous) oil 
n the crankcase. Heavy summer-grade oil would likely have 
e lower end too tight for the starter even to turn it over in 
ub-freezing weather, and if you could get it started, you’d be 
lfway to work before the oil thinned out enough to get to 
he rubbing parts. It would ruin your engine in no time. 

On this page are the SAE oil viscosity grades recommended 
for various temperature ranges. If the temperature will drop 
below —10°F, use SAE 5W, or 10W plus 10 per cent kerosene, 
but not for high-speed driving. The grades with the “W”’ suffix 
are rated for viscosity at o°F (instead of the standard 210° test ) 
and are special winter oils. As you know, the trend all over the 
world is toward the use of lighter oil for heavy-duty operation to 
reduce friction and oil temperature, so don’t be afraid of a W 
oil in moderate temperatures. But you can go too far; if you do 
a lot of high-speed driving on the road, never use a 5W oil— 
try to live with toW. Incidentally, heavy-duty detergent oils 
are especially effective in cold weather. 

If you have an oil-bath carburetor air cleaner, refill the sump 
with 20W; this will greatly improve its filtering efficiency in 
cold weather. Crankcase ventilation is important in winter; it 
will be well worth your while to clean the air filters in the 
breather (oil filler) cap and the vent tube from the crankcase. 
Some authorities advise a minor garage tune-up for your en- 
gine in preparation for winter. I wouldn’t make an issue of it, 
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HOW TO WINTERIZE YOUR CAR conics 


but a tune-up can’t help but improve some important com- 
ponents. If your engine “lopes” or sputters on warm-up, the 
bug is likely the automatic choke. A stuck choke valve can cost 
plenty of gas. (The automatic control unit itself is set at the 
factory and ordinarily won’t require adjustment for the life of 
the car. Leave it alone if it isn’t giving you a bad time.) 

The proper degree of exhaust heat at the intake manifold 
(for fuel vaporization) is vital for decent warm-up, throttle 
response, and gas mileage in cold weather. Check the movement 
of the damper valve carefully. If it’s sticking, lubricate the 
shaft with a mixture of graphite and kerosene (regular oil would 
oxidize and gum up). The fuel system shouldn’t need attention 
from you other than possibly to clean any water out of the 
pump sediment bowl and maybe use a water-absorbing additive 
in the gas occasionally. 


Cooling System. Don’t get careless with this end of the deal, 
for sure. Water expands nine per cent in volume when it freezes 
—and the force can move mountains. Need I say more? 
There are several suitable anti-freeze chemicals that can be 
mixed with water to bring the freezing point down anywhere you 
need it. The least expensive and most widely used is alcohol, 
either denatured grain type (ethanol) or wood alcohol (meth- 
anol). The chart (opposite) shows the proportion of alcohol by 
volume in water necessary for a safe freezing point. (For in- 
stance, if you expect a low temperature above, say, 10°, you 


Photos by Jack Campbell 


Your car’s oil bath air cleaner will give 
maximum filtering efficiency during cold 
weather if cleaned and filled with 20W oil 


A minor tune-up can’t help but improve 
cold weather starting power; be sure to 
check operation of manifold heat valve 
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After running a cooling system cleaner 
through the engine, remove all deposits 
with air pressure and a reverse flush 


Battery performance varies with temper- 
ature. Keep your battery fully charged, . 
for a weak battery will freeze quickly 


need a 30-70 mixture of denatured alcohol and water; if yo 
cooling system holds 20 quarts, that’s six quarts of alcohol a 
14 of water.) The garage mechanic can quickly determine the 
mixture proportion by taking a specific gravity reading with 
hydrometer. The one drawback with alcohol is that it’s quit¢ 
volatile, and you lose it fast through evaporation. If you do 
lot of high-speed road driving it is hardly practical. Don’t t 
to use “hotter” water thermostats with alky to increase the out 
put of your heater, or you'll be in trouble; and always have the 
mixture checked once a week. . 

A better all-around anti-freeze, though considerably more 
costly than alcohol, is ethylene glycol. Its boiling point i 
380°F in the pure state, and it won’t evaporate even whe 
highly diluted with water. You can use a hotter thermostat 
with it. The chart also shows glycol-water mixture proportions 
for a safe freezing point. 

Practically all prepared anti-freeze mixes contain a rust in 
hibitor; in this case don’t add any more. Too much of it wil 
play hob with rubber hose connections. If you’re using just 
pure alky in water, definitely use inhibitor. Always follow manu- 
facturers’ instructions for any given anti-freeze mix. Warning: 
Don’t use the cheap mixes based on glucose, sugar, honey. cal- 
cium chloride, mineral oil, etc.; they’re very apt to plug up 
and otherwise damage your cooling system. 

When you've selected your anti-freeze, there are several 
things you can do to prepare the system itself for winter. I 
think a good cleaning and back-flush is in order once a year. 
This will not only protect against possible plugging and over- 
heating, but will increase the efficiency of the heater. It’s not 


Inspect the exhaust system carefully. A 
new muffler is a cheap investment in 
maximum safety for you and your family 


Shock absorbers affect steering and car 
stability, which must be perfect for win- 
ter driving. Replace any faulty components 
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, Your engine may be primed for cold-weather starts, but what if 
e several your car is nearly snowbound? Traction equipment is a must 
winter. | 
a year. 
ind over- 


_ It’s not 


much of a job; the mechanic puts a chemical in the water and 
runs the engine up to a high temperature to dissolve and break 
up deposits, then he removes them by back-flushing the whole 
cooling system (and heater) under pressure. 

At the same time check carefully for any leaks. Anti-freeze 
solutions are less viscous than water and will sometimes leak 
through where water won’t. An internal leak past a gasket into 
a cylinder is bad stuff with glycol; if there are any signs of 
leakage on the outside, retighten the head bolts. Extra grease 
will often stop a leak at the pump shaft. Check all hoses and 
connections, including the lines to the heater; also make sure 
the thermostats are working right. 

We all know that dead cold starts are rough on any engine. 
How about a big horse blanket kept in the garage to throw over 
the hood and grille on cold nights? Crazy? Try it and see! 


Electrical System. A large share of auto service calls in the win- 
ter are due to a dead or frozen battery. You can lick the gremlin 
—if you understand that battery performance varies with tem- 
perature. For one thing, the current available for cranking the 
engine drops with the mercury; at zero it’s less than half what 
it would be at 80°F. Furthermore, the freezing point of the 
electrolyte comes up as it discharges; a discharged battery will 
family freeze at 20°. 

This all adds up to the fact that you must keep your battery 
fully charged in cold weather. If the specific gravity of the 
electrolyte drops below 1.250, better recharge. Check this when 
you first prepare your car for winter and again every couple 
of weeks during the cold season (also see that electrolyte level 
is kept up). Check battery terminals for excessive corrosion, 
which can cause a bad voltage drop; clean with a wire brush or 
a strong soda solution, and coat with petroleum jelly to prevent 
further corrosion. 


ully. A 
rent in 


Chassis. Manufacturers don’t generally specify seasonal changes 
in chassis lubricants any more. However, if much of your run- 
ning is at very low temperature (below —10°F) it’s a good 
idea to use a lubricant one grade lighter in the transmission (if 
synchromesh) and rear axle. That means SAE 80 in most cases 
(go is standard). Otherwise, chassis lubricants, brake fluid, auto- 
matic transmission oil, etc., need no special attention. 


Body. One good winter is harder on a car’s sheet metal and 


d car 
; chrome than five summers. The excessive moisture, slush, slow 
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20 0 -20 
FREEZING POINT, °F. 


Percentage ( by volume ) of Anti-Freeze in water 
necessary to protect car at given freezing point. 


Your gas station attendant can determine quickly the proper 
anti-freeze mixture for your car. Warning: Don’t use cheap mixes 


evaporation, and road salt combine to corrode unprotected 
metal at an unbelievable rate. Many people think that calcium 
chloride is directly responsible for excessive body corrosion in 
winter—that it attacks the metal chemically. Not so; its major 
effect is merely to retard drying of the surface film, and cor- 
rosion is accelerated in the presence of moisture. This suggests 
a partial cure: Wash your car frequently in winter to remove 
the salt film, and whenever possible, park it in a dry sunny spot. 

Then you can take steps to give the body a protective coating 
with good polish before winter sets in. Some commercial chrome- 
protector fluids are good, others no good. Use your own judg- 
ment—but at any rate cover the chrome with something, polish 
or otherwise. Consider undercoating when preparing for winter. 
It will not only protect the underbody from corrosion, but will 
help insulate the body. 

Oh, yes; strictly for the sake of safety, you should check the 
condition of your exhaust system and windshield wipers as win- 
ter sets in. Defects in either could obviously get you in trouble 
in bad weather. 


Traction. All our careful winterizing on the engine, chassis, and 
body will be worth about nothing if some morning after a 15 
inch snowfall we can’t plow the heap out of our driveway. 

Here’s the deal: For plowing through deep snow, some special 
snow-tread tires are superior to chains. Chains are better on 
shallow snow, packed snow, or ice. Chains have the advantage 
that you can easily slip them off when you get on the open 
highway ; snow treads, on the other hand, give a somewhat nois- 
ier and harder ride on the bare road than conventional tires, 
and they really stand out only when snow is thickest and softest. 
So for the man who meets occasional poor traction conditions 
and does a lot of highway driving, chains are still the answer. 
For the low-mileage man on a back road who’s up to his knees 
in snow half the time, you can’t beat snow treads. A new snow- 
tread tire will cost at least 10 per cent more than an equivalent 
standard tire, but you can get a recap job, sometimes with a 
new-tire guarantee, for little over half of that. Don’t put off 
buying snow treads just because of the cost; it might prove to 
be poor economy. Meanwhile, I can’t see any motorist in the 
northern belt of our country venturing out in cold weather 
without a shovel, a couple of burlap sacks, and maybe a pail of 
sand. Don’t laugh; the nerves you save may be your own. 

So get that bus of yours ready for winter—and don’t let an 
early frost deck you in the first hand! 
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Mexico’s world championship course beckons to Jean Behra’s Gordini at Oaxaca 


NCE UPON A TIME, there was a 
man who had a dream. He was in a 
family sedan, wafting southward along 
Ogden Avenue out of Chicago. The sun 
was bright, the sky was blue and smogless 
(he knew then he was dreaming), birds 
chirped, and the car made iron music in 
the peaceful morning. 
What an engine! Clay Smith, augment- 
‘ed by Bill Stroppe, Henry Ford, and the 
entire mechanical staff of Mercedes-Benz 
(10,000 strong), had worked 24 hours a 
day for six months. The mammoth pistons 
glided in their polished cylinders like silk 
ribbons through a baby’s hands. The deli- 
cate rustle of the valves was like the lap 
of little waves in a Tahitian lagoon. The 
languid air wafting back from the mighty 
fan carried the scent of gardenias. 
Beside his left ear, a siren-sang. 
“Whatsa matter, Mac? Lead in your 
shoes? If you can’t drag more than 100 
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out of this sweet chariot, you’ll have to 
pull off. Can’t have you blocking traffic.” 

“Say, Officer, where is the traffic? I 
haven’t seen a blessed car. What’s become 
of that guy that runs me onto the shoulder 
on the blind curves?” 

“We shot him.” 

“And the old ladies of both sexes? The 
gravel trucks, and the one-armed lovers?” 

“Gone where the woodbine twineth. . . 
Listen, Bud, this road is yours. All this 
concrete cost more dough than there are 
ulcers in Hollywood, but today it’s your 
private promenade. All rules off. Steer that 
perfect curve pattern, just like it was 
Memorial Day in Indianapolis. It’s your 
road, man, yours!” 

“Gosh, Officer, I never dreamed—you 
mean it’s like this all the way down to 
Joliet?” 

“This permit to a piston-pusher’s para- 
dise is valid clear to New Orleans, 2000 


TO FAME 


It takes guts to drive 
in the Mexican Road Race. 
Some of the recent history 

behind the new version 
is almost unknown 


Text and photos by Don Pope 


How are U.S. drivers received in Mexico? 
Ask Herschel McGriff, winner of 1951 race 
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miles more or less, if you and your car 
are men enough to last that long.” 

“And only me on the road?” 

“Well, we did think we might pass out 
pieces of pavement to certain other de- 
serving gentlemen—Ascari, Ruttman, 
Stevenson, a few guys like that.” 

“Well, just as long as they don’t get in 
my way. But don’t let’s sit here blabbing! 
I’m liable to wake up before we get to 
Aurora.” 

While our hero still daydreams, let’s 
move a few inches south on the map of 
North America, across the Rio Grande. 
There, a writer’s idle fancy acquires local 
habitation and a name: Carrera Pan- 
Americana México, the Mexican Road 
Race. 


Give and take a few miles on the dis-- 


tances, change Chicago to Tuxtla Gutier- 
rez and New Orleans to Ciudad Juarez, 
and you have an impressionistic descrip- 
tion of what it’s like to drive in Mexico’s 
great annual race. 

Two thousand miles of open road. All 
paved. A tempting thing to most of us, 
for in our daily driving we are forced to 
go slower and slower in cars built to go 
faster and faster. There is also a little 
matter of $100,000 in prize money, and a 
view of one of the most interesting coun- 
tries on the globe. The date for the fourth 
running of the Pan-American: November 
19 to 23. 

Now, how does the impossible become 
the accomplished fact, just by crossing 
a frontier? The answer, of course, is po- 
litical. For a race from Chicago to New Or- 
leans, the governments of the states would 
have to give permission to close the high- 
way. So, presumably, would the Federal 
government. Just imagine the debates in 
Congress! If such a proposition ever got 
through Washington and the various state 
capitals, there would still be thousands of 
cities and towns and crossroads entitled 
to put in their two cents. Then would 


come all the associations and lodges and 
clubs, and even if everyone else gave way, 
some solitary crusader would no doubt lie 
down in the highway and refuse to budge. 
Just to put the question is to answer it. 
You couldn’t close off enough of U.S. 66 
to stage an egg-and-spoon race. 

Then how come it’s done in Mexico? 
The Pan-American Race passes through 11 
states and most of the country’s larger 
cities. Few alternate routes are available. 
All motor traffic just stops. The area is 
put under what amounts to a military oc- 
cupation. To what extent, we shall see. 

Mexico is not a dictatorship. The Presi- 
dent is chosen by popular election, along 
with a two-chamber congress. The Mexi- 
can constitution, modeled after that of the 
United States, provides for a federal union 
of states. Theoretically, each state must 
give permission for the race to pass 
through it, and perhaps each city also. I 
say perhaps, because in practice the issue 
simply doesn’t arise. 

Although the race is technically a pri- 
vate enterprise, each year the race com- 
mittee has had to hold its breath waiting 
for a go-ahead from the President. A sim- 
ple “no” from him, and it’s all off. But 
once the President gives his permission, 
that settles it. He speaks for everybody. 

It would take a long history lesson to 
explain why this is so. It doesn’t mean the 
President is absolute. It doesn’t mean 
Mexico is not a democracy. It does mean 
that, regardless of the form of govern- 
ment, there is a long tradition of central- 
ism going back to Spanish colonial days; 
it also means that the Mexican, a rugged 
individualist in his personal life, shrugs 
his shoulders over the ways of government 
—politics is for politicians. Anyhow, Mexi- 
cans love their road race. It’s exciting and, 
by the way, it’s good for business. 

Taking leave of politics, the participa- 
tion of the government is still important 
in our story. 

The first race, held in May 1950, was 


knows. The mystery of the cause is a much-discussed subject among Pan-Am veterans 
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government-inspired. Mexico was rightly 
proud of having completed its part of the 
Pan-American highway system. What 
more effective way of demonstrating that 
the highway was not only finished, but a 
truly modern high-speed thoroughfare, 
than by opening it with a race? 

Serious talk began in 1949, encouraged 
by the three principal automobile associa- 
tions of Mexico, before sponsorship fell 
to the Asociacién Nacional Automovilis- 
tica (ANA). As an affiliate of the Inter- 
national Automobile Federation (FIA), 
which sponsors most major international 
racing, ANA sanction was essential, and 
the association has continued to organize 
all the Pan-American Races. 

There’s no room here to go into all the 
delays and difficulties, wisdom and foolish- 
ness, that inevitably accompany a first ef- 
fort of such magnitude. It was bound to 
be something of a mess. As Mr. Shake- 
speare (who, I feel, would have enjoyed 
the Pan-American) once observed, the 
age of miracles is probably past. But to 
quote a more recent bard, California Lin- 
coln-Mercury dealer Bob Estes: “You 
should have seen the first year at Indian- 
apolis!” (Not to mention the woes of such 
comparatively minor enterprises as Wat- 
kins Glen and Bridgehampton. ) 

Stateside rumors, always wild and wool- 
ly where the Mexican race is concerned, 
were an early problem. Mexican gasoline 
was no good, the highway wouldn’t be 
finished, the rules were uncertain, the 
prize money ($38,000) might not be paid, 
etc., etc. This epidemic was put under 
control when some racing people from the 
States (including Bob Estes and Johnny 
Mantz) came for a look-see. On returning 
home, they issued a joint statement en- 
dorsing the race. Mantz himself raced an 
Estes-sponsored Lincoln and became a 
popular hero. 

One of the rumors was justified to an 
extent. Because Guatemala has no high- 
way to meet Mexico’s link in the Pan- 


The skid marks show Estrada Menocal’s car went straight off this curve. Why, nobody A picture worth a thousand words. Mexico 


and the auto age meet on an isolated plain 
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A cross-section of Mexico forms a backdrop for John Fitch and the Mercedes. The nose mask protected his face from wind at speed 


American, two-thirds of the final 170 miles 
from Tuxtla Gutierrez to the Guatemalan 
frontier at El Ocotal has never been 
paved. With the first race starting from 
Juarez in the north, the drivers found the 
last leg a nightmare of cracked rock. Win- 
ner Herschel McGriff disemboweled his 
Oldsmobile a thousand yards from the 
finish, and coasted across minus gas and 
oil. El Ocotail itself was just a few 
thatched huts, and it was a long, long 
trail back home. 

Since the first race, the El Ocotal leg 
has been skipped and the race has gone 
from south to north, leaving finishing 
competitors from the States 2000 miles 
nearer home when it’s all over. 

As anyone knows who has traveled in 
Mexico, the principal highway menace is 
livestock. Cattle, sheep, goats, horses and 
burros think the pavement was laid just 
so they can enjoy the heat radiating off 
the concrete. The highway is unfenced 
and something extremely drastic was 
called for during the race to achieve that 
dream of the open road we’ve been talking 
about. 

Race Director Antonio Cornejo, an 
energetic Stanford graduate of a promi- 
nent Mexico City family, called in the 
Army. All branches of the military down 


Mexico’s midnight oil reserve will be un- 
touched this year because of impound rule 
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to the village militia level, aided by the 
police, established a 2000 mile cordon. 
Mounted patrols scoured the countryside 
for more than a mile on each side of the 
route. The day before the race was to 
pass, all farmers were required to tie up 
or pen their animals..On the day of the 
race, the highway was closed to all traffic. 
Crossroads were blockaded, city streets 
were cleared, and people whose houses 
fronted on the route were advised to stay 
indoors or watch the race from their 
roofs (nearly always flat in Mexico). 
Planes patrolled overhead to spot hazards 
that might escape the ground forces. 

Essentially this same system has been 
in operation for each race. Some dangers, 
particularly at finish lines, have persisted. 
It seems to be impossible to convince a 
lot of people that crowding in on cars 
going 150 mph is comparable to strolling 
through an artillery barrage. But the 
overall success of the system is proved by 
the fact that the race is still being held. 
Maybe the age of miracles isn’t past. 

Despite the $38,000 in prize money, 
the first race was essentially amateur in 
spirit. The rules were made deliberately 
loose. Cars were supposed to be stock, 
but anything with four wheels attached 
to some sort of engine was allowed to 
chug along. Anyone’s maiden aunt could 
get right in there with Taruffi and Johnny 
Mantz, and did. Entries included nine 
women (a couple of them were grand- 
mothers), a middle-aged man and wife 
from New York, and a _ white-haired 
romantic from Arizona, riding co-pilot 
with a Spanish-American war veteran she 
planned to marry after the race. It was 
all very charming and unlikely, and didn’t 
happen again. The only woman to repeat 
was Jacqueline Evans, British-born Mex- 
ican movie actress and nightclub singer, 
who has been in all three races. She’s the 
first one to sign up in the light sport class 
for the fourth race. 

When it was decided to make the Pan- 


American an annual affair, it was obvious 
a more professional approach had to be 
taken. The FIA and the AAA Contest 
Board could not be expected to be so 
broad-minded twice in a row. 

It turned out to be a good race, and 
worth repeating. The date was moved to 
autumn. There were five days of actual 
racing with a day’s layover in Durango. 

The late Antonio Cornejo stepped down 
as Director-General but remained a pow- 
erful support behind the scenes. A volatile 
young Spaniard, Enrique Martin Moreno, 
an ANA executive and Control Chief of 
the first race, took over. Martin Moreno 
has been Director-General and prime mov- 
er-and-shaker in all the Races since. 

Driver licensing and a more detailed def- 
inition of “stock” were the first orders of 
business. On both of these jagged rocks. 
the second race scraped and threatened, at 
times, to sink. 

There has never been any license prob- 
lem for Mexican and European drivers. 
But in the U.S., the AAA and NASCAR 
(National Association of Stock Car Auto- 
mobile Racing) were and are feuding. Un- 

-der FIA rules for international competi- 
tion, all U.S. drivers competing in an 
FIA-approved race must carry AAA-issued 


(Continued on page 64) 


Jack McAfee shredded this tire on a Fer- 
rari. New tire design may ease the problem 
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More unusual cars than 
ever before are featured 
at the Fourth Annual ) 
International Motorama 


The customs at Motorama will be second 
to none in inspiration and quality of fin- 
ish. This ’50 Studebaker is an example 


Packard’s experimental Balboa hardtop, 
latest variation on that popular theme, 
offers freedom from snow, ice, and glare 


HE MOST COLORFUL GALAXY of 

automobiles ever. assembled in the 
United States? That’s the Fourth Annual 
International Motorama. What kind of 
cars send chills up your spine? Detroit’s 
lavish limited production cars? They’ll be 
there, including Hudson’s new Italia. 
What else do you like? America’s own 
beautiful customs? The newest and finest 
creations in the sports car field? Won- 
drous foreign imports? Record-holding 
competition machines? You'll see them 
all, with Bonneville entries and the na- 
tion’s greatest collection of hot rods! 
There'll be antiques, classics, and vintage 
cars galore. 

The entire Fiberglas construction proc- 
ess will be demonstrated. A Fiberglas car 
will be assembled on the show floor. A 
new Woodill Wildfire (Motor Trenp, 
August 1952) will go to the show’s lucki- 
est visitor as a door prize. The car is a 
replica of the one used by Danny Kaye 
in his new film, “Knock on Wood.” 

More dramatic in presentation than 
ever before, the ’53 Motorama will run 
from October 26 through November 1 at 
Los Angeles’ Pan-Pacific Auditorium. 


Hudson’s new Italia has an interior fairly bursting with innovations like two- 
piece seatbacks, safety belts, luggage holddown straps. doors cut into the roof 
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HEN A CAR like the Austin Healey 

“too” comes along, when its maker 
publicizes it as a car “for the enthusiast 
who wants quality,” and when an enthusi- 
astic press lauds it in glowing terms, you 
begin to wonder, “Js it really that good?” 
We (Motor Research) were dou- 
bly curious: We wondered not only if it 
could be that good, but, if so, why was it 
so comparatively reasonable? (Austin Mo- 
tor Company Ltd., England, quotes a price 
of $2985 FOB port of entry.) 

To let us get the answer to these ques- 
tions, the Southern California Austin rep- 
resentative turned over to us his personal 
car (then the only Austin Healey 100 on 
the Coast). 

“A word of caution,” Bob Botwinick 
noted. “This car’s a pilot model. one of 
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the two assembled in a big hurry for the 
International Motor Sports Show in New 
York earlier this year. I’d appreciate it if 
you’d keep that in mind, since it may 
have a few bugs that production cars 
won't.” (That explains why we give our 
driving impressions and not a full-scale 
road test report. Providing sufficient read- 
er interest warrants it, we will publish our 
own performance figures later. ) 

Most people at Trend Inc. had been 
anxiously awaiting their first look at the 
car. When we drove it into our parking 
lot, questions were tossed at us hot and 
heavy. 

“Ts this it? Looks even better than it 
does in its-pictures.” 


THAT GOOD! 


“How soon can you get one?” 

“Can I take a ride?” 

That was the immediate reaction. But 
now we’d like to put down various person- 
al observations about the car. We’re set- 
ting them down like this (each of us had a 
chance to drive the car a good number of 
miles over a three-day period) since a 
sports car must be evaluated in a light 
totally different from a stock car. Here 
are my notes: 

It’s fast, has lots of punch at any speed 
and in any gear, including high. Austin 
claims it will do from zero to 60 mph in 
10.5 seconds, get through the quarter- 
mile in 18 seconds, hit 80 mph in 20 sec- 
onds and give a top speed (in racing trim, 
windshield down, tonneau covering the 
passenger’s side. full bellypan) of 110 
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mph. The best possible demonstration of 
British conservatism in performance claims 
is the Austin Healey’s record smashing at 
Bonneville in September: A modified mod- 
el (8.5 to 1 compression ratio instead of 
the standard 7.5 to 1, higher valve lift, 
smooth tires) hit 142.6 mph, later aver- 
aged 123.75 mph for six hours and 122.9 
for 12 hours, and broke sundry records for 
light (International Class D) cars. A stock 
equipped car averaged 104.3 mph for 24 
hours. 

At high speeds (70 and above) due 
partially to the extremely light all-alumi- 
num body, there is some wind wander. 
Production models will be slightly heavier 
than the test car’s 1900 pounds because 
steel fendersides and door panels, less sus- 
ceptible to damage, will replace the alumi- 
num ones. For a go inch wheelbase car, 
the ride is good, and it takes dips reason- 
ably well. 

Bucket seats are exceedingly comforta- 
ble for driver or passenger; the back of 
the seat is shaped to hold the passenger in 
during hard cornering. Steering wheel po- 
sition is comfortable and you can rest your 
left arm on the doortop while driving. 
The column is adjustable. There’s plenty 
of legroom. 

Steering is not stiff (like that of an MG, 
»- for example) but it is much quicker (24 
turns lock to lock) than American stock 
cars. The “too” corners like a sports car 
should: When you’re powering through a 
very sharp or wet turn you can break the 
rear end loose, but you correct the wheel 
--slightly and the car’s back under control. 
Going through gentle to fairly sharp-radi- 
us turns at 45 to 55 mph, you won’t nor- 
mally drift. If you do, you feel confident 
about the car’s ability to power out of it. 

Neither the gearbox nor the engine is 
temperamental. You can treat both of 
them like those of an American car; you’re 
not constantly shifting gears to rev the 
engine to its peak. The electrically oper- 
ated overdrive (it has a toggle switch on 
the instrument panel) gives you virtually 


Photos by Bill Southworth and Jack Campbell 


Gordon Benett (in cockpit) and Donald Healey at Bonneville with the Austin Healey that broke International Class D records 
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Austin Healey uses long-stroke, ohv “four” that puts out go bhp. It gives good low- 


speed torque, one of many reasons why the new car should succeed here in the U.S. 


six speeds forward, any one of them in- 
stantly available. 

And how do some of the other staff 
members feel about the Austin Healey 
“t00”? Well, here’s what normally unex- 
citable Jim Potter, our six-foot, one-inch, 
200-pound managing editor says: 

“Tt has looks, power, compactness, easy 
handling, and precision. Everything fits: 
doors, hood, deck lid. They gave a lot of 
attention to comfort details, such as the 
side curtains, the hollowed-out door pan- 
els, the sloping two-position windshield, 
the bucket-type seats, etc. My frame fits 
with plenty of legroom and space to ma- 
neuver controls. The gearshift, though di- 


rectly opposite to American cars, is easy 
to get onto and also easy to manipulate. 

“Of all the small cars that I’ve driven, 
the Austin Healey is tops. I like its size; 
I like its looks; I’m comfortable driving it.” 

How about or new Technical Editor, 
Dick van Osten, who has some trouble 
squeezing into tight spots? 

“The ‘too’ is light and short, making it 
easy for both the sports car enthusiast and 
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the housewife to drive. Its handling is 
good enough for even the most ardent 
driver. 

“Visibility is good, and although the 
seating position is a little low for the aver- 
age driver, I personally like it. When the 
top is up (and it’s easy to handle) it’s 
still easy to see out the back because of 
the large rear window. 

“High cruising speed of, the car appears 
to be around 80 mph in overdrive (3000 
to 3500 rpm). The proved long-stroke A- 


Frankly a two-passenger car, it has room for one more on the 
padded driveshaft. Cockpit, controls show top design sense 
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The Austin Healey roars down the salt-floored track just before it established a new production car record: 142.6 mph 


go engine gives it good performance and 
dependability. 

“There’s very little or no wind blast 
for driver or passenger (my wife reports ). 
I agree with her. 

“Overall impression: It’s elegant and 
sporty in appearance (an unusual com- 
bination in British design) and has good 
workmanship.” 

And what does our lanky (six-foot, two- 
inch) assistant managing editor, Pete Mol- 
son, have to say? 


There’s room for luggage in this sports car. Gas filler, 
side trunk, is artfully concealed but not too satisfactory 


“An extremely appealing little car that 
would get my dough if I were planning to 
get anything anywhere near its price class. 
It’s the right size, a great pleasure to drive, 
has plenty of room for driver and passen- 
ger with the possibility of taking a third 
along for a very short haul.” (The drive- 
shaft is well padded. ) 

“The combination of responsive steer- 
ing, plenty of reserve power, and the best 
transmission setup I have tried yet is 
what makes it such fun. 
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“The instruments, upholstery, wind- 
shield and side curtain workmanship all 
show real care in design and construction. 
The car needs an outside door handle, 
though, especially with the top up. Why 
not a pushbutton at the top rear edge?” 

Another member of our Research Staff, 
Fred Bodley (who is average in height 
and weight) had this to say: 

“Instrument panel placement is fairly 
good and there’s a nice contrast in faces. 
Seats give good support to thighs; would 


Walt Woron tests the first Austin Healey to reach the Coast. Docile handling on curves and straightaway impressed MT staff 


like to see quicker adjustment for seats.” 
(It is necessary to remove and re-locate 
two bolts to move the seat.) “Excellent 
storage room for such a small car. Steer- 
ing is lightly loaded and fast. Takes turns 
quite flat. Handling is all you could ask 
for in a car of this class.” 

Photo Editor Jack Campbell, highly 
critical of cars, waxed enthusiastic: 

“The Austin Healey ‘too’ is a real auto- 
mobile. It has power, excellent handling 
characteristics, comfort, speed, and beauty 


of line. It’s an example of a car that com- 
bines high performance with utility. Its 
road-holding qualities are astounding. It’s 
about the greatest little car that I’ve ever 
had the pleasure of driving.” (You'll have 
to take our word for it that Jack doesn’t 
ordinarily talk that way.) 

And so the one question of whether it 
can be that good is answered. We’re still 
at a loss to explain why it sells for so 
little. But more power to Austin if they 
can hold the line. We like it at that price! 


Straightforward in design, its front fenders visible at all times, the car combines the best features of British 
and U.S. design. It looks “stripped for action” even on a city boulevard, but you don’t need a degree to drive it 
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O PEOPLE WHO WORK in body 

shops, moments of quiet are few and 
far between. The crash of hammer on 
metal has become the background music 
to the American custom car scene. There- 
fore, to walk into the shop of Jack Sutton 
and Dennis Power and find it both quiet 
and in full production is an experience 
that may shake up the hardiest of indi- 
viduals. The secret of the silence is, 
strangely enough, a machine. 

In most American shops where large 
panels are hand formed, the air hammer 
is the only thing available to do the job. 
This is not only a noisy process, but the 
constant hammering fatigues the metal 
and makes it brittle. The machine, or 
more properly, tool, that Sutton and 
Power use is not only quiet, but it anneals 
the metal to the shape desired, and does 
not build up stresses and strains within 
the metal, as does hammering. 

This tool, as well as its owners, has its 


roots in England, and has been the main- 
stay of “tin bashers” and “panelbeaters” 
there for nearly 20 years. Why it has 
never found a place in U.S. body shops is 
a mystery. Perhaps the reason that the 
tool is relatively unknown in this country 
is that it takes a long time to learn to use 
it properly. Both Sutton and Power have 
been in the profession since they appren- 
ticed in it at the age of 14. Since both 
are nearing 40 now, it can be assumed 
that they know a bit about the nature of 
metal. 

In aircraft and automotive shops this 
tool is indispensable. Looking like a large 
C-clamp mounted verticaliy on the floor, 
the unit has a free-turning wheel mounted 
in the upper jaw of the C, with its axle 
perpendicular to the back of the C. In the 
lower jaw, which is adjustable by means 
of a spiral gear from below, is a smaller, 
removable wheel. This wheel may be 
changed in size and shape according to the 
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of silence at this metal 
Shaping shop? Strangely 

AS Sutton and Dennis Power work on a large sheet for a streamliner. Speigel helped the boys set up their own shop in Los Angeles Sh 


contour desired in the ,particular panel. 

The operator places the metal between 
these wheels. brings the lower jaw up 
snug, and moves the metal back and forth 
until the correct shape is achieved. When 
he finishes the piece, it is so smooth that 
it has to be “roughed up” in order to take 
paint. Only the operator’s skill limits the 
complexity of the curves possible in any 
size panel. 

The men who control the magic of this 
machine have worked in many of the good 
shops in England. Sutton worked in the 
aircraft plant of Vickers Ltd., did much 
of the body panel work for the late Sir 
Malcolm Campbell’s “Bluebird,” and fi- 
nally operated his own place, devoted to 
racing cars and specials. 

During the war, Sutton met Power at 
Coventry, and they worked as a team un- 
til 1944, when their paths separated; 
Power went on his own with a body repair 
shop in Coventry, and Sutton was off to 


Jack Sutton, left, and George Beavis fit 
a hood panel on the Beavis Special, while 
Max Speigel, S and S’s “angel,” looks on 


Everybody pitches in at S and S Metal 
Shop! Speigel, Power, and Sutton work on 
Chet Herbert’s Bonneville streamliner 
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Africa as an airline mechanic. Aside from 
having his own shop, Power has worked in 
the largest of the British body shops. 
First among these is the great Abbey 
Panel Works, which makes bodies for 
most of the well-known British cars. 

Neither man knew where the other was, 
but one day Sutton (who had come to 
Los Angeles by way of Canada) walked 
into a shop and found Power working 
there. One thing led to another, and into 
the picture came Max Speigel, a man of 
vision and capital, who put the boys in a 
position to set up their own shop in the 
custom capital, Los Angeles. 

The honor of being the first body off 
the line goes to a trim little special built 
by George Beavis. Next in line is a 
streamliner for Bonneville, built for Chet 
Herbert. Also in the works are two special 
coupes built around Cadillac components, 
and a pair of Grand Prix Ferraris. 

Keynote of this entire operation, some- 


Removal of the lower roller, demonstrated 
by Jack Sutton, is a simple, quick job. 
Jaw is adjusted through spiral gearing 


Dennis Power works on panel of compound 
curves. Note sheen of the metal; before 
it is painted, metal must be “roughed-up” 


what unexpectedly, is economy. Sutton 
and Power want to put cars in the hands 
of people who can’t afford the expense of 
the European body builders, but who want 
a car that’s theirs alone. 

Sutton says they can duplicate any 
body that’s ever been built, or build any- 
thing from scratch, and this at a reason- 
able price. 

They have already sent for another 
machine. When it comes, they will prob- 
ably need more room. One thing that Sut- 
ton cannot understand (and that he is 
trying to do something about) is the cur- 
rent practice among big Detroit manufac- 
turers of sending their special designing 
and building jobs to Italy. This, he thinks, 
is foolish, since there are many talented 
designers in this country who aye capable 
of doing a fine job. Besides, he feels if spe- 
cial-bodied cars can be designed in this 
country, S and S Metal Shaping can jolly 
well build them! 


The “silent metalworker” with a flat roll- 
er in place. Different blocks are used to 
produce limitless, smooth panel contours 
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The Russians now 
build five passenger 
cars, but a rough 
road stretches ahead 
for their motorists 


By the MT Research Staff 


Most street scenes show trucks and busses, but this photo of a tranquil boulevard 
in Voronezh (about the size of Louisville, Ky.) has an utter absence of automobiles 


WNING A PRIVATE AUTOMOBILE is a privilege lim- 

ited to a favored few among the 200 million people in the 
Soviet Union. And for those fortunate enough to buy a car, 
maintenance is a major, if not insurmountable, problem. This 
picture is not one drawn by anti-Soviet propagandists; rather, 
it is a situation pointed up frequently in the official Russian 
press. 

When many workers buy private cars, the story rates the 
front page of the Communist Party newspaper Pravda, the gov- 
ernment newspaper /zvestia, or the trade union publication 
Trud. Correspondents freely discuss the difficulties of keeping 
a car. Take, for example, a recent news item in /zvestia. Date- 
lined Voroshilovgrad (an important manufacturing center of 
about 250,000 population) the story said: 

“About 1500 working people in Voroshilovgrad Province have 
acquired their own automobiles, while still more have bought 
motorcycles. The number of car owners grows constantly. 

“But the difficulty is that many car owners do not know 
how to do their own overhauling. They need skilled help. It is 
time to organize automobile clubs in the province center to in- 
$€ruct motor vehicle owners. But not even one such club exists 
in the province. 

“Other problems also have not been solved. For example, 
Voroshilovgrad has no service station. It has no place for wash- 
ing cars, and there is no vulcanizing shop. 
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“Some soviets [councils] in the province are trying to solve 
these problems, but they do not act resolutely. An automobile 
repair shop was opened in Kadiyevka. But what happened? ‘The 
shop had neither supplies nor spare parts. 

“Rumor has it that a repair shop will be opened in the city 
of Lisichansk, where there are many privately owned automo- 
biles. But nothing has happened as yet.” 

Such conditions could well exist in outlying provinces without 
being typical of the entire country. But here is a plaintive letter 
to the editor of /zvestia, dated April 24, 1953. It is from M. 
Kalik, a Moscow bus driver: 

“When my friends heard I had decided to buy an automobile. 
the first thing they asked was did I have a garage. I replied that 
as soon as I had the automobile I would find the garage. They 
smiled skeptically. 

“T bought a Moskvich [a small car] and gave the necessary 


. papers to the Dzerzhinsky Borough Inter-Agency Commission. 


asking for seven square meters of land to build a garage. The 
commission rejected my request for failure to show a good 
reason. 

“But what reason was required? What does a private car 
owner have to do to build a garage? 

“T put this and other questions to Comrade Bodunkov, vice 
chairman of the Dzerzhinsky Soviet Executive Committee. 

“Bodunkov said he thought I hod made a mistake in buying’ 
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the car. When I asked why, he said that I didn’t stop to think 
what the executive committee officials would do if half the peo- 
ple in the borough bought cars. 

“Despite Comrade Bodunkov’s emphatic statement, I was 
not convinced. I again petitioned the Inter-Agency Commission 
and was again rejected. 

“T returned to Comrade Bodunkov and asked what I was to 
do—where could I keep my automobile? He said I shouldn’t 
keep it, that I should sell it and save myself the worry of build- 
ing a garage. 

“Months have passed. I have not sold the car. Every day I 
am consumed with worry about where to leave the Moskvich 
during the night.” 

Bus driver Kalik was extremely fortunate to get a car in the 
first place. Comparatively few are on the public market, a 
large proportion being reserved for official use. 

In 1950, the Soviet Union produced around 400,000 motor 
vehicles, but only about 100,000 were passenger cars; the rest 
were trucks. Under the present Five Year Plan, which ends in 
1955, total motor vehicle output will increase 20 per cent. Pas- 
senger car production alone is slated to rise 49 per cent. Assum- 
ing fulfillment of the plan, Russia will be producing around 
150,000 cars and 330,000 trucks annually in two more years. 
The Soviet Union’s 1950 output of 100,000 cars and 300,000 
trucks is far below U.S. production of 6,665,000 cars and 
1,337,000 trucks in the same period. 

The difficulty of acquiring a car in Russia is thus apparent 
from a purely mathematical standpoint. During 1950, the 
U.S.S.R. produced only one passenger automobile for each 2000 
people. In the same year, the U.S. made one passenger car for 
each 22.5 people, not counting cars for export. 

With only a little over one per cent as many cars available 
per capita as in the U.S., you might think that there would be 
a mad scramble over the small supply. This is not the -case, 
because an automobile is beyond the means of the average 
Soviet worker. Take-home pay in the Soviet Union averages 
about $125 monthly. The price of a Moskvich, the cheapest 
Russian passenger car, is around $2000. 

A recent cost-of-living survey in various countries gives these 
figures: An auto mechanic in the U.S. would have to work six 
months for enough money to buy a car. In Russia he would 
have to work 15 months, in England two years, in France two 
years and 10 weeks, and in Italy three years and five months. 

A telephone operator in the United States works 33 weeks for 
enough money to buy a small car. Her Russian counterpart has 
to work two and a half years. In England the period is two 
years, in France two years and 47 weeks, and in Italy three 
years and 10 months. 

Assuming that a Russian. worker has the money to buy a car, 
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Captured by U.S. forces in Korea, this ZIS-110 came to the 
U.S. in care of the late General Walton Walker. Shortly 
after, Trend Inc. bought it and displayed it in the 1951 Mo- 
torama. On the street, its immense size attracted motorists 
and pedestrians, but it looked so much like a Packard that 
few of them seemed to guess its true nationality. Equipped 
with electric windows and other luxury accessories, the lim- 
ousine had powerful acceleration, especially for its nearly 
three tons. This 148 inch wheelbase model, larger of the 
two Soviet limousines, is now touring its adopted country 


he is limited in choice to two models—the Moskvich and the 
Pobeda. The four-passenger Moskvich, first produced in 1946, 
is somewhat larger and more expensive than the American Cros- 
ley. Its 23 horsepower, four-cylinder engine has a 2.66 inch 
bore, a 3.05 inch stroke, and a compression ratio of 6.0:1. It 
gets about 37 miles per gallon, weighs 1856 pounds, and will hit 
61 mph. 

The five-seater Pobeda, which looks like a pre-war Ford, has 
a four-cylinder, 49 bhp engine. It has a rated top speed of 6% 
mph and weighs 3000 pounds. The 129.3 cubic inch engine has 
a 3.23 inch bore, a 3.94 inch stroke, a compression ratio of 
6.2:1, and turns 3600 rpm at maximum output. It covers 
about 21 miles on a gallon. 

Three other Soviet automobiles are in production, but they 
are not available to private citizens. They are the ZIM, the 
ZIS-110, and the new GAZ-69. 

The only car with modern styling in Russia today, the ZIM 
first appeared in 1949. The six-passenger luxury car has a bustle 
back and a six-cylinder, 90 bhp engine, weighs 3960 pounds, 
and has a top speed of 78 mph. Bore is 3.23 inches, stroke 
4.33 inches and its compression ratio is 6.7:1. It has.a conven- 
tional gearbox with a fluid coupling. 

The seven-passenger, eight-cylinder ZIS-110, obviously de- 
rived from the 1941 Packard, is Russia’s large and costly limou- 
sine. Powered by a 140 bhp engine, it has a maximum speed of 
87 mph. It has a (Continued on page 70) 


JACK CAMPBELL 


The Pobeda, built to withstand hard use under rugged road 
conditions, is usually considered an criginal Russian design 
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Styling 


grille bar, and elimination of wide chrome plates on fenders 


Well-supported deck lid, held open by overcenter springs, ex- 
poses one of the roomiest trunks of all cars tested this year 


T HAS BEEN SAID that good things 

come in small packages, but here’s a 
good thing that measures 211 by 76% by 
62% inches—hardly a small package, but 
genuinely good in terms of materials, 
workmanship, and mechanics. For those 
who aren’t up on their statistics, those 
measurements add up to the overall 
length, width, ard height of the ’53 Chrys- 
ler New Yorker De! ixe four-door sedan. 

MT’s test Chrysler was one car that we 
couldn’t appraise easily from its general 
appearance, for the Chrysler hides its mer- 
its within a we'l-built. ut'litay an body. 
It’s a body that sticks to functional lines 
to achieve spaciousness. 


Is there anything new and different about 
the °53 Chrysler New Yorker? Although 
the New Yorker boasts an entirely new 
body; the major change is the car’s 


Thirty 


changes for ’53 include new parking lights, a third 


Dashboard spares no chrome, but padding eliminates glare com- 
pletely. Large, one-piece windshield is result of body change 


New Yorker’s vear end was “decked” by replacing trunk handle 
with key-operated latch. Taillights incorporate backup lights 


The luxury car field is as hotly competitive as 
the lowest-priced group. One of the reasons is 
the Chrysler New Yorker, whose motto might be 


QUALITY FIRST 


Photos by Jack Campbell 


handier size. The ’52 New Yorker had a 
131%-inch wheelbase, with an _ overall 
length of 213 inches. The ’53 models are 
mounted on a 125%4-inch wheelbase, and 
their overall length is two inches shorter. 
The ’53 New Yorker uses the same chassis 
as the ’52 Chrysler Saratoga which, along 
with the 131-inch New Yorker chassis, has 


been dropped this year. The New Yorker 
and the less expensive, six-cylinder Wind- 
sor are now on the same wheelbase. 


Is this big package hard to drive? Thanks 
to Chrysler’s “full-time” power steering, 
the New Yorker handles as easily as a 
motorbike. Turning the steering wheel 
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requires no effort at all, and makes park- 
ing a breeze if you’re handy at maneuver- 
ing a large car in tight spaces. However, 
the lack of feel in the wheel can be dis- 
concerting at times, for you can change 
the car’s course with nothing more than 
the weight of your hand on the wheel; be- 
cause of this, the “lazy” steering system 
demands constant attention. 

The Chrysler’s tremendous response to 
the gas pedal can be slightly harrowing in 
tight parking places if you’re not used 
either to the available power, or the touch 
of the accelerator pedal; on this count, 
we’re inclined to agree with those who say 
that the clutch pedal is not outdated, be- 
cause it does allow more exact control at 
near-idle speeds. For those just leaving 
the ranks of the standard-shift cars, the 
Chrysler’s clutch can be a blessing. People 
familiar with strictly automatic gearboxes 
may consider it an unnecessary evil. 


Does the Chrysler have good roadability? 
The New Yorker’s reaction to streetcar 
tracks was about average: There was some 
sidesway going in and out of the tracks. 
Hitting the soft shoulder of a suburban 
road, the Chrysler held its course easily; 
we felt no drag in the steering wheel. 
Body movement on rutted roads was bet- 
ter than on last year’s Saratoga test car. 
The ’52 car had more tendency to rock 
from side to side in ruts or car tracks. 

Power steering gives positive control 
of the car in all tight corners, although the 
car’s heavy lean-over and loud tire squeal 
can give the driver an uneasy feeling of 
cornering too fast. (We understand that 
the ’54 Chrysler will be improved in this 
respect.) In normal driving, he will feel at 
ease. The rear end did not start to slide 
until we took the car into a really tight 
test curve at about 50 mph. 


Does it ride well? The ’53 Chrysler showed 
improvement in riding quality. It took 
normal highway dips and severe back-road 
chuckholes at all speeds up to 80 mph 
without ever bottoming or becoming air- 


borne. There was no excessive oscillation 
(up and down movement); the New 
Yorker took even the worst dips in stride, 
with nothing more than one controlled 
bounce. At 40 mph on a paved test curve, 
heel-over was quite noticeable; the Chrys- 


ler hit its maximum point of lean at 45 


mph, 


Does the Chrysler give top-notch passen- 
ger comfort? Although the ride is a “float- 
ing” one in terms of up-and-down move- 
ment (this is not true on the ’54 car), 
the New Yorker’s passengers enjoy a 
comfortable, untiring ride. There was no 
vibration or road shock, and wind noise 
was nearly non-existent. 


Is the New Yorker’s interior up to its class 
standard? There’s nothing about the Chrys- 
ler’s interior that even hints of substand- 
ard quality or workmanship. The interior 
is finished with “nice-to-touch” wool fab- 
ric, conservative in color and harmonizing 
nicely with trim and exterior colors. Many 
of us thought the firm, chair-height seats 
the most comfortable in any car tested 
this year. Adding greatly to comfort (and 
luxury) are the pull-down center armrests 
in both front and back seats. The New 
Yorker’s wide, comfortable front center 
armrest is a Chrysler exclusive; it should 
give those who satirize our so-called “liv- 
ing rooms on wheels” much conversation 
material, for it magnifies further the 
Chrysler’s easy-chair interior theme. 

Adding a special touch to an already 
luxurious interior are the handsome block- 
pattern door panels. The lower portions 
are trimmed in a durable plastic. 

Door handles are good-quality chrome, 
positioned for easy use; MT’s test car had 
electric window lifts, an optional luxury 
at $134. The New Yorker’s glove com- 
partment, at the right side of the dash- 
board, is average size; ashtrays are mount- 
ed on the rear seat armrests, with one 
mounted low at the center of the dash- 
board to be shared by driver and front 
seat passengers. 


Metal assist grips are mounted on the 
outer corners at the back of the front 
seat; they make it easier to get in and out 
of the car, but they are a possible collision 
hazard to rear seat passengers. This could 
be corrected by a simple change in design: 
Inset the grip in the seatback. 


How safe is the Chrysler’s interior? Chrys- 
ler designers deserve credit for installing 
a padded dashboard in a luxury car;. they 
could have designed the dashboard with 
only appearance in mind, but instead they 
covered the dash panel with leatherlike 
padding. It is not only pleasing in appear- 
ance, but it is entirely functional, for it 
eliminates glare completely. The protec- 
tive quality of the Chrysler’s padded panel 
appears as good as any car tested; perhaps 
it isn’t the best known to science, but it 
remains an important step toward safety. 

The most objectionable protrusions on 
the panel are the heat and vent controls, 
placed knee-high on the dashboard at the 
right of the steering column. The padding 
could be brought down and around the 
lower edge of the panel, and with what 
Chrysler has already done in the way of 
interior safety, we look for this to happen 
soon. Clock and radio controls could be 
further recessed for top passenger safety. . 


Can the driver read the instruments eas- 
ily? Are the controls marked clearly? The 
’53 Chrysler has well-marked controls and 
instruments, and all are within the driver’s 
reach. The large, hooded instrument panel 
contains a large speedometer (one of the 
few with a convenient resettable trip 
odometer), with conventional-type am- 
meter, fuel, temperature, and oil pressure 
gauges mounted above and around the 
speedometer. The chrome figures mounted 
on a black background can be read at a 
glance, and the driver can read all the in- 
struments on the high panel without tak- 
ing his eyes far from the road. Instrument 
lighting and the radio lights are rheostat- 
controlled; there are no lights for the 
(Continued on page 58) 
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AN ROAD TEST REPORT 


HIS ROAD TEST wraps up the 1953 

series for Motor TREND, but it’s cer- 
tainly not the least important. The Buick 
Special, otherwise known as “Series 40,” 
is one of the good reasons Buicks are the 
fourth most popular make in the U.S. 
according to national sales figures. 

Our Research Staff was interested to 
discover why so many Americans shell out 
a few extra dollars above the cost of the 
lowest-priced cars for the Buick Special, 
and we believe we've found the answer. 


Does Buick sell on name alone? No. 
Name is probably an aid to Buick sales. 
but it’s not a positive factor in making up 
the prospect’s mind. Although the car is 
well established in “name.” its quality and 
dependability, coupled with an extensive 
maintenance and service organization, gives 
the Buick owner a feeling of security 
wherever he may go. Buick’s severest crit- 
ics will lash out at what they consider de- 
ficiencies in past models, but every manu- 
facturer has had model years in which one 
or two details seem to be troublesome and 
this is not a valid criticism unless these 
self-appointed judges analyze their pre- 
ferred car in the same state of mind. 


Is the Special a “different”? car? No, the 
car is definitely related to the pre-war 
models in most ways with the exception of 
the Dynaflow unit. 

Its general appearance is similar to 
Buick’s other current models but a little 
less gaudy. The impression of solid con- 
struction is reflected in its exterior styling. 
It is popularly considered a “heavy” car 
but it is only 400 to 500 pounds heavier 
than a four-door sedan in the three lead- 
ing low-priced makes. 


How often will | have to fill up my tank? 
The Special is now economically competi- 


Football Game 


That’s the solid, big-feeling Buick Special, 
whose owners keep comin.y back for more 


Photos by Jack Campbell 


tive with other makes in the low and mid- 
dle price brackets. The latest Twin-Tur- 
bine Dynaflow has been improved greatly 
to eliminate the slippage at the beginning 
of an acceleration period, thus reducing 
fuel consumption over the earlier models 
when the car is driven rationally. An aver- 
age of 16.2 mpg was obtained by MT Re- 
search for all fuel consumption tests. Con- 
sidering that it’s a 4000-pound car with a 
torque converter, we'd say the Buick Spe- 
cial is a pretty economical car! 


Does the redesigned Dynaflow still feel 
like a slipping clutch? No. This peculiar- 
ity of torque converters is more psycho- 
logical than actual. Several of the MT staff 
who drove the car said that the engine 
seemed to be turning between 2500 and 
3000 rpm before the car began to move. 
But the Sun electric tachometer used in 
the road tests proved that our hearing was 
a bit oversensitive. As soon as the tach- 
ometer needle moved 100 rpm above the 
normal idle speed, so did the car. During 
the acceleration runs, a quick glance at 
the Perf-O-Meter showed constant accel- 


eration within the normal range of driving 
speeds. The basic reason for the “slipping” 
sensation in the Special is that the Dyna- 
flow unit could use a little more horse- 
power to turn it. 


The Buick Special is a fairly good-sized 
car compared to its sales competitors; is 
it hard to handle? This nas to be a “yes” 
and “no” answer. On the highway, it’s lost 
all of its mushiness and wander noticeable 
in some earlier versions. Tire squeal during 
fast cornering (including 45-degree turns 
across streetcar tracks) is probably at a 
new low for General Motors cars. 

But ... when it comes to narrow- 
street, slow-speed, and parking operations, 
the Special doesn’t rate so high. If you 
drive in downtown Boston or your wife 
tries to park in front of her favorite su- 
permarket. you may find the car a little 
hard to handle in tight quarters. The five 
and a quarter turns lock to lock will keep 
you pretty busy in the steering depart- 
ment. Power steering would be a great aid 
to the Special owner whose greatest per- 
centage of driving is in crowded areas. 
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30-60 mph 
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RIDE 
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If the car is “big”. can I stop it easily? 
Yes. The brakes on the Buick were excel- 
lent. The average stopping distance for 
our three checking speeds (30, 45, and 60 
mph) was the third best of all the cars 
tested by MT Research in 1953. The test 
car stopped smoothly and in a straight 
line even with the wheels locked. Re- 
quired pedal pressure was about average 
and the front brakes locked equally before 
the rear. This is a desirable quality in a 
heavily loaded passenger car. Buick 
should be able to match its brakes against 
any other U.S. manufacturer with pride. 


Would my Buick Special be a comfort- 
able car? Yes. This is probably one of its 
greatest sales points. The Special is a “big” 
car at a reasonable price; its makers em- 
phasize this with a soft ride and a pleasant 
interior. 

The suspension system gives a cush- 
ioned ride that is further softened by 
foam-rubber padding on the seats, The 
front seat is better padded than the rear, 
but after all, the majority of passengers 
ride in the front seat, with only an occa- 
sional “full house” riding out to Aunt 
Harriet’s for Thanksgiving. 

The driving position is comfortable but 
the short-waisted driver may complain 
that the steering wheel is too high for him 
(or her). 

Interior appointments, including uphol- 
stery, are average with the exception that 
the car has two ashtrays on the instru- 
ment panel, a detail often overlooked but 
much appreciated by the driver-smoker. 

Armrests are well positioned for both 
driver and passenger. Legroom is adequate. 


How does the Special perform? It’s nei- 
ther abomb nor a sloth. We feel that it does 
all the purchaser of the Special expects 
it to do. Acceleration won’t flip you into 
the rear seat nor will it leave you staring 
at a green light wondering where every- 
body went. Although the Dynaflow unit 
is not provided with a kick-down arrange- 
ment and the Special is not a fast-acceler- 
ating car, the characteristic of steady ac- 
celeration does a lot to prevent nervous 
breakdowns in the face of an oncoming 
Greyhound bus. 

Extreme demands on performance from 
the Special create more noise than we 
think is necessary. Engine noise is fairly 
high during foot-on-the-floor acceleration. 


Would my Special be expensive to main- 
‘ain? No. Certain replacement parts may 
be a little higher than for lower-priced 
cars, but this is quite a lot more autome- 
bile. Labor is not too high either, as most 
of the engine parts are easily accessible. 

The Special falls into a rather unusual 
category in respect to maintenance. Re- 
peating our impression of the car as a big 
package at a low price, it must be pointed 
out that the car is purchased by people 
who demand just that. As a general rule, 
these people are after comfort above all 
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Because of its convenience and ease of operation (features appreciated especially 
by the fair sex), Buick’s step-on parking brake draws much praise from MT Research 


A close look shows Special’s rear-end trim differs from other Buicks only by absence 
of “V” on deck lid emblem. Bulbous back is a true indication of the trunk’s capacity 


else and do not pound their cars with drag 
races away from every signal or with ex- 
tended cross-country trips at top speed. 
These two items have a definite effect on 
maintenance, so, as long as the bulk of 
Special owners fit this description, it 
will remain an unusually trouble-free car. 


Does the car have any unusual features? 
Yes. In addition to those previously men- 
tioned, Buick’s emergency brake system 
is different, and, in our opinion, the best. 
You set the parking brake merely by 
pressing a small foot pedal to the left of 
the steering column. To release it, a slight 
pull on a handle just below the instru- 
ment panel is all that’s necessary. 

The test car deserves a special comment 
on something unusual in most of the cars 


offered on today’s showroom floors: every- 
thing fitted! The doors, hood, and trunk 
lid were all equidistant from the body 
panels around the edges with little gap 
between. Even the chrome and stainless 
steel trim was properly located and didn’t 
look like bits from a construction kit. 


That’s all very well, but is the Special a 
good buy? Yes, there’s no guesswork about 
buying one. Trade-in value of this series 
has been high for many years. Buick has 
another feature that figures very high 
among the reasons for its unusually loyal 
group of owners: It keeps its youth well 
beyond those first few happy months of 
ownership that any new car will give. If 
it has what you want, you needn’t hesitate. 
(For The Story in Figures, see page 56) 
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Indian cargador is still his own best van 


Waterfalls hide huge limestone caves at 
tropical swimming hole near Cuernavaca 


Dominating Mexico City’s central plaza is the national cathedral. A blend 
of past and present, church sits astride Aztec pyramid that preceded it 


México! 


Friendly people, exotic scenery, good food and beds 
promise a fair wind south for your driving in Mexico 


Text and Photos by Don Pope 
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| eres IS MANY THINGS to many people. Some love 
it beyond all reason, others dislike it as thoroughly. 
But whatever it may be, Mexico is not dull. And of the ways 
of getting to and around the country, the automobile is by 
all odds the most satisfactory. 

You are not going to get any guff from me featuring the 
words “quaint,” “picturesque,” or “exotic.” Let's remember 
we're talking about a country, not a tearoom. The Mexican 
people have had it tough; most still do. A lot of what pleases 
the traveler as quaint is evidence to the Mexican of poverty 
and backwardness. We've forgotten all about our war with 
Mexico, when we annexed about a third of Mexico's terri- 
tory. We forget that Mexicans are still humiliated in parts 
of our country by a color line. No Mexican has forgotten. 
As a representative of the “Gringo,” you will often find your- 
self resented and even hated, just as a Damyankee is resented 
in the Deep South. 
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leisurely civilization than ours 


If you show the ordinary good manners and friendliness 

expected of a guest anywhere, you will usually find yourself 
treated in kind. Most travelers get along fine. Just remem- 
ber you are in the other guy’s house, and don’t make cracks 
about the furniture. Airing your opinions in English, even 
in the most remote places, is no guarantee you won't be 
understood. 
How to get there. I’m going to assume that you are travel- 
ing by car. That’s the best way, if you can manage it. I’m also 
assuming a trip that reaches at least as far as Mexico City. 
Paved roads in general are about up to the U. S. average: ade- 
quate, that is. 

There are two branches of the Inter-American highway 
system, which meet at Mexico City. Eastern point of entry is 
at Laredo, across from its Texas namesake. The faster cen- 
tral highway (route of the Mexican Road Race, page 18) 
begins at Juarez, across the Rio Grande from El Paso. Either 
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ge streets are a little less than boulevards. You will be drwing in 2 more ps apes 
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IVENGA A MEXICO! 


set 


El Tajin pyramid, built by the Totonac Indians in Veracruz, bas shallow niches for idols. Bebind is an unexcavated ruin 


Near the pyramid above stands this heroic figure, a jungle 
reminder of a culture that thrived long before automobiles 


route is satisfactory, but if you live more or less in the 
middle, note that the Laredo road is shorter and spectacularly 
scenic. It has fabulous mountains, tropical jungles, timeless 
Indian life, plus a highway that is showing wear but is a 
notable piece of engineering. 

From El Paso you can drive faster, the road is newer and 
better surfaced, you see a lot of varied country, hotel facilities 
are better and cheaper. Other things equal, my own choice 
would be the eastern road going, the central returning. 
What it costs. Like most every other country, Mexico has 
suffered bad inflation. For those earning pesos, the cost of 
living is high. For anyone with dollars, however, a favorable 
rate of exchange (eight pesos, 58 centavos for a dollar as 
this is written) makes for one of the best travel bargains in 
the world. 

Not that you can’t spend plenty. Increasingly, prices to 
tourists are being raised to take up the exchange slack and 
I've heard people claim it cost them as much to travel in 
Mexico as it did in the U. S. Either they are remembering a 
pre-inflation trip in the US., or else they used second or 
third class accommodations at home and are going super- 
deluxe in Mexico. It depends a lot on what you buy. Im- — 


ported stuff, particularly American canned food, is expensive. 
If you want everything just like staying home, you'll have to 
pay for it. But plenty of American families in Mexico live 
well for $200 and less a month. 

Gasoline (regular) is about 20 cents a gallon. Oil is around 
30 cents a quart. Parts cost more, but labor charges in garages 
are much lower. You'll be on the safe side figuring cost of 
operating your car as the same. 

There are no currency complications, such as in Europe. 
Dollars and pesos are interchangeable without restriction. 
You can buy pesos at the border, in any bank, and- at some 
travel agencies. Many business places will accept dollars at 
only a few centavos off the official rate. To get the full rate, 
go to a bank or government exchange office. American trav- 
eler's checks are accepted. You can buy Mexican traveler's 
checks. Money can be sent to you in the large cities threugh 
branches of American banks (for instance, the National City 
Bank of New York). For details, ask your own bank. Try to 
keep supplied with change (cambio). (Continued on page 72) 


"See the mummies, Mister?” Preserved by the dry air, they 
— you in a grisly reception line at Marfil’s cemetery 


The capital has tapped the Lerma River ym its water supply, 
and Indian reed-gatherers may shortly be eet high and a 


One thing your automatic washer can't give you is the sort 
of social washday that hard-working Mexican women enjoy 


Pulque, the poor man’s escape valve, creates 
like this. Rocks had to be moved to pass this roadblock 
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EXCERPTS FROM THE TREND BOOK, 
CUSTOM CARS: 1954 ANNUAL 


Text and photos by Robert Lee Behme 


» 


Even if you own a complete mechanic's tool kit, you'll need some special custom- 
izing tools. Shown here are various tools used im customizing; most of the profes- 
sional shops have these tools in both hand and power units. You do not need this 
complete selection unless you undertake extensive customizing. In the picture above, 
you'll see various hammers and metal blocks (called “dollies”) for reshaping body 
panels. Each hammer and each dolly has a specific use, and you are bound to find 
the combination that fits your needs. A power grinder (which can be rented) with an 
assortment of grit discs is indispensable, as are the hand files (left to right, 
with handles: shell, flat, and curved types). Leading equipment includes solder 


flux, paddles (im various contours), beeswax, and torch tips; goggles are a must 
Thirty-eight 


Long on ideas but short of 
money? If you .can handle 
simple tools, you can de- 
chrome your car, french 
the headlights or install 
an automatic deck latch. 


Laewerd KIND OF CAR are you 
driving? Whether it’s showroom- 
new or a clean postwar job, chances are 
you've thought of great improvements 
that some well executed customizing 
could bring about. Customizing can be 
expensive, so perhaps you let the dream 
fade away; but did you ever think of 
doing the job in your own garage? 
Customizing has to be fun. It involves 
a lot of really hard work, and at the end 
of the project your muscles are going to 
ache — but if it doesn’t seem like fun, 


chances are it won't turn out right. Each | 


step needs real attention; that means 
taking lots of time, as well as plenty of 
painstaking and precise measurements. 

Every bit as important as enjoyment 
is the use of proper tools. The only tools 
that you must have and can’t substitute 
are the welding torch and the spray gun. 
You can rent either one when you need 
it. It’s mot necessary or even smart to 
buy a lot of tools unless you plan to do 
a lot of metalworking. You may want 
to rent some of the more expensive ones, 
and you'll be amazed at the number of 
different jobs that can be handled with 
a few well chosen tools. 

Before you begin, take enough time 
to plan your way thoroughly. No matter 
how simple the job may seem, you can 
run into nasty surprises if you fail to 
plan each step. When working with 
metal, it's mighty hard to erase a mis- 
take like cutting too much metal from a 
panel, or welding at the wrong spot. A 
mistake can mean hours of cover-up 
work, so plan all your jobs. 

The projects shown here were taken 
from some of the most popular custom- 
izing projects in the latest Trend Book, 
Custom Cars: 1954 Annual. You can do 
any of them at home without getting in- 
volved in major structural changes. 
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ECHROMING IS SYNONYMOUS 
with conservative customizing. The 
majority of today’s customs come from 
the body shops leaving their chrome be- 
hind them —but only after the most 
thoughtful consideration. If you decide 
to dechrome your car, plan removal of 
each strip; estimate just what the remo- 
val will do to the design structure of the 
body. It may look wider, longer, or more 
squat. Whatever is decided, dechroming 
is an easy project; but before starting, 
practice using the torch — a little practice 
can save much patchwork. 


After considering the effect of remov- 
ing a chrome strip, George Barris 
makes the first alteration to a custom-to- 
be. Strips are usually fastened with but- 
ton snaps, metal screws, or nuts and bolts. 


Because brazing is (for all practical 
purposes) like soldering, you must 
countersink the holes to present a larger 
surface to the brazing rod; with this 
method, the metal bond will be positive. 


When brazing, keep the metal sur- 
rounding the hole deep red in color; 
then the brass will flow smoothly. But if 
you apply too much heat in one spot, the 
overheated metal will stretch and warp. 


Rather than build up low spots with 
a welding rod, it is better to hammer 
them to the proper contour. A dolly, held 
on the outside, checks the progress of 
the picking hammer used on the inside. 


5 The file marks the higher contours 

and outlines low spots; at the same 
time, the file gives the metal a practically 
finished smoothing, leaving it ready for 
final pre-sanding and pre-painting steps. 


6 The grinder, used as a rotary sander, 

may be tried in the finishing stages. 
Always take care to avoid gouging into 
the smooth contour. A grinder is usually 
best to prepare the metal for brazing. 


When the contour is perfect, prepare 
the panel for primer by smoothing 
the edge of the existing paint into an in- 
visible line; you can do this feathering By 
sanding the surface evenly and carefully. 


B Before applying a primer coat, cover 

the area completely with metal clean- 
er. Let the metal preparation set for a 
few seconds, then wipe the metal clean; 
a primer coat will keep it from rusting. 
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EMOVING REAR DECK handles 
and latches is one of the simplest 


resulting clean exterior lines will be well op 
worth the little effort involved. The en- Th 
tire job should take only a couple of me 
hours’ time and shouldn't cost too much. § bu 


This is how Lincoln rear deck look- 

ed before George Barris started the 
rear deck “cleanup campaign.” Only one wa) 
unit had to come off the Lincoln's lid. the 


@ The emblem, usually fastened with 

two or three screws, is easy to re- 
move. Here, metal of the same gauge as 2 
the deck lid is marked for use as a plug to 
fill a hole. Small holes will be brazed. | %l 


SB After you cut the plug, grind the 

trunk lid carefully to prepare for 
brazing. The surface must be cleaned 
thoroughly to insure a positive bond be- 
tween deck lid and brazing rod material. 


44 After smaller holes have been coun- 
tersunk for brazing, tap the pre-cut 

plug into horizontal alignment and then 

tack it into position. The small holes 

are then ready to be filled by brazing. 4 


& Tack the metal filler plug around its allo 

perimeter to give a snug fit before act 
welding it permanently into position. 
This usually calls for an extra man to 
hold the plug while it is being tacked. — 5 


@ After the holes are filled in to a de- strij 

- sired contour, a file will bring the on | 
surface to nearly finished state. The en- sion 
tire area is first feather-edged with sand- 
paper, then cleaned ready for painting. 


6 

The emblem and lock have been re- ton 
moved, and the holes filled in. A easil 
smooth paint job is the final touch — and Pop 
you can be proud of a chrome-free deck. thos 
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is shaved, the common procedure is to 
teu ¢ install a solenoid switch or a cable-oper- mc 
popular installations, a third choice —a tha 
simple, flush key mounting — can substi- me 
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cally operated trunk latch is generally 
thought of as an end to one particular 
problem — that of giving a chromeless, 
modern touch to a custom car; however, 
the automatic deck lid opener does more 
than that, for it discourages theft, it 
means you'll have no keys to remember 
(or forget), and it eliminates any prob- 
lem you've ever encountered with a key- 
opening or handle-operated trunk latch. 
There's just one catch — you have to re- 
member where you've placed the small 
button on your car’s dashboard! 


| The original trunk latch normally 

fastens to the deck lid in one of two 
ways: either through a nut threaded onto 
the back of the lock’s tumbler shaft, or 
with metal screws which fasten through a 
plate into the lid. Remove the whole unit. 


2 When you remove the trunk latch, 

fasten the plunger cable from the 
solenoid to the latch; in this case, the 
solenoid will be mounted under the deck 
lid in a straight-line position from the 
deck latch, the easiest installation method. 


B The deck latch is reinstalled after 

the plunger has been fastened to the 
trunk latch. If the installation calls for a 
bend in the wire, you must use covered 
wire cable. In a straight-line setup like 
this, uncovered wire cable does nicely. 


Secure the solenoid to the deck lid 
with metal screws. When it is in- 
stalled, set a stop in a position which will 
permit the latch to close completely, yet 
allow the plunger enough freedom to re- 
act properly when solenoid is activated. 


Op The solenoid is now ready for wir- 

ing; tuck the wire in neatly at the 
trunk, and fasten it under the door base 
strip to keep passengers from stepping 
on it or tripping over it. For a profes- 
sional-type job, keep the wire concealed. 


If there isn’t a small hole under the 
dash, you can use a small hand drill 
to make the necessary hole; the button is 
easily installed with wrench and pliers. 
Popular solenoids are Delco-Remy, and 
those made for various Chrysler products. 
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ARE ALMOST as many kinds 

of frenched headlights as there must 
be of Frenchmen. There are flush rim 
styles, “natural” styles, inset styles, re- 
cessed styles, and so on, ad infinitum. The 
one shown here is the original method, 


as developed for use on the pre-war. 


Fords. It is applied to late model cars 
with slight modifications. Many different 
designs have grown out of the original, 
but of course the use of lead governs the 
final contours, The frenching method 
should emphasize the stock contours. 


This flush mounting is one of the 
more popular designs, for the head- 
light can be removed very easily. The 
change does not distort the fender line. 


2 When you remove the headlight rim 

and lighting unit use the old light 
bucket as a guide to the size of the 
frenching ring, then replace it with 
sealed-beams when the job is finished. 


3 Place the light bucket back in the 

fender in a loose position; make a 
ring that is the same size as the light rim, 
then attach three welding rods to the 
ring. Tack the welding rods to fender. 


Next, the fender must be extended 
out to the new light position. A sec- 
tion of heavy gauge metal, shaped to 
carry out the fender contour, is cut, form- 
ed, and welded to the top of the fender. 


After the general contours of the top 
are welded securely, form the bottom 
contour in a similar manner. In this 
case, plans call for a drop from the fen- 
der to the light; use an upright strip. 


Don’t try to “stretch” the lead. Build 
up changes in contour with small 
patches of metal; these filler pieces should 
be welded into their proper positions one 
at a time, till the basic contours are done. 


4a Weld all filler pieces into position, 

then apply lead over the metal till 
entire area is smooth and even. Finish up 
by grinding and filing, then prime. 


A 


4 


2 NE OF THE MOST USEFUL, and 

most used, of the basic customizing 
techniques is that of applying lead solder. 
It's a simple process, and a couple of 
practice sessions should make you a capa- 
ble worker. Lead is used in finishing con- 


cal. It has never been intended as a sub- 
stitute for good workmanship, but it can 
be used in spots where hammer welding 
or metal fabrication can be costly. Use 
either tinning compound or the lead it- 
self to make the initial bond to the metal. 


Metal surface should be cleaned thor- 
oughly with a power grinder, small 
hand drill with grinding disc attached, or 
sharp hand file. Use a wire brush until 
the metal glistens. This is important, for 
solder will not adhere to dirty metal. 


2 Application of solder-flux etch will 

give the metal an adhesive quality. 
Apply it and allow it to etch for a few 
moments before wiping off. When you 
remove it, any scale left on the surface 
from welding will come along with it. 


After you have fluxed the area you 
can apply a tinning layer of lead sol- 
der. Heat the metal surface until it is hot 
enough to melt the lead. Wipe this layer 
very thin with a rag, for it is used only 
as a bond for the full layer to follow. 


When the lead has melted onto the 
surface, keep it in a semi-fluid state 
with the torch. Dip a paddle in either 
beeswax or oil for lubrication, and paddle 
the lead to the correct contour. Build the 
leaded area higher than the final contour. 


» Moving in a direction which allows 

the file to follow the natural contour 
of the area, file the high spots down first. 
Blend the edge of the lead to produce a 
smooth, invisible joint while shaping the 
contour. Avoid cutting too much lead. 


Clean the entire surface with a re- 
liable metal-cleaning preparation. 
You must use prep on the bare metal, or 
the final lacquer or enamel finish will not 
adhere to the surface. Prime the area im- 
mediately. If it rusts, clean it again. 
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tours when other methods are impracti- © 
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Rolls-Royce” and working for the Wehrmacht, 
Germany’s Number One coachbuilder now designs 
custom cars for — of all people — U.S. soldiers 


By Bob Polk and Steve Eisner 


¢ 


BAVARIAN VILLAGE of Ravensburg pays 
no attention to radically designed automobiles. Cars may 
have nine wheels, two hoods, or a choir of eight headlights, 
but the local citizens give them only a cursory glance. For 
over 30 years they have been the audience at a nearly con- 


tinuous preview of the fantastic auto bodies that periodically — 


spring to life at Spohn and Company. 

Formed originally in the early Twenties, the company cap- 
tured the imagination of European automobile circles with 
its bodies for such makes as Bugatti, Mercedes-Benz, Steyr, 


Spobn’s first haltmmg attempts at streamlining (1931) were 
nonetheless awesome because of the sheer bulk of the May- 
bach chassis. This “boxcar” had an aluminum aircraft engine 


COURTESY SPOHN 


Having successfully overcome some ing pains, Spohn 
went still further im streamlining the Maybach for 1936. From 
the rear, the sedan looks like Pierce’s famed “Silver Arrow” 


FRED HORSLEY 


and Maybach. The Maybach people were so impressed with 
Spohn’s work that, as the Thirties dawned, they designated 
the small works as the official Karosseriebauer for their zeppe- 
lin-engined goliaths. (That was no inspired advertising talk, 
either. In its Freidrichshafen plant, Maybach Motorenwerke 
built the actual engines that powered the airships. Adapting 
the aluminum V-12 that guaranteed 230 horsepower was not 
too tough a project. Sometimes called “German Rolls-Royces,” 
the cars sold for $20,000 up.) 

One day in 1931, Hermann Spohn arose from his drawing 


More acceptable to the luxury car buyer of the early Thirties 
was this giant convertible sedan. Nearly perfect balance 
was the chief characteristic of its 230 horsepower V-12 


COURTESY SPOHN 


This jaunty close-coupled coupe has the ai of a reversed 
postwar Studebaker. Top-of-hood louvers, clean front end, 


swinging windshield, and quarter-window panes were unusual 


STEVE EISNER 


The Saga 


After a career of building bodies for a “German 


: 
i 
ean 


This 1938 standard-type Maybach challenges you to find a square centimeter of surface, inside or out, that isn't fin- 
ished as though i had just appeared in Tiffany's window. The long door pocket is still a Spohn trademark (page 49) 


‘ 


From the same era as the car above, this conservatively streamlined Maybach convertible was for personal 
use. The occasional extra couple sat back with the semi-sunken spare and neat trunk arms that swung out in rear continued 
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board with the plans for a car that was to revolutionize the 
art of coachwork (page 44). Seven months later he had sculp- 
tured from metal a body with such advanced features as a 
torpedo rear deck, a hidden spare tire, bumper-mounted 
license plates, recessed door handles, fender-mounted head- 
lights, and fadeaway fenders. The Maybach engine drove it 
well over 100 mph. Remember, that was in 1931; it wasn’t 
until two years later that the ultra-modern Pierce Silver Arrow 
appeared, with most of the features of the earlier Spohn car. 

In 1936 the company exhibited another pace-setter at the 
Berlin Automobile Show. Still well ahead of the times, this 
special body (bottom photos, page 44), which looked like the 
grandfather of postwar Studebakers, boasted such innovations 


BOB POLK 


This is a typical scene at the Ravensburg plant these days. Here Lieutenant H. G. Luiscombe Jr. discusses plans for bis 
1952 Lincoln. At right is Josef Eiwanger Jr. with swatches of fabric, color samples, and sketches of the car's new look 


as blended-in fenders. Incidentally, the split wipers that 
Spohn designed to work on its curved windshield were the 
first of the type that the world had ever seen. 

There followed the inevitable period of feverish war pro 
duction (Spohn made direction finders for the Wehrmacht). 
When that outfit proved not so invincible after all, the French 
forces occupied Bavaria, and ‘Spohn built French Army ve 
hicles. Then, with German currency reform, Spohn found 
itself back in the custom body business. Most of its new 
clients are U.S. Army personnel. Josef Eiwanger Jr., ownet 
of the company and son of one of the original partners, plans 
to invade the U.S. market with custom bodies on Cadillac, 
Chrysler, and Ford chassis, marketed under the Spohn name. 


loo. 

; 

| 
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Memphis, Tenn., began life as a 1947 


PHOTOS BY JACK CAMPBELL 
The car is perhaps at its best when you can see the surprisingly long, low rear deck lines. Though the entire car 
looks a little Packard-like, the rear particularly uses the familiar concave motif, large lid, and big,:sharp-cornered fenders 


SPOHN 
Once upon a time, 4 1941 Buick was clobbered completely. On the other hand, this “Buick” is a 1940 Ford. Variations 
Then it came to Spohn. Inside and out, car is red and black om the theme of these rear fenders grace most Spobn cars 


continued 
Forty-seven 


look 
e the » 1 re 


BOB POLK 
“Le Centaur” as a 1950 Chrysler New Yorker, unexpectedly wearing the eee of ome of sts bitterest rivals, the Buick. 
. Rear has continental tire, new fins 


STEVE EISNER COURTESY SPOHN 


Here are three related Spohn postwar bodies, all of the same Also om a Veritas is this pale turquoise job. Though it 

school. This is on a Veritas chassis. While Spohn’s work differs only im its concave grille and emblem, sts frontal 

may look rather fancy, individual components are severe effect 1s quite different from the smooth-mosed car at left 


COURTESY SPOHN er COURTESY SPOHN 
Always a favorite with Italian coachbuilders, the Alfa Romeo _Here’s a Pontiac’s interior after getting Spohn treatment. 
doesn’t often get the Teutonic treatment. Antenna-deck han- The button-free dash, tunnel-mounted radio and cubby hole, 
dle combination is one that may some day be mass-produced MOTOR TREND believes, will appear in US. cars of future 
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Lieutenant Arthur Cooper waited seven months for Spohn to finish bis Packard; the sliding safety-glass roof for the 
front compartment took most of the time. Now he can remove the entire roof by loosening six muts. Car is light grey 


PHOTOS BY ARTHUR COOPER 


The seats in the Cooper car form beds. The central pedestal Utterly unrecognizable as a Packard is the nose of the “Com- 


it 
holds not only a fwe-band short-wave set but also an icebox. et.” Grille-bumper combination is aluminum. Ordinary head- , 


Rear fender vents (not shown) operate back window defroster lights are built-in; the projecting “bombs” hold foglights 


COURTESY SPOHN COURTESY SPOHN 


Today's Spohn interiors may be in Fords, but no detail shows Utilizing virtually all the Spohn “signature” features, this 
up as substandard. Upholstery, carpets, padded dash, even the _—_ Ford is still identifiable. Red and black combination, a Spohn 
door pocket show care worthy of a $20,000 pre-war Maybach _ favorite, helps to make a very low car look even lower 
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COURTESY FRED HORSLEY! 
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CLASSIC COMMENTS 


Everything is relative, they say. Hidden ardund 
the nation are some old cars so remarkable that 


they are 


Classics Among Classics 


By Robert J. Gottlieb 


HE FORD MOTOR COMPANY recently announced a pet 

project of its advanced styling department—a true hardtop 
convertible (Motor TREND, July 1953). Called the Syrtis, the car 
features an all-steel top which can vanish electrically beneath 
the rear deck lid. The press release states, “The new car design 
would be the first to give full sedan seatroom in a two-door 
convertible. Large simulated exhaust ports extend rearward be- 
neath the convertible’s doors, with actual exhaust stacks emerg- 
ing through chromed jet tubes faired into the outward edges 
of the rear bumper.” 

The automobile has developed largely through just such un- 
usual advancements. Unique experiments have led engineers to 
improve—as well as to discard—various features, resulting in 
constant improvement. A superior experimental body or me- 
chanical design can enter the realm of classicism; but for each 
design improvement, countless features were tried and discarded. 

Classic enthusiasts are familiar with radical construction 
changes which never succeeded. In 1908, George Schebler 
(of Schebler Carburetor fame) built a car with 12 cylinders. 
When using only one of its two carburetors, the engine operated 
on six cylinders instead of 12. When the driver wanted power 
and not economy, he pulled a lever to cut in all 12 cylinders. 
This innovation, of course, never became popular. 

Consider the Julian, manufactured as a prototype in 1922, 
whose driver could adjust the brakes while the car was in opera- 
tion. Or the 1925 Locomobile 48 “Sportiff’: its manifold 
pressure regulated the oil pressure, and the harder the engine 
pulled, the greater was the oil pressure. regardless of speed. 

Body experiments have also been numerous, and many, like 

‘the radical mechanical changes, were satisfactory but never 
accepted. As early as 1907, the Gale automobile featured a 
hinged body. In the event of mechanical failure, the entire body 
could be tilted or raised for easy access to the engine and drive 
train. In 1922, the Carrm Convertible Body Company produced 
an automobile body that could change from a roadster into a 
six-passenger touring car. Manipulating the top bows created 


COURTESY WALTER M. MURPHY COMPANY 
One of the last models of the highly esteemed Peerless was 
this aristocratic car, with its doors curving into the roof 
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three different body styles; when the car was used as a roadster, 
its convertible top was hidden from sight. 

In 1930 the Kirchhoff Body Works of Pasadena, Calif., built 
a car on a Miller Special chassis (photos below and opposite). 
Actually a speedster, it was designed so the top disappeared 
completely from view when lowered. The entire rear deck 
raised to accommodate the top and its framework (just as in 
the newest experimental Ford convertible) and the car 
could not be driven until the rear deck was lowered into posi- 
tion: one handle secured the deck at three points and, to reach 
the handle, you had to move the seatback forward. The seat- 
back could not be restored to position unless the deck handle 
was again in the locked position. Metal work was so exact that 
there was no sign of the deck break when the lid was down. 

The standard Miller front-drive system was driven by a 
supercharged V-8 engine. The powerplant developed 325 horse- 
power—enough to attain a car speed of 135 mph. The super- 
charger turned up 36,000 rpm and had to be water-cooled. That 
explains the extra “radiator cap”—it tops a water tank. 

The builder claimed that the body design and construction 
counteracted stresses imposed on the car by high speeds. The 
entire body was aluminum and duralumin; the front fenders, 
including brackets, weighed a little over 11 pounds each. The 
builder’s successful theory was based on the use of aluminum 
to save weight and duralumin to give support. . 

The Miller's streamlined appearance gains by the lack of 
runningboards or steps, hood louvers or latches, and door han- 
dles. Removable handles opened the hood. Streamlining was 
also accomplished by building the car long and low (overall 
height was four feet, 10 inches with the top raised). The slanted 
windshield was mated to the top bow and the then-customary 
overhang eliminated to decrease wind resistance. Particularly 
outstanding is the molding which runs from radiator to tail; 
it offsets the break of the spare wheel and tire, mounted amid- 
ships a la Allard. ’ 

An experimental prototype Peerless sedan that cost $35,000 


COURTESY J. GERALD KIRCHHOFF 


The Kirchhoff-Miller’s rear deck, having swallowed its can- 
vas roof. No sign of the top remained when the lid closed 
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CUSTOM BOLT-ON 


CUSTOMIZING 


A 


“SAYS: 
CUSTOM GRILLE CONVERSION KIT 42:5° 


This is it! ... 
the year’s most 
wanted accessory 
kit. Finest single 
improvement in 
customizing your 
car! Contains ev- 
ery needed part 
to make complete 
conversion. Not 
necessary to buy new parking lights. Custom fit for 
each yr. Complete with ‘‘How to do it’’ photos & 
instructions. Each part designed for simple ‘‘Bolt- 
On’’ installation. Kit consists of (1) Chrome Custom 
Grille Bar with center dress-up molding, (2) Chrome 
Upper Grille Molding, (3) Hood Fill-in Plate (to be 
leaded & painted if desired), (4) Safety Latch Release, 
(5) Instructions, Photos. Packed in one box. $29.95 
Same kit with solid center bar................ $34.95 
Solid custom bar alone.................0000- 19.95 
Custom Bar with dress-up molding, alone...... 17.50 
CUSTOM GRILLE BARS also available for Ford '51 52, 
$19.95; Mercury 1949-50, $19.95; Ford 1953, $7.50. 
Specify make and year. 


$22.50 
1937-53 Chevy 
includes chrome wire Sm 
ioom, red ignition wire, 
brass tips, valve cover 
and sideplate. A $25.75 
value if each item pur- 
chased separately. Get 
the complete kit and 
SAVE $3.25 
1937-53 Chevy Wire Looms — $5.95 Pr. 
with bright red ignition wire — $7.95 comp. 
37-53 Side plate ¢7,9§ 37-53 Valve Cover $8.95 
Available individually at prices shown plus $2.25 for 
wire and 60c for cap. Specify year and if Powerglide. 


1949-52 CHEVY 
BULL NOSE 
MOLDING 


Adds maximum of cus- 
tom class at minimum 
: of expense and effort. 

One piece molding in- 
stalls in piace of original unit without welding, cut- 
ting, drilling or painting. Extends from windshield to 
grille. Top quality stainless steel polished to 
chrome-like luster Inly $3.95 


CADILLAC FINS 


Fits 49-52 Chevy; 49- 
53 Pontiac; 49-51 
Small Olds. 

Cad styling at fraction 
of the cost. Solid 
brass castings ready 
for welding & leading 
to become an integral 
part of the body. Light is completely wired and 
ready for installation. Specify make, year and model 


2-TONE CUSTOM 
A 
STRERING WHEEL 
‘32-53 FORD & ‘39-48 MERC 
ti Solid plastic, won't chip or peel. 
Distinctive 4-spoke design, in- 
stant-touch horn ring of mirror- 
1932-48 Ford & Mercury................ Sana 21.95 
SPOT-LITE 
tom cars. Adds beauty, 
Style, utility. All chrome 
$16.95 ea. 


Smart looking, black & white com- 
bright chrome. Ford insignia in color. Machined to 
9.95 
Nation’s most popular 
25% deposit on all orders. Prices 
FOB Les Ange 


$29.95 per pair complete 
bination blends with any interior. 
fit. Specify make & yr. 1949-53 Ford.......... $1 
spot-lite, used on all cus- 
les. Postage COD. 


CATALOG O 


Add 3% in Calif. 
6 SEND 25¢ F 
LATEST custom ACCESSORIES. 


3319-MT-11 So. Grand Ave. 
Les Angeles 7, Calif. 
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(page 51) featured doors that formed a part 
of the roof, as on the Tucker and late-model 
Kaisers. The Peerless has a smooth rather 
than rakish appearance, due to the wheel 
discs, elimination of the contemporary bulky 
radiator cap, and the clever placement of 
hood louvers behind the spare tires (so the 
side panels appear solid). Continuous wide 
striping applied to the body and fender 
moldings cleverly hides vertical breaks in the 
body lines caused by the hood, doors, and 
doorposts. 

A classic of slightly more recent vintage 
is the 1934 4.5 liter (275 cubic inch) In- 
victa (page 50). The car’s outstanding ap- 
pearance resulted from complete disregard 
for conventional styling. The low-slung body 
appears lower than it actually is, because the 
doors (usually the low spot of a body line) 
are the highest point. Priced over $7009, 
the car appealed to the wealthier British 
element because of its style. Its performance, 
though good, was not outstanding. 

Each of these cars illustrates at least one 
unusual design trend. None of them are in 
production today, though they are all exam- 
ples of progressive automotive engineering. 
The planning by Ford designers, as applied 


to the Syrtis, is a modern example of de- 
sign development., Future cars almost cer- 
tainly will have actual convertible hard tops. 
When perfected the idea will be readily 
acceptable to the public, but will the simu- 
lated exhaust ports meet with approval? The 
Syrtis has many other fascinating features 
that may appear on future production cars 
in modified, perfected form. The Ford Mo- 
tor Company is to be commended, and we 
say this whether we agree or disagree on 
the worth of its proposed innovations. | 
eee 

Classic car parts are getting harder and 
harder to find. Despite the scope of our 
hobby, and efforts made to salvage valuable 
classic equipment, good parts are still being 
scrapped for junk prices. To remedy this, 
and to help other readers obtain parts, mail 
us the names and addresses of wrecking 
yards, and the parts they specialize in. We 
will print the information each month at the 
end of Classic Comments. To start the ball 
rolling, Atlantic Auto and Truck Sales, 
19020 South Figueroa Street, Gardena, 
Calif., has Pierce-Arrow parts, and some 
Packard, Stutz, and Ford “T” components. 

—Robert J. Gottlieb 


MT RESEARCH 


Please send your name and address if you want a personal 
answer. Only selected questions are printed in Technical Service. 


QUESTION—I have seen a great many ad- 
vertisements for automobile tachometers and 
vacuum gauges and I wonder how much 
closer to more efficient driving their use 
can bring the average driver. I’m interested 
in economy of operation and any information 
you can give will be appreciated. Al Brown, 
Glen Cove, N. Y. 
ANSWER—Improvements in economy can 
be shown by using a vacuum gauge. How- 
ever, your driving habits must be changed 
to conform to directions supplied with the 
instrument. An accessory trial by MT Re- 
search appeared in our June ’51 issue. At 
that time we were able to show a gain of 2% 
miles per gallon when driving according to 
directions. 


QUESTION—I have a 1941 Buick Special 
with the stock dual carburetor manifold. I 
have tried running both carburetors together, 
using two front Buick carburetors and also 
two Fords, but both setups idle too fast 
and give low gas mileage. I would like your 
recommendations as to anything that would 
make the system work properly. W. H. Pil- 
low, Memphis, Tenn. 


TECHNICAL 


SERVICE 


By Fred Bodley 


ANSWER—The fault appears to be in your 
throttle linkage setup, as there is no reason 
why a dual installation should not idle well. 
If you are using the stock Buick linkage, | 
would suggest replacing it with the type as 
used on most conversions. Try connecting 
both throttle shafts together making sure 
that there is no bind in the linkage and that 
they both open and close simultaneously. 
Then connect the forward carburetor with the 
gas pedal. The Buick carburetors have a larg- 
er throat diameter and should work better 
than the Ford. The proper jet size will have 
to be determined by performance. Be sure 
that identical setups are used in both car- 
buretors. 


QUESTION—Would you please tell me if 
you know of anyone who has installed an 
overdrive transmission in an Oldsmobile V-8 
of 49 or later? I would like to get in touch 
with someone who has made the installa- 
tion. Philip R. Denham, Denver, Colo. 

ANSWER—I do not know of anyone who 
has done this, although it has probably 
been attempted. Probably the best substitu- 
tion would be a ’49-’51 Lincoln overdrive 
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KEEP Your Money! 


MILE-O-METER 
Thousands of folks depend on the Mile- 
O-Meter to help them save gas. This han- 
dy gadget simply hooks up to the intake 


Ridiculous? Not at all! Read this and 
learn how the “little club we started by 
accident” has become the Biggest Car 
Owner’s Cooperative of its kind in the 


world! 
by “GILKY” GILKERSON 


FTER the series that appeared in 
Motor Trend, most of you know how 
we’ve grown from a handful of car “fanat- 
ics” to about a half million members all 
over the world—including about 50,000 
readers of this magazine. 

A few years ago, we started what we 
term a car owner’s cooperative. We fig- 
ured that if co-ops were a good thing for 
farmers, grocers, etc., car owners could 
benefit in the same way from an organiza- 
tion that could get discounts for them and 
act as a sort of clearing house for auto- 
motive info. 

Well, the word got around pretty fast. 
In fact, the Club is so big now we can’t 
have regular meetings, so we keep in 
touch by mail through the Club news- 
paper. 


BENEFITS OF NATIONAL CREDIT CARD 


Besides the regular Membership Card 
entitling members to discounts and other 
courtesies, members can apply for the 
National Credit Card issued to qualified 
members. Looks like your regular oil 
company credit card, but it’s good all over 
the country for all kinds of things besides 
gas and oil: hotel rooms, meals, airline 
tickets—even loans to finance weddings, 
vacations, or practically anything else up 
to $1175. 


FREE TRIAL PRIVILEGES 


Some time ago, a manufacturer of auto- 
motive parts asked us if Club members 
would like to try a new product of his 
on their cars. 

“Gilky,” he says, “I don’t even want 
a deposit from your members. I'll send 
this new equipment to any of your mem- 
bers on a free trial. Tell them to try it 
and if they don’t like it send it back.” 
This worked out so well (turned out the 
members were honest, or I wouldn’t be 
telling this story) that other manufactur- 
ers asked our members to try their prod- 
ucts the same way: some of them are 
shown on this page. 


THAT GOES FOR ANYTHING ON THIS PAGE 
IF YOURE ALREADY A MEMBER 


Just write your card number in the 
coupon and check off the things you’d 
like to have sent you. That’s all: don’t 
enclose any money, don’t pay the post- 
man anything. Try first, then decide if 
you want to keep what you've sent for. If 
so, it needn’t cost you a cent if you use 
the Club plan. 
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manifold and tells you when your engine 
is getting the most out of each gallon. 
Besides that, it gives readings that allow 
you to diagnose your car’s condition at 
any time, same as a professional tune-up 
expert does. Looks nice on your dash too. 
Check the coupon if you’d like to try it. 


SPECIAL OFFER TO NEW MEMBERS 


If you’re not already a member, you can 
join by filling out the application below 
and enclosing $1 to cover the cost of the 
Club newspaper and other expenses. Also, 
check anything in the coupon you’d like 
to try free. Just to make it interesting, 
we've put together a big free package for 
new members. You get $2 worth of gas 
coupons, credit memoranda, lots of other 
stuff. 


EVERYTHING ON APPROVAL 


When you get your new member pack- 
age, look it over and decide whether or 
not you want to stay in the Club. If not, 
just bounce the package back at us 
(frankly, some people have done just 
that) and we'll return your buck right 
away with no questions asked, no hard 
feelings. You don’t risk anything, and 
we’re betting you'll enjoy being a member 
as much as we'll like having you in the 
Club! 


Gane Economy Club, Dept. CM-11 
605 West Las Tunas 
San Gabriel, California 


am a member, Card 
C0 Here’s a buck. Send me the new mem- 


it. If not, I'll send it back within 10 


TRY THE “POOR MAN’S MECHANIC” FREE 

This Automatic Tune-Up Injector is an 
attachment that automatically flushes out 
your .car engine every 100 miles before 
carbon becomes a problem. Tucked under 
the hood, tune-up fluid keeps building up 
in the Injector’s small reservoir on top. 
When full, it flushes out your engine (you 
don’t even know it’s going on) and starts 
filling up again for the next time. 

If you’d like to try it free (the manu- 
facturer throws in a $1.00 pint of tune-up 
fluid free; you keep that no matter what), 
just check the coupon. 


Holes for air flow 


The Great National GANE ECONOMY CLUB 
Dept. CM-11, 605 W. Las Tunas, San Gabriel, Calif. 
Dear Gilky: Please send for free trial: [] Mile-O-Meter (_] Tune-Up Injector [] ‘‘The Little Stinker’’ 


THIS LITTLE STINKER 

may give up to 25% more mileage, ac- 
cording to some of its 500,000 current 
users. Most folks don’t know their engine 
uses a richer mixture when they take their 
foot off the gas than when they step on 
it. When your car slows down or idles, 
higher manifold vacuum sucks far more 
gas than is needed. This gizmo replaces 
idle adjusting screw to bleed air at high 
vacuum periods, thus saving fuel. Sounds 
like a good idea, and besides the economy, 
many users claim faster pickup and 
smoother idling. A few say “no improve- 
ment” though, and fire the little stinker 
back. That’s why we say, “try before you 
buy.” We'll send one if you'll check cou- 
pon and give your car’s make, year, & 
number of cylinders. 


ber package. If it looks OK, I'll keep City 


days and you'll return my buck. State 
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ssion of Your 
Engine 1 Point by Installing . 


COMBRESSION RISER 


Famous new Almquist SOLID-COPPER 
Head Gaskets are guaranteed to in- 
crease horsepower, pickup & gas mile- 
age! Users report from 1 to 5 extra 
miles per gallon! Praised by leading 
magazines—used the world over! Spe- 
cial thin .005-.020"" gaskets increase 
compression up to 8:1 or higher— 
thus are equivalent to milled or cus- 
tom heads! Genuine Solid-Copper (not |‘ 
laminated or shim). Guaranteed Cor- 
rosion Resistant, Blowout Proof, Easy |. 

to Install! = 


FOR ANY MAKE CAR, TRUCK, RACER, ETC. 
Ford V-8s & Mercs, Set, $6.95 (Special 
DEALERS 
ANTED 


Racing Set $6.95); All other V-8 Cars, 
Set, $7.75; All 8 cyl. Inline Cars, 
$8.95; All 4 & 6 Cyl. Cars, $6.95. 


Twin DUAL EXHAUSTS 


“America’s Finest” 


SAVE 25%. Complete System, 
Dual Extensions, Hangers, 


Tailpipe, 2 ‘‘Steelpac’’ Mei-0-Tone 
Muffiers, etc.—Iincreased power, 
{ mileage, engine life! 
All Fords & Mercs............ $46 
(Set Without Mufflers, $36) 
Chev., Plym. & Dodge......... $59 
Olds & Stude V-8s..... 
MONEY-SAVING HEADER KITS 


Finest Pre-Fabricated Headers—easily 
assembled. Fords & Mercs...... $9.95 


New DUAL MANIFOLD 


“Amazing 


Acceleration” 

4 Fastest & smoothest dual car- 
* buretion made—Absolutely ne 
“flat spots!” Increases accel- 
eration and power up to 20%. 
More efficient because 2nd car- 
buretor does not cut in until 
after 20-25 mph—thus giv- 
ing better & faster throt- 
tle response at all speeds 
. . « on less gas! Easy to 
Install. Includes ‘‘Com- 
pound” Linkage. For ALL 
CARS—Ford, Chev., Ply. 

etc. Complete..... $1 14.95 


DUAL 
CARBURETION 


‘54 CATALOG! 


(Tune-Up Specs for all cars) 


FREE “SPEED TUNER”... 
= free with purchase of 
1G NEW CATALOG showing 
Finest Racing, Power & Cus- 
“Souping & Customizing ps!” SE 
CHECK Items wanted & Clip ha: c.0.D. 
Enclosed $ Specify car 


transmission. I suggest Lincoln because this 
unit was designed for horsepower output 
equal to that of the Olds. An adapter can 
be made for this installation. 


QUESTION—Does reboring an engine af- 
fect the compression ratio? In other words, 
does it raise or lower the compression ratio? 
M. R. Kaas, Seattle, Wash. 
ANSWER—Compression ratio is the volume 
of the cylinder to the volume of the com- 
bustion chamber. Volume of the cylinder is 
that part of the cylinder swept by the piston 
from bottom dead center to top dead center. 
Volume of the combustion chamber is the 
area of the cylinder head when the piston is 
on top dead center. If you change the volume 
of the cylinder by reboring or enlarging the 
cylinder you will automatically raise the 
compression ratio. 


QUESTION—1. Does the use of high com- 
pression aluminum heads and exhaust head- 
ers with dual stock mufflers produce any no- 
ticeable increase in low speed acceleration 
on a ’53 Ford V-8 with Fordomatic drive? 

2. Recent ads in Motor Trenp show 
intake manifolds for Ford V-8s for use 
with four-barrel carburetors. Does this bene- 
fit low-speed acceleration? 

3. Is it possible to tell, percentagewise, 
the increase such changes would make? R. 
Blagden, East Hampton, Conn. 
ANSWER—1. High compression aluminum 
cylinder heads and headers with dual stock 
mufflers will help low speed acceleration when 
used with Fordomatic drive. The increase 
will not be as noticeable as with convention- 
al transmission due to the smoother opera- 
tion of the automatic unit. 

2. Four-barrel carburetors are designed 
for medium- through high-speed performance 
ranges with the additional two barrels cut- 
ting in at about half-throttle opening. When 
accelerating hard with well-opened throttle, 
all four barrels are in operation. 


3. It is dificult to estimate percentage 
increases due to modifications, the reason 
being that two engines of the same make 
seldom produce the same horsepower in- 
crease with identical modifications. 


QUESTION—I have a repair shop, and 
many of my customers complain that their 
packed mufflers do not have as loud and 
deep a tone as they would like. Can you 
give me any information on rebuilding these 
mufflers to their liking? Jack M. Studebaker, 
Urbana, Ohio. 
ANSWER—I have built a few packed muf- 
flers, so here goes: The shorter the muffler, 
the louder the noise; the larger the hole 
diameter and tail pipe diameter, the louder 
and deeper the tone; the harder the packing 
material, the sharper the tone; the softer and 
more porous the packing material, the softer 
the tone. Have a tinsmith roll up the outer 
can to the desired diameter from sheets of 
hot rolled iron; the inner tube can be rolled 
up from perforated flat stock or large, long, 
closely coiled springs. You can pack it 
with most anything—steel shavings, asbes- 
tos, even gravel. Hope this helps. 


QUESTION — Is it possible to install 1%- 
inch larger intake valves in a ’49 Mercury? 
Would it be a good idea to relieve and 
polish the valve ports? Would this modifica- 
tion cause poor gas mileage? Would the en- 
gine have any more power? Emmett Car- 
win, Ogden, Utah. 

ANSWER—Yes, \-inch larger valves can 
be installed in a ’49 Mercury. When doing 
this, the intake passages should be enlarged 
an equal amount, polished, and the manifold 
and block openings matched. Having gone 
this far, relieving the block between cylinder 
and valves is a good idea. This will allow 
the increased flow from the larger valves 
easier passage into the cylinder. Now that 
you kave made it possible for the engine 
to breathe in easier, do not neglect the ex- 
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haust; headers and duals are in order. These 
modifications will decrease gas mileage but 
will increase the power output. 


QUESTION—What is considered to be a 
sensible. cruising speed for a stock automo- 
bile? 
ANSWER—There are many opinions on 
this question. To some people, the cruising 
speed of a car is its top speed. To others it 
is the speed (above the legal highway lim- 
it) which they think they can get away with, 
and not be stopped by the highway patrol. 
Mechanically speaking, approximately two- 
thirds of a car’s top speed is considered a 
sensible cruising speed. Cruising speeds 
are, of course, dependent on highway and 
traffic conditions, plus legal speed limits. 


QUESTION—Will the recent fire at the 
GM Hydra-Matic factory affect availability 
of replacement parts? 

ANSWER—Yes, notices are being sent to 
repair shops stating that Hydra-Matic parts 
are on the critical list. Orders for new parts 
must be accompanied with the old parts, 
owner’s name, car model, etc. This measure 
is to stop large orders with the possibility of 
subsequent shortages. 


QUESTION—I am helping a friend fix up 
the engine of his ’39 Dodge. Would a thinner 
head gasket help the performance? We would 
like to get about 7:1 compression ratio. Will 
a % cam improve the performance? Could 
you tell me the rated horsepower of the 
engine? Would installing a Fluid-Drive in 
this car affect its performance? 
ANSWER—A thin head gasket should give 
approximately 7.5:1 compression ratio if 
the block has not been bored out; if it has 
been bored the ratio will be slightly higher. 
When using a thin head gasket, care should 
be taken to insure that the block and head 
surfaces are true and clean. A thin gasket 
will take up very little unevenness of the 
surfaces, with resulting leaks if care is not 
taken. 

Higher compression will give increased per- 
formance. A % cam will raise the torque 
curve of the engine to a higher rpm range, 
giving better top-end performance. 

Installing a Fluid-Drive unit in the Dodge 
would entail quite a little expense and cut 
down the performance. 

The rated bhp of the ’39 Dodge engine 
was 87 @ 3600 rpm. 


QUESTION—We are having a disagreement 
concerning the road- holding ability of differ- 
ent cars. 

Some say that a heavy car will hold the 

road better because of its weight, while I say 
that a light car like a Henry J will hold the 
road better. 
ANSWER—Theoretically it is the design of 
the suspension and balance of a car, not 
weight, that governs its road-holding ability. 
Racing and sports cars demonstrate that this 
is true. 

With production passenger cars, weight 
seems to help, especially on a fairly straight 
road at higher speeds. On short turns a lighter 
and shorter car will do much better than the 
heavier, longer-wheelbase jobs. 
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At HIGH SPEEDS 


| i 93 
100 Watt 


Specify 6 or 12 volt. 
Available only from: 


CHARLES E.KINGS.CO. 


950 W. Chicago Ave., Chicago 22, Ill. 


Spe cial Sealed.Be Beam ~ 
Unit. Same as used by 
Airplanes in Night Landings. 


e Built-In Metal Glare Deflector. 
e Modern Flat Pyrex Lens. 
e Aluminum. Mountin 


Bracket furnished. 
... AN OM 


STABILIZER 


Slick, Smooth, Lasting Lubrication 


KILLS FRICTION 


YOUR MOTOR WILL PURR .. . you will get more smoother, 
quieter miles on less gasoline. Easier starts on cold mornings and 
reduced oil consumption are yours when you add Motor Formula 9 . . . 
THING YOU CAN DO TO YOUR CAR! 


and YOU can PROVE it! 


MAKE THESE SIMPLE TESTS YOURSELF... 


THE SLICKEST 


1. FEEL THE STARTLING IMPROVEMENT: Feel the oil on 
the dipstick of your motor when warm. . . add a 15 EASIER STARTS 
oz. can of MF-9 and let your motor run for 15 minutes, FASTER PICKUP 


then feel the dipstick again . . . IT WILL NO LONGER 
< ona MF-9 makes the engine oil more SLICK and 


2. HEAR THE STARTLING IMPROVEMENT: Park your car 


SMOOTHER RIDE 


in a quiet place. Place a pocket watch on the back seat NO CARBON PING 
and listen for its tick Then add a 15 oz. can of 
MF-9 to your crankcase and let the motor run for 15 REDUCED ROD KNOCKS 


minutes then listen to the watch again . . . MF-9 RE- 
DUCES MOTOR or AND SHIMMY SO You CAN 
HEAR A WATCH TICK! 


LESS PISTON SLAP 


3. SEE THE STARTLING IMPROVEMENT: Hold a piece of 
Kleenex to the tailpipe of your car with the motor COOLER RUNNING 
running . . . Then add a 15-o0z. can of MF-9 to the crank- BETTER MILEAGE 


case and drive 25 miles, then hold another piece of 
leenex against the tailpipe . TICE THE REDUC- 


one 
TION OF OIL SMUDGE AFTER USING MF-9! CLEANER SPARK PLUGS 


Motor Formula 9 pays for itself many times over in better mileage, less oil consump- 
tion, fewer repair bills plus added dtiving pleasure for you. 


[MONEY BACK IF NOT SATISFIED » YOU CAN'T LOSE WITH MF-9 


MF-9 is a pure 100% lubricant—no harmful chemicals | 


Dealers wanted—write for information on your letterhead 


C Free folder of Motor Formula 9 Facts 
(J One 15-0z. can of MF-9 @ $1.50 
(0 Two 15-oz. cans of MF-9 @ $2.50 


city. zone. state. 


MOTOR FORMULA 9 
5538 Alhambra Ave., Los Angeles 32, Calif. 
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MAKE YOUR INTEREST 
IN CARS PAY OFF 


LEARN AUTO 
MECHANICS 


MOTOR TUNE UP 
Also Allied Mechanics and Diesel! 


By EASY Shop Method 
TRAINING-AT HOME! 


LET NATIONAL SCHOOLS — the famous resident 
school, biggest in the hot rod capital—teach you at 


home — fast! Almost 50 years te ans 
of training men like you. @aj|+ any 
1000's of successful graduates! 
GREATEST DEMAND IN HISTORY FOR TRAINED 
MECHANICS! NOW’S YOUR CHANCE! 
What an opportunity! Wjth trained mechanics making 
more money than ever...with over 8 million cars need- 
ing big service and repair jobs...with defense industry 
needing 1000's of trained mechanics...what a chance 


you have! Right now start training for the big money 
you've always dreamed of earning. Mail the coupon. 
YOU GET COMPLETE TRAINING—AT HOME! 
We bring famous National Schools right to you! You 
learn about gas engines, Diesel and special fuel engines, 
garage mechanics-—fast! Lots of pictures and diagrams! 
Your National Schools train- 
ing is easy and practical, for 
it’s based on actual shop 
methods in National Schools’ 
big resident school. Mail the 
coupon for full details—now. 
YOU EARN WHILE YOU LEARN! 
You get practical experience 
and can get paid for doing it! 
National Schools Home Train- 
ing is approved for eligible 
vets. You may eligible. professional tools like 
Look on coupon. Do it now. these. And youkeepthem! 
ATTENTION! Men Going Into The Service Soon! 
National Schools training can help you get into special 
service classifications. Means higher pay and grade—fast. 
APPROVED FOR G.i. TRAINING 


NATIONAL SCHOOLS GIVES 
YOU ALL THESE TOOLS! 
You start out with real 


FREC BOOK and SAMPLE 
LESSON show how we train you! 
SEND FOR THEM TODAY! 


NATIONAL SCHOOLS 


TECHNICAL TRADE TRAINING SINCE 1905 
4000 SO. FIGUEROA STREET, LOS ANGELES 37, CALIFORNIA 
tn Canada: 193 E. Hastings St., Vancouver, B. C. 
Occident and Home Studv Courses Offered 


MAIL NOW TO OFFICE NEAREST YOU! 
(mail in envelope or paste on posta! card) 
i NATIONAL SCHOOLS, Dept. DR-113 


| 4000 S$. FIGUEROA STREET or 323 WEST POLK STREET 
LOS ANGELES 37, CALIF. CHICAGO 7, ILLINOIS 


Send FREE Auto-Mechanics Book and Sample 
Lesson. No obligation, no salesman will call. 


CITY. ZONE. STATE. 
CD Check if interested in Resident School Training at Los Angeles. 


VETERANS Give Date of Dischorg 
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1953 BUICK SPECIAL 


(Equipped with Twin-Turbine Dynaflow) 


THE STORY IN FIGURES 


100 
80 | 
= 
a 
=> 
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ail RANGES and GEARS used 
30 A LOW, DRIVE 
fe B DRIVE 
C DRIVE 
"4 
SECONDS 
ACCELERATION 
5% 
1800 2400 
2800 
TRAFFIC 
| 1952-1951 1950 
30 3340 45 ss 60 6s 
MILES PER HOUR 
FUEL CONSUMPTION DEPRECIATION 


PERFORMANCE 


CLAYTON CHASSIS DYNAMOMETER TEST 

(All tests are made under full load, which is similar 

to climbing a hill at full throttle) 
RPM MP 


ROAD HP 
2000 45 65 
2500 78 85 (max.) 
ACCELERATION 
(In seconds; checked with fifth wheel and electric 
speedometer) 
start /4-mile 
(64 mph; LOW and DRIVE range) 21.39 
0-30 mph (34, car speedom- 
eter; DRIVE range) 5.25 
9-60 mph (63, car speedom- 
eter; LOW and DRIVE range) 19.33 
10-20 mph (DRIVE range) 2.18 
20-30 mph 2.72 
30-40 mph 3.72 
40-50 mph 5.20 
50-60 mph 6.03 
60-70 mph 8.00 
70-80 mi 13.85 
TOP SPEED 
{jn sue per hour; clocked speeds over surveyed 
mile 
Fastest one-way run 96.46 


one-way run 90.36 
93.36 


west one 
Average of four runs 


FUEL CONSUMPTION 
per gallon; checked with fuel flowmeter, 
peedometer 


I, and electric s r) 
Steady 30 mph 19.97 
Steady 45 m 18.80 
Steady 75 mph 13.70 
ec mi 
Simu! over 
measured course 11.54 


BRAKE STOPPING DISTANCE 
(To the nearest foot; checked with electrically ac- 


tuated detonator) 


30 mph 44 
45 mph 97 
60 mph 173 


GENERAL SPECIFICATIONS 


ENGINE 


Bore & stroke 
Stroke/bore ratio 
Compression ratio 
Displacement 
Advertised bhp 
Piston travel 
max. bhp 
Bhp per cu. in. 
Maximum torque 
Maximum bmep 


DRIVE SYSTEM 
Standard transmission 
Ratios 
Automatic transmission 
Ratios 


Rear axle ratios 


DIMENSIONS 


Wheelbase/tread ratio 


In-line, ohv, 8 cyl. 
3.187 x 4.125 
1.29:1 

7:1 


263.3 cu. in. 
125 @ 3800 rpm 


2612 ft. per min. 


224 Ibs.-ft. @ 2200 rpm 
128.4 psi 


Three-speed 
using helical 


Ist 267, 2nd 1.66, 3rd 
1.00, reverse 3.02 

Torque converter with 

ears 

DRIVE: 1 x converter 
ratio (2.4:1 maximum 
at stall); LOW: 1.82 x 
converter ratio; RE- 
VERSE: 1.82 x con- 
verter ratio 

Conventional 3.9:1, 
automatic 3.6:1 


121.5 in. 
Front 59.1 in., rear 59 in. 
2.05:1 
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Overall width 


76.0 in. 

Overall length 205.8 in. 
Overall height 63.4 in. 
Turning diameter 39.5 ft. 


Turns lock to lock 5% 
Weight (test car) 
Weight/bhp ratio 0: 
Weight distribution Front 53.75%, rear 
46.25% 
Weight/sq. in. 
rake lining 
Tire loading (% of 
recommended maxi- 
mum at curb weight) 


21.6 Ibs. 


Front 84%, rear 
72% 


SAFETY CHECK 
DRIVER SAFETY 


Blind spot at left windshield post 
at a minimum? 

Blind spot at rear vision mirror 
at a minimum? 
Vision to — rear satisfactory? 

Windshield free from objectionable 
reflections at night? 
Dash free of yoy: teflections? 

Left side of dash free of low 
projections? x 

Cigarette lighter, ashtray and glove 

compartment convenient for driver? x 


DRIVER AND PASSENGER 
Front seat apparently locked securely 
at all adjustment points? x 
Metal strip eliminated between front 
quarter window and main door 
window? x 
Rear view mirror free of sharp 
corners? x 
Right side of dash free of 
projections? 
Adequate shock-absorbing crash pad? 
REAR SEAT PASSENGERS: 
Back of front seat free of sharp 
edges and projections? x 
Rear interior door hand/es 


YES NO 


xx OK 


<>< 


inoperative when locked? x 
Adequate partition to keep trunk 
out of p 
compartment on impact? x 


PRICES 


(Including retail price at main factory, federal tax, 
and delivery and handling charges, but not freight.) 


Four-door sedan $2255 
Two-door sedan 2197 
Hardtop 2295 
Convertible 2553 
ACCESSORIES 
Twin-Turbine Dynaflow $192.50 
Power steering 177.40 
Power brakes 35.19 
Radio 91.72 
Heater 67.76 
Tinted glass 32.30 
White sidewall tires (additional 
cost per 
7.60 x 1 31.50 


OPERATING COST PER MILE 


(In this portion of the test table, MOTOR TREND 

includes those items that can be figured with rea- 

sonable accuracy on a comparative basis. The costs 

given here are nat intended as an absolute guide 

to the cost of operating a particular make of car, 

or a particular car within that make. Depreciation 
is not included.) 

Cost of gasoline $185.70 

Cost of insurance 121.60 

Maintenance: 

Wheel alignment 

Brake reline (front only) 

Major tuneup 

(Labor only; includes: clean and adjust 

or renew points and plugs, adjust spark 

timing, carburetor, fan belt and gen- 

erator. Clean air cleaner, battery ter- 

minals, bow! and fuel lines, check coil, 

condenser, voltage control, heat control, 

compression and vacuum, tighten cylin- 

der heads, manifolds and hose con- 

nections.) 


(change lubricant) 
First year operating cost per mile 
(based on 10,000-mile annuul average) 


MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR COST ANALYSIS 


; se sample operations in venue makes . often 
° rtinent interest to pros’ ive owners. 


Distributor $16.46 $ 2.00 
Battery 19.75 2.00 
Fuel pum 15.00 4.80 
Fan belt 2.22 1.20 
Valve grind 4.11 23.20 
One front fender 46.98 17.00 

Two tires 56.20 
TOTALS $160.72 .20 
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FLARE SKIRTS 


Chev 
Olds 


exe. 98)... 


Buick. .......... 35-41, 50-53 


Dodge 6 (except conv.) 
Ply (except conv.) .. 
Ford 6 (except conv. 
Cadillac ................. 50-51 


Linc ...... 
Chrys 


GMC (Header Only) 


Sets include headers, header ex- 


. $64.95 


TAKE YOUR CHOICE 
Popular 


Triple chrome, 
heavy gauge 
metal. DURABLE, 


finished to a 
high lustre. 


Set of 4........ $14.95 
(15” or 16”) 


P. opu 


WIRE WHEEL DISC 


with Locks, set of 4 
(REGULAR PRICE 99.50) 


Skirts are all steel with concealed rubber liner. 
The easily installed skirts are primed for paint. 


Exhaust Header Sets 


$27.95 


tension, mufflers, tail pipe, clamps and brackets. 


WHEEL DISCS 


AUTO DISCOUNT CO. 
Dept. 11, P.O. Box 131 


BURBANK, CALIFORNIA 


95 


HIDE-AWAY REAR AERIAL KIT 
3 section beautifully = ~ 


chromed hide-away 
aerial and long aerial 
lead wire for custom 
REAR mounting. 
Aerial with 108” aes 


CARRY YOUR GARAGE 
F 


Heavy Vinyl 


Plastic 
CAR COVER 
37-53 Folds to 
Mere. .......... 39-53 $37.95 
E t 
Dodge ....... 5% Line > Handle 45 
Olds ...... 49-53 Stude ..... Woter- 
Chev (except conv.) .............. proof 


GENUINE CONTINENTAL KITS 


49-53 Ford 
49-53 Chev 
For All These Cars, Too! 
Mere 51-53 $119.95 
Olds 83, 51-53 124:50 
Olds 98, 52-53 124.50 


Buick 51-53, Super, RM, Skylark 
Linc 51-53. 


Cadiliac 50-53..... 137.50 
Cadillac E! Dorado............... 199.50 
109. 
Ply., Dodge, DeSoto, Chrys. 53 . 106 50 


Packard 51-53 


Kit includes sturdy tire mount 
tire cover, bumper extension, stone deflector, 
chrome hub cap and misc. hardware. 


SORRY NO COD’S 


25% deposit on all orders, F.O.B. 
Burbank. Add 3% sales tax in Calif. 


Aerial with 180” wire 
8.95 
Dual rear kit (two aerials).................... $12.50 


WITH YOU 


SENSATIONAL VALUE 


Airplane-T Aluminum Oxide In- 

sulators give you these important 

bonus features: 

High Speed Performance LIFE- 

TIME Economy © Superior Spark 

insulation Greater Strength 

Tougher Breakage Resistance. 

Order today! Only 79c each, including 
rk Plug Clearance Gage. Send make, yr, 

No. of cylinders. Shipped postpaid or send 


$1.00 per set deposit, balance C.O.D. Dealers inquire. 
4736 $. CENTRAL AVE., DEPT. M-11 
LOS ANGELES 11, CALIF. 


FISHER’S 


Unconditionally Guaranteed 
to Last The Life Of Your Car! 


GUARANTEE 


These spark plugs are 
guaranteed for the LIFE 
OF YOUR CAR. The first 
cost is the last cost. 
Should this spark plug 
fail to function properly, 
it will be replaced free 
of charge. 
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HILLMAN MINX 


Dual Intake (2 Carb) 
Manifold 


ANOTHER HONEST CHARIEY CRFATION 


ONLY $2975 


Complete with 
DELUXE with chrome plated linkage kit 


Onl 
Dealers wanted $3725 
Send Money Order. We ship Postpaid. 


Hillman Minx Hi Compression Head 
by Edmunds net $38.79 
MUFFLERS TOO LOUD! 
use our SILENCERS 
USE ANYWHERE 
IN TAIL PIPE 


SINGLE NET ........$4.95 
TWO FOR NET....$9.95 


You send money—We pay postage 


installation linkage kit 


WIND WINGS 


Chrome on brass bolts and fittings—iucite panels. 
Works with top up or down with curtains in place 
or not—install yourself in 20 minutes. List $38.50 


$ 9% 
SEND 25c FOR 
WHOLESALE-RETAIL CATALOG 


HONEST CHARLEY SPEED SHOP 
Box T 3086, Chattanooga, Tenn. 


WE MAIL POSTPAID 
IN CONTINENTAL U.S.A. Send net 


Chrysler Road Test 


(Continued from page 31) 


heat and vent controls. The Chrysler’s 
husky, T-handled emergency brake pulls 
straight out from under the panel at the 
left with little effort, and releases easily. 


How does the Chrysler’s heat and vent 
system operate? The New Yorker’s venti- 
lating system brings in lots of cool air from 
a cowl-mounted scoop. One of the few 
systems with an intake mounted on the 


| cowl, it supplies air free of exhaust fumes 


| and engine heat. The New Yorker’s heat- 
| ing system provides plentiful warm air in 
| cold weather. 


| Does the new body give any increase in 


vision? Last year’s Chrysler had good all- 
around vision, and the °53. with its larger 
windshield and three-piece, wrap-around 
rear window, gives the driver an unob- 
structed view at all quarters. A major 
change is a one-piece windshield. The di- 
viding strip down the center of the ’52 
Chrysler’s windshield was not objection- 
able, but improved vision is noticeable in 
the new model. The chair-height seats help 
here too. The long, high hood conceals the 
right front fender, and moving the New 
Yorker in close parking places calls for 
good judgment to preserve the fenders. 


Has Chrysler made any changes in the 
famed “FirePower” engine? Along with 
many owners and automotive observers, 
Chrysler apparently felt that the high- 
performance overhead-valve V-8 needed 
no changes, at least for 53. The much-dis- 
cussed FirePower engine has a tremendous 
potential, an additional part of which it 
will use for 54, possibly up to as high as 
235 horsepower, as predicted earlier. Al- 
though this engine is now outpowered by 
others, it still demands a great deal of 
respect. Its 180 horsepower, when meas- 
ured in terms of maximum torque output, 
is comfortably up there with most of the 
new V-8 engines which have equal or 
greater hp ratings. 


Has the Chrysler’s transmission been 
changed? In 1951, Chrysler perked up its 
performance with a torque converter (Flu- 
id-Torque Drive) coupled to Fluid-Matic 
Drive (the hydraulically operated ‘“M-6” 
transmission ); there were no changes this 
year, The torque converter improves pick- 
up with a 2.34:1 torque multiplication 
which (with the 1.61:1 third-speed ratio of 
the M-6 transmission) gives an overall 
starting ratio of 3.77:1 in DRIVE. By 
comparison, Fluid-Matic alone has a 


Traditionally beautiful Frenchwomen and renowned French mas- 
terpieces in other fields of art have acquired a most suitable 
companion in this Salmson, one of the many stars at October's 
Paris show. The four-seater coupe has a 108-bhp engine that 
can whip it over the routes nationales at a brisk 112 mph 
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exclusive offer 
TO THE READERS OF 
MOTOR TREND 


you can become a member of 


ug NEW YORK 
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BACHELOR CLUBS 
OF AMERICA 


The most exclusive club in the world with 
American branches everywhere (and Inter- 
nationally, too) is NOW open to you. 


All MOTOR TREND readers are now 
entitled to membership. 

Newspapers, TV, Radio, Magazines and 
Newsreels have carried stories year after 
year on the swank Bachelor Club Activities. 


From time to time in MOTOR TREND, you will 
get BACHELOR CLUBS OF AMERICA reports on 
forthcoming local parties, cruises, auto 
excursions, Balls and other events in YOUR 
area, plus free Travel Service Information, 

and an excellent Discount arrangement on 

gifts and appliances you wish to purchase. 

By participating in the Club affairs you 

will “rub shoulders” with top celebrities, 
socialites, movie stars and leading 

business executives. 


MEMBERSHIP ENTITLES YOU TO: 


1. A 1-year subscription (12 monthly issues) of 
MOTOR TREND (newsstand price 25 cents each). 


Bachelor Club Membership lapel pin. 
Bachelor Club windshield decal for your car. 
Gold embossed Bachelor Club Membership card, 


with Travel Service and Discount House 
information on back. 


> 


Fill out the coupon below and enclose 10 dollars (check or money 
order) which includes cost of handling and you will automatically 
become a member of the world’s most exclusive Club. 


BACHELOR CLUBS OF AMERICA 
National Headquarters 

1733 Broadway (the Buick Building) 
New York City 


City Zone: State: 


Business or School Affiliation: 
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TREND 


for your home library 


@ PRACTICAL INFORMATION e@ PROVEN HOW-TO-DO-IT @ HUNDREDS OF PHOTOS 
@ UNIQUE IDEAS METHODS AND DIAGRAMS 


SPIN TACKLE FISHING How to catch big fish with light 
lines—a complete guide to ocean and fresh water spinning. 
The evolution of spinning, facts about spinning rods, how to 
wrap your own spinning rod, choose a reel, facts about lines, 
basic lures, casting techniques, record catches. Over 200 pho- 
tos, drawings and diagrams make this book a real how-to-do-it 
guide to the newest way to fish. 


the sky, four-wheeled fantasies, cars built for novel purposes, 
fabulous foreign cars, elaborate “specials,” cars of the future. 
164 iMusereced pages; hundreds of custom ideas! 


HOT ROD YOUR CAR __ How to cheaply hot rod your en- 
gine; carburetion, ignition, stroking, boring—cost of engine 
accessories, street rods and Bonneville champions, all out for 
acceleration, late model overhead valve engines. Photos, cut- 
away drawings and diagrams clearly illustrate how to build 
hotter engines for Cadillac, Lincoln, Chrysler products, Ford, 
Pontiac, Chevy, Chrysler, Studebaker, Buick, Willys. 160 pages 
of how-to-do-it facts. 


RESTYLE YOUR CAR 1001 new ideas for customizing. 
160 pages include chapters on planning a custom, choosing 
a style, special customizing problems, styling paste-ups, De- 
troit and foreign customs, conservative and radical techniques 
with examples, how to modify the interior, the 10 best cus- 
toms, photos of customs coast to coast, cut-out section, engines 
and accessories. Complete data and photo coverage of a daz- 
zling array of custom cars. 


CUSTOM CARS 1954 Annual A collection of fabulous new 
customs and step by step stories on precisely how they are built. 
Over 300 photos illustrate chapters that include the cost of 
custom body work, the story of interior customizing, the case 
for custom upholstery, how a custom shop works, the new 
customs, how to customize at home, the necessary tools, facts 
about Fiberglas and how to work with this new material. 
The latest developments in the custom field! 


ON YOUR FAVORITE NEWSSTAND NOW 


OR ORDER DIRECT—SEND THIS COUPON TO | TREND BOOKS 
5959 Hollywood Blvd. 
Los Angeles 28, Calif. 
Please send the following books at 85¢ each (includes postage): 
(CD SPIN TACKLE FISHING CD CUSTOM CARS 
(DREAM CARS 
(C0 HOT ROD YOUR CAR (0 HOT ROD ANNUAL 
CO RESTYLE YOUR CAR (see page 64) 
zone state. 


1.75:1 third-speed ratio and a 3.57:1 
ratio in first gear. 


What are the advantages of this transmis- 
sion? Chrysler calls the M-6a “controlled- 
type automatic transmission”; those who 
favor other cars with automatic transmis- 
sions argue that this is not an automatic 
transmission because the driver must use 
a clutch to engage each range. That’s a 
matter of opinion, for once in DRIVE range 
there is no need to shift gears manually; 
the only “work” involves letting up on 
the accelerator for an upshift to fourth 
gear. 

Realizing the demand for a fully auto- 
matic unit, Chrysler recently unveiled a 
brand-new one, ‘“PowerFlite,” combining 
a torque converter and an automatic two- 
speed planetary gearbox. According to 
press releases, it combines “excellent per- 
formance characteristics with unusually 
smooth operation.” After a short test of a 
car equipped with the new unit, MT Re- 
search is inclined to agree. Presently in- 
stalled on a limited number of Crown and 
Custom Imperials, the new transmission 
will appear on the ’54 New Yorkers. 

PowerFlite provides higher starting 
torque (2.6:1) than any similar unit in the 
industry. With a 1.72:1 low gear, the over- 
all starting torque will be 4.47:1. The 
unit weighs 214 pounds, and contains 
about 100 fewer parts than the most com- 
plicated automatic transmission in use. 

In operation, PowerFlite is similar to 
other automatics, with no clutch or foot 
shift necessary. For all normal driving you 
leave: the selector lever in DRIVE range. 
It then starts out in low gear and up- 
shifts quickly and barely perceptibly at 
a speed dependent on throttle position. 
There is no advantage to using Low range 
and shifting manually to DRIVE as far as 
acceleration is concerned, but Low range 
can be used for other situations such as 
engine braking on steep hills, or passing 
at speeds over 60 where it would be diffi- 
cult or impractical to down-shift through 
the use of the throttle. A down-shift with 
PowerFlite is possible at any speed up to 
55 mph. When down-shifting with either 
the throttle or the selector lever, you get 
a noticeable increase in acceleration. 

This new transmission will definitely be 
able to take advantage of the present en- 
gine, and as horsepower increases, it will 
be even more effective. Having driven a 
car with PowerFlite (after our regular 
test) we can readily understand why 
Chrysler delayed the announcement un- 
til the transmission was perfected. Power- 
Flite is the most effective and closest to 
ideal of all the automatic transmissions 
we have tested to date. 


How does the present tr ission-en. 
gine combination affect the New Yorker’s 
performance? Discussions of the Chrysler 
transmission usually center about the pres- 
ence of a clutch on the floorboard, and 


the foot-controlled shift. The MT Re- 
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search speed runs gave an average top 
speed of 104.28 mph. These checks were 
made just at dawn (with the temperature 
at 108° F) to escape the midday heat. 
The Chrysler engine did not heat up, 
nor did it develop any vapor lock during 
the speed runs. This performance is sig- 
nificant, for nearly all cars require a 
lengthy cooling-off period between speed 
runs under these weather conditions. 


What economy can I expect from the 
Chrysler? If you enjoy the response of the 
Chrysler engine. you should be satisfied 
with a good compromise, for the Chrysler 
is not designed as an economy car. This 
year’s car, which averaged 18.6 mpg at 
30, 17.6 at 45, and 16.2 at 60 mph. showed 
improvement over the ’52 Saratoga. The 
increase (ranging from 1.4 to 3.3 mpg) is 
due primarily to a slightly higher rear 
axle in the ’53 car; this would also explain 
the slightly slower acceleration of this 
year’s Chrysler. 


Does the Chrysler pace its horsepower 
with braking power? The New Yorker’s 
vacuum-boosted brakes (standard ) brought 
the 4380 pound car to sure, swift stops with 
no indication of fade. The power brakes 
mean less pedal pressure but require as 
much pedal travel as conventional brakes, 
thus losing for the driver the advantage of 
pivoting from throttle to brake on his 
heel. At 30 mph. the Chrysler’s stopping 
power was average for its weight class, 
but at 45 and 60, the New Yorker had 
more positive braking action. The average 
for others in the Chrysler’s class is 108 
feet at 45 mph, 206 feet at 60 (these 
braking distances range from 96 to 120 
feet at 45, and 191 to 234 feet at 60). 
The New Yorker stopped in gg feet at 
45, 198 feet at 60 mph. 


Is the FirePower engine easy to service? 
Accessibility of engine components is 
about average. As with most of the new 
V-8s, the New Yorker provides good ac- 
cessibility to valves. generator, distributor, 
oil filler neck. and dipstick. Spark plugs 
are recessed; a plug check requires the 
removal of a long tube. The Chrysler’s 
fuel pump, oil filter unit. and power brake 
cylinder are the only components that 
require a double-jointed mechanic for 
quick service. The power steering pump 
is behind the generator, in a good spot 
for servicing. The lack of air ducts under 
the hood gives the Chrysler mechanic a 
little more elbow room than in most en- 
gines of this size. 


Does the New Yorker have a roomy trunk? 
Chrysler’s trunk is one of the industry’s 
largest. It held all of MT’s complex (and 
growing) testing equipment—dquite a feat 
for any car. The interior of the trunk was 
finished nicely, with a rug of quality 
rarely seen in trunk floor coverings; work- 
manship, as elsewhere in the car, was 
above average. The spare tire is mounted 
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vertically at the right side of the trunk. 
Because of the location of the gas tank 
filler cap at the rear of the car, a four- 
inch sill at the rear makes unloading or 
loading the trunk a little difficult. We 
have heard so many adverse comments on 
the filler cap location that we feel cer- 
tain it will be relocated soon. 


Is it built like a quality car? The 53 New 
Yorker makes its quality as evident on 
the outside as it does on the inside. Its 
three-bar grille of good quality material 
was solid and entirely free of rattles. The 
bumper guards are sturdy but barely aver- 
age in size. Chrysler has no trim gimmicks 
—the headlight rims are standard in size 
and design, and chrome trim is limited to 
straight. unassuming rub strips, with a 
simple gravel guard at the front of the 
rear fenders. 

High-quality workmanship and good 
materials were evident in the Chrysler’s 
body panels. All sections fitted neatly. The 
upper part of the rear fenders is integral 
with the rear quarter body panel, but the 
lower portion is bolted on (the rear fend- 
er rub strip conceals the division ), lessen- 
ing repair costs. 

The Chrysler’s rear fenders end in ver- 
tical taillights with integral backup lights. 
The car’s paint was free of ripples, and no 
blemishes were seen anywhere on the fin- 
ish. 


Will it be durable? If the MT test car was | 
| 


an example of average Chrysler workman- 
ship and material, the New Yorker should 
last for thousands of miles of hard use. 
There were no squeaks or rattles from 
body panels or chrome, and the running 
gear was tight and quiet at the comple- 
tion of the road test. The interior showed 
no signs of wear or tear after a full week 
of constant test driving by the MT Re- 
search staff; the upholstery and other trim 
are obviously not easily soiled. The quiet- 
running V-8 idled rather roughly through- 
out the test, but functioned perfectly at 
all times. 


Would the Chrysler New Yorker be a good 
buy? From a service standpoint, the 
Chrysler should be worth its price tag. 

Although its other advancements have 
outdated its present transmission, the New 
Yorker’s performance cannot be over- 
looked. It’s one of the liveliest of our large 
cars and can cruise at speeds well beyond 
those adequate and safe for present high- 
way conditions. On the other hand, it is one 
of our finest family cars—quite sedate in 
trim, roomy enough for nearly any family, 
and a car that carries with it a sizable 
amount of prestige. 

Match the New Yorker’s luxury against 
its body style; compare its power with its 
clutch-assisted transmission. But when 
you appraise the Chrysler, don’t overlook 
a thing—and you'll find that the New 
Yorker has a great deal to offer a buyer 
who wants a car of the Chrysler’s caliber. 
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12 VOLTS TO 6 VOLTS 
EASY 


WHY go through the heavy expense of installing 
12-volt radios and accessories on your 1953 Cadi, 


1953 CHRYSLER NEW YORKER DELUXE 
(Equipped with Fluid-Torque Drive) 


THE STORY IN FIGURES 


Buick, Olds, Foreign car, Diesel truck, or boat when 
it can be done simply with a less expensive 6-volt 100 
accessory. Easy installation of the VOL-TA-DROP 
Resistor does all this in minutes. ad 
20 
70 
% mile 
60 
= 
c 
a 
RANGES and GEARS used 
The VOL-TA-DROP steps down your 12-volt cur- + tia = A LOW, DRIVE (Ist, 3rd) 
rent to 6 volts adapting all standard electrical auto- Pd B DRIVE (3rd) 
motive accessories to your car. 0 C DRIVE (3rd, 4th) 
Unconditionally guaranteed for 1 year (Ae 
"4 
Available from all the better Auto mee A i, 
Radio stores. If not stocked, order 10 
Columbia Radio Company 
§ or 522 Hartford Ave., Providence, RI. | SECONDS 
Please ship Vol-Ta-Drop units @ $2.95. 
i 
Cicheck money order ACCELERATION 
n 
— 
If for a Radio, please specify make & model. 2 13590 rpm 
ewe = = 2000 80 - 
Prices subject to change without ti 
48:3% 46.7% 
TRAFFIC 
20 - 
FUEL CONSUMPTION DEPRECIATION 


Slip on ead of tail pipe and 
gecure with set screw. 

If your installation is too veel 
Sandee Silentips will quiet, yet. 
maintain the desirable'deep 


tones of a good installation: em 
"Standard Type—2” shell, 1%" core” 
(marx. quiet) chrome plated $2.95 « 
Racing type—2%" shell core $3.95 9. 
Both types available to fit 
1%", 154”, 134" and 2” tail pipes”... 
| We also have a complete line of 
tone m rs. 
Dealer inquiries invited. 
SANDEE MUFFLER CO. 


5643 Corryne Place ¢ Culver City, Calif 


HAND CONTROLS 
FOR THE HANDICAPPED 


Now you can drive anywhere with new easy- 
to-use hand controls. Auto or Ti Automatic 
Transmission Std 


standard - 
Installation 
furnished. 


HANDICAP 


PRODUCTION 
1543 Cota Ave. 
Long Beach, Calif. 
Phone LB 69-5125 


_ fifth wheal, and electric speedometer) 


PERFORMANCE 


CLAYTON CHASSIS DYNAMOMETER TEST 
(All tests are made under full load, which is simi- 
lar to climbing a hill at full throttle) 

RP. HP 


63 


2000 
2500 
3000 78 118 (maximum) 


ACCELERATION 


(In seconds; checked with fifth wheel and electric 
speedometer) 
Standing start %4-mile 


(72.6 mph; LOW and DRIVE range) 20.2 
0-30 mph (33, car speedometer; 
LOW and DRIVE range) 5.6 
0-60 mph (68, car speedometer; 
LOW and DRIVE range) 15.2 
10-20 mph (DRIVE range) 1.8 
20-30 mph 41 
30-40 mph 2.5 
40-50 mph 3.1 
50-60 mph 4.0 
60-70 mph 7.6 
70-80 mph 7.5 
TOP SPEED 
(In miles per hour; clocked speeds over surveyed 
Y% mile) 
Fastest one-way run 107.14 
Slowest one-way run 102.38 
Averoge of four runs 104.28 


FUEL CONSUMPTION 
(In miles per gallon; checked with fuel flowmeter, 


Steady 30 mph 18.6 

Steady 45 mph 174 

Steady 60 m 16.2 

Steady 75 mph 13.8 
Simulated traffic over 

measured course 


BRAKE OISTANCE 
d with electrically ac- 


30 mph 47 
45 mph 99 
60 mph 198 


GENERAL SPECIFICATIONS 


ENGINE 


Bore & stroke 
Stroke/bore ratio 
Compression ratio 
Displacement 
Advertised bhp 
Piston travel 
@ max. bhp 
Bhp per cu. in. 
Maximum torque 
Maximum bmep 


DRIVE SYSTEM 
Fluid-Matic Drive 


Ratios 


Fluid-Torque Drive 


Ratios 


Rear axle ratios 


DIMENSIONS 
Wheelbase 
Tread 


Wheelbase/tread ratio 
Overall width 

Overall length 
Overall height 
Turning diameter 
Turns lock to lock 
Weight (test car) 
Weight/bhp ratio 
Weight distribution 


Weight/sq. in 
rake lining 

Tire loading (% of 

recommended max- 
imum at curb weight) 


Overhead-valve, V-8 
3. 813 x 3.625 


2416 ft. per min. 


543 
312 Ibs. - @ 2000 rpm 
142.0 psi 


Fluid coupling with 
hydraulically oper- 
ated transmission 

Ist 3.57, 2nd 2.04, 3rd 
1.75, 4th 1.00, re- 
verse 3.99 

Torque converter with 
similar transmission 

Ist 3.28, 2nd 2.04, 3rd 
1.61, 4th 1.00, re- 
verse 3.69; maximum 
converter ratio 2.3 

With Fluid-Matic 3.54, 
with Fluid-Torque 3.36 


125Y2 in. 
Front 56.213 in., 
‘ rear 59.625 in. 


Front 56.8%, 
rear 43.2% 


21.8 Ibs. 


Front 97%, 
rear 


Sixty-two 
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¥ ag 
tl 
7.5 
331.1 cu. in. 
$51.75; Deluxe $79.00. 76.75 in. 
: Postpaid. (Deluxe set 2.11 in. 
4 canbe _ adapted to 62.75 in. 
= 43 ft. 
i > 24.8:1 


SAFETY CHECK 


DRIVER SAFETY 
Blind spot at left windshield post 
at a minimum? 
Blind spot at rear vision mirror 
at a minimum? 
Vision to right rear satisfactory? 
Windshield free from objectionable 
reflections at night? 
Dash free of annoying reflections? 
Left side of dash es of low 
projections? 
Cigarette lighter, ashtray and glove 
compartment convenient for driver? 


DRIVER AND PASSENGER 
Front seat apparently locked 
securely at all odjustment points? 
Metal strip eliminated between 
front quarter window and main 
door window? 
Rear view mirror free of 
sharp corners? 
Right side of dash free 
of projections? 


REAR SEAT PASSENGERS 

Back of front seat free of sharp 
edges and projections? 

Rear interior door hondles 
inoperative when locked? 

Adequate partition to keep trunk 

ts out of p 

compartment on impact? 


YES NO 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
xX 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 


PRICES 


(Including retail price at main factory, federal my 
and delivery and handling charges, but not freight.) 


Windsor 
Windsor Deluxe 
Four-door sedan bree 25 $2711.00 
Club coupe 75 
Hardtop 3015.25 
Convertible 3236.75 
Station wagon 3278.75 
New Yorker New Yorker 
Deluxe 
Four-door sedan ty 50 $3317.50 
Club coupe 145.50 3288.50 
Hardtop 3512. 00 3677.75 
Convertible 3970.00 
Station wagon 3922.75 
ACCESSORIES 
Fluid-Matic Drive Stondard 
Fluid-Torque Drive $144.00 
Power steering 180.35 
Power brakes Standord 
Radio 15.00 
Heater 98.76 
Tinted glass 21.50 
Electric window lifts 134,00 
Air conditioning 642.00 
White sidewall tires (additional 
cost per set: 
8.00 x 15 35.80 


OPERATING COST PER MILE 


(In this portion of the test table, MOTOR TREND 
includes those items that can be figured with rea- 
sonable accuracy on a comparative basis. The costs 
d as an absolute guide 


given here are not i 


to the cost of operating a particular make of car, 
or a particular car within that make. Depreciation 


is not included.) 
Cost of gasoline 
Cost of insurance 

Maintenance: 
Wheel alignment 
Brake reline (front only) 
Major tuneup 
(Labor only; includes: clean and adjust 
or renew points and plugs, adjust spark 
timing, carburetor, fan belt and gener- 
ator. Clean air cleaner, battery termin- 
als, fuel bowl and fuel lines, check 
coil, condenser, voltage control, heat 
control, compression and vacuum. Tight- 
en cylinder heads, semen and hose 
connections.) 


First year operating cost per mile 
(based on 10,000-mile annual average) 


MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR COST ANALYSIS 
(These are prices for parts and labor required in 
various repairs and replacements. Your car may 


require all of them in a short time, or it 


uire none. However, a comparison of prices 
se sample operations in various makes is often 
of pertinent interest to a. owners.) 


ARTS 

$40.00 $ = 
33.45 1.20 
Fan belt 1.20 
Valve grind bse 54.20 
front fender 57.26 21.50 

Two tires 61 = 

TOTALS $209.8 5.90 


$163.26 
146.60 


6.00 
13.38 
14.00 


$5.18 
3.5¢ 


may re- 


+] 29% POLISHED, THINNED 


LAMINATED 
PLASTIC 


FIBERGLASS DLX TOP 


Contoured to give more handsome lines to your MG! Add 
refinement, and at the same time enjoy snug, full coupe 
comfort to supplement your sports model. Absolutely leak- 
proof, drum proof, and rattle-free. Never 
needs replacement! Can't rust, rot, or 
corrode. Takes paint beautifully. Comes 
primed on exterior, fully finished interi- 
or Available as fabric covered slightly 
higher. 


VALVE COVER 
and FINNED SIDE PLATE 


COMPLETE! 


$75 


VINYL PLASTIC 
made 
MG Custom Mirror Metal Tire 
Round or Square $3.75 COVER 


Sport Car DISCOUNT Co. 


P.O. Box 131, Griffith Station Sorry, No C.O.D.’s 


. 25% deposit on all order: 
Los Angeles 39, California F.O.B. Los Angeles. Add 3% sales tax in Calif. 
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PROTECTION PLUS ECONOMY | 


far 


NOW YOU CAN GET 


» FILTER TUBES 
FOR YOUR SPORTS CAR! 


e They remove harmful suspended solid impurities 
down to microscopic size from lubricating oil. 
Greatest possible protection for all bearing sur- 
faces. Lowest known cost for oil. 


@ Specially engineered for the oil filters of the most 
popular British cars. Made by the manufacturers 
of FULFLO Filters . . . one of the most respected 
names in modern industrial filtration. 


ASK YOUR DEALER 


COMMERCIAL FILTERS CORPORATION 


MELROSE 76, MASSACHUSETTS 


Sixty-three 
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just out! 
the new, complete 
HOT ROD 
1954 Annual 


OT RO 75. 


1954 ANNUAL 


BONNEVILLE HistoRy 


The best, most practical mate- 
rial in the field selected and 
compiled to make the most use- 
ful reference book possible. 
Building rods of all types— 
proven methods of modifying 
engines—the outstanding cars 
... Chapters include: MORE HP 
FOR YOUR ENGINE, THE NEW- 
EST EQUIPMENT, ENGINE 
CONVERSIONS, BUILDING 
COMPETITION MACHINES, 
TRUE FACTS ABOUT HORSE- 
POWER, PREPARATION FOR 
BONNEVILLE, THE HOT ROD 
AND YOU, THE CARS, THE 
RECORD HOLDERS 


160 PAGES © OVER 225 PHOTOS 
Diagrams * Cutaway Drawings * Cartoons 


ON SALE NOW 


or order by mail with 
coupon on page 60 
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The Rough Road to Fame 


(Continued from page 20) 


sporting licenses, and AAA had outlawed 
NASCAR. As innocent spectators, the Mexi- 
cans were understandably confused and irked. 
FIA finally intervened and the AAA agreed 
(without prejudice to its principles) to license 
—just for the Mexican race—any “qualified 
driver.” 

The feud certainly hurt the second race 
severely. The final entry list of 105 was way 
below the first race’s 132. Prominent names 
were missing. Without strong government 
support, the resulting deficit might have 
been fatal. 

The other major hitch was of the com- 
mittee’s own making, a result of inexperience 
and a certain persisting tendency to make 
particular decisions without considering gen- 
eral results. Like the first, the second race 
was a one-category “stock” event. Some mod- 
ification was to be permitted, but the rules 
committee had to find out the hard way that 
the racing game is ful) of Philadelphia law- 
yers. Things got out of hand. 

Article 11 of the 1951 rules (Automo- 
biles Which May Compete) ran 12 lines. 
Last year, stock class specifications were ex- 
panded to 43 lines. This year (not counting 
the new light stock class) the subject oc- 
cupies some 20 pages. Most of this added 
space is a categorical listing by make and 
model of permissible “factory options,” over 
which confusion still hovered in 1952. 

Amidst the medley of opinions on “stock” 
classification, there was one almost unani- 
mous cry, only the Italians dissenting: Let 
the Ferraris pick on somebody their own 
size! (See “Glove Compartment,” on page 
4.) Even the placid Troy Ruttman, a big 
boy who speaks softly, said flatly he wouldn’t 
come back if European-sports cars weren’t 
eliminated. 

It looked like a tough .one. The race 
needs both the Ruttmans and the Taruffis. 
But the committee was catching on. A 5000 
annual production quota unstocked the hot 
European jobs, a new “sport” class left them 
in the race. 

Everybody was happier with the 1952 
rules. The accident rate decreased, with only 
one death and fewer injuries than before. Yet 
all was not sweetness and light. When a 
supplementary ruling admitted 1953 models 
that appeared by November, Lincoln un- 
veiled a big firecracker that blew everything 
else off the road. But was it stock? The 
outcries began again, this time revolving 
around the rule providing that “factory op- 
tions will be accepted when they do not 
affect the engine itself or its accessories.” 

The committee, much less a mere report- 
er, had no way of knowing for sure who 
was right in the dispute over “what’s stock ?” 
What they suspected was that the Estes se- 
cret weapons were named Clay Smith and 
Bill Stroppe. These two red-hot mechanics 
set up an assembly-line system that examined 
the cars at each night’s stop as minutely as 
Sherlock Holmes looking for a broken finger- 
nail in Waterloo Station. If so, what could 
be done about it? You can make every- 


body in the orchestra play the same score, 
but you can’t make them all produce the 
same quality music. 

Perhaps the inevitable answer to the whole 
problem, both stock and sport, had lain 
ready at hand waiting for the voice of ex- 
perience to mention it. In Europe, the usual 
custom in extended races is to impound the 
cars overnight, allowing only limited time 
for overhauling, and often no time at all. 

So this year we have the most important 
change yet made in the Pan-American rules. 
Three hours after it finishes each day, a 
competing car must check in at an impound 
area. There it will be sealed and put under 
military guard. The seals must remain un- 
broken until it crosses the starting line in 
the morning. 

It would be silly to think the impound 
rule is a magic formula that will end all 
dissatisfaction. Gripes are as much a part of 
an auto race as gasoline. There will be holes 
to plug in this year’s rules, just as always. 
But on the-eve of the fourth Pan-Ameri- 
can, it does seem a big step has been taken. 
After all, the main idea of road racing is to 
find out which are the best cars and drivers, 
not who’s the richest owner or sponsor. 

Another important step this year is the 
addition of light classes in both stock and 
sport categories. No longer will Fords have 
to fight. Cadillacs, and Porsches fight Fer- 
raris. In thus enlarging the race, the com- 
mittee is thinking particularly of the ama- 
teur, the fellow who’d like to fix up an en- 
try if he could see even a fighting chance. 
Many more Mexicans should now get a 
chance to enter their own race. There are 
some good young local drivers coming along, 
a number of them hot rodders. It is also 
hoped that the Pan-American may become a 
rallying point for amateur sports car drivers 
from all over the world. 

But what of that nearly forgotten element, 
the race follower? His basic problem is the 
struggle to get something to eat, to find a 
place to lay his head for at least a few hours 
of the night, and to get from here to there. 

The eating problem is mostly in Tuxtla 
Gutierrez. The only hotel of any size is the 
Bonampak. With its big main building, cot- 
tages, and extensive driveways, the Bonam- 
pak is attractive and convenient. But each 
year the management seems vastly surprised 
at suddenly finding the place full of people. 
The help gets in a tizzy, and the kitchen 
runs out of everything almost immediately. 
Fortunately, there are other eating places 
in Tuxtla, a taxi-ride away from the hotel. 

Elsewhere up the road, all the night stops 
are in cities of a size that caters to tourists. 
No worry about food, but sleeping accom- 
modations are tough to get everywhere. Ex- 
cept in Mexico City, the race committee 
books all available space. If you have cre- 
dentials of some sort, plus luck and patience, 
you'll no doubt make out. Maybe this year 
these small difficulties will be absent; any- 
how, let’s remember it’s a tough problem, 
but one which has been handled better each 
year. 

This is less a gripe than a word of advice 
to race followers of non-official status. Be 
prepared. I’ve carried an air mattress and 
sleeping bag during the last two races, and 
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used it. Don’t forget that Mexican nights 
are chilly. Rain is possible but very unlikely 
except around Juarez. One of those little 
sleeping trailers would be ideal. 

How to keep up with the race? This is 
perpetually asked, but hard to answer. The 
competitors just barrel up the road until 
they get there. The press and VIPs—last 
year, and presumably this—go by plane. By 
rushing to the airport before the last cars 
start, they have just enough time to dash to 
the finish before the first cars arrive. Those 
traveling by car have two choices, neither 
very satisfactory. To catch finishes (general- 
ly much more exciting than starts) they 
must hit the road in the afternoon or early 
evening of the night before. The highway 
closes early in the morning, and you'll find 
it a jittery business arguing with bands of 
rifle-toting, blanketed-to-the-eyes country mi- 
litia who appear to have been left over from 
Pancho Villa days. Most service cars go on 
the night before, and sometimes have room 
for passengers. 

Reporters are well advised to follow by car 
at least the first day, to see for themselves 
what crashes and drop-outs there are. Along 
the road from Tuxtla to Oaxaca is the place 
to see what “toughest race in the world” 
really means. Spectators will find this mop- 
ping-up trip exciting, sometimes depressing, 
but never dull. 

The soldiers reopen the highway about an 
hour after the last start. You can still make 
Oaxaca by early evening. Next day, you can 
also follow and reach Mexico City by about 
dark. From here on, going ahead is far bet- 
ter. From Mexico City to Durango is 590 
miles. Few cars drop out in the north. Fin- 
ishes become increasingly exciting as the end 
approaches. 

Whether they enter or not, car enthusiasts 
from Europe and the U.S. can take them- 
selves a rousing pre-Christmas vacation in 
Mexico. With the impound rule leaving eve- 
nings free for competitors, the time is to be 
filled with a series of regional fiestas. These, 
especially in Oaxaca, are really something. 

What of the future? We’ve seen the Pan- 
American grow each year. Until this year, 
permanence of the race was never assured; 
government permission was delayed until the 
last moment, with the resulting loss of en- 
tries. The new administration of President 
Ruiz-Cortines, however, is making a great 
effort to build tourist business. The Pan- 
American is an important part of its pro- 
gram. And this year, the Pan-American be- 
comes the final test in a new world road- 
racing championship circuit. 

A lot of racing people, some of them 
prominently identified with the Indianapolis 
500, think Mexico has the makings of a 
much bigger public spectacle than the Mem- 
orial Day classic. On the Atlantic Coast, 
the Mexican race has been strangely over- 
looked by both the general and the racing 
press, as well as the radio networks. One of 
these days, they will discover that here is a 
sporting event that has just about every- 
thing the public loves. Then there will be a 
great beating of tom-toms, and the lush 
prose of staff writers will perfume the air. 
It couldn’t happen to a nicer race. 

—Don Pope 
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Let your family know that you want the 
famous Mile-O-Meter this Christmas! 
Thousands of men did just that last year 
. . and were “‘surprised’’ with the 
valuable and useful automotive gift they 
wanted most! Mile-O-Meter is the dash- 
board version of the well-known Gale 
Hall professional engine analysis gauge 
. . . it continually indicates engine con- 
dition, warns immediately when engine 
troubles are developing, and shows rel- 


ative miles per gallon as you drive! It's 
what you need to get all the perform- 
ance your car can deliver! Simple to Leading Magazines! Endorsed by 
Py Thousands of Satisfied Users! 
install on the dash—fits all cars—no “I'll never be without onel Saved 
holes to drill—all directions and fittings 
included. The chrome and black Mile-O- fee many times over!"* 
. Re, arr. 
Meter actually pays for itself in less “it is with hesitotion that 
months . . . tell your family 
to ay June, 1951 


BEAUTIFULLY GIFT PACKAGED ! 


with trouble-shooter chart, tips on economy driving, tune-ups, etc.! 

SEND DELUXE STANDARD @ 
MILE-O-METERS AT $ 


FREE with MILE-O-METER! Gale Hall ‘Dashboard Manual", complete 


ZONE STATE 


CITY 


a Check Enclosed Money Order Enclosed Seed COD 


Orders ore shipped within 24 hours enywhere in the U. $. A. 
We pay postage when payment accompanies order. Add 35¢ 
for special delivery, if desired. Each Mile-O-Meter is gift- 
pockaged, with oll accessories and instructions included. 


GALE HALL ENGINEERING, INC. DEPT. 383 © 


NORTH HAMPTON, NEW HAMPSHIRE 
ee 


Deluxe Illuminated. e 

MILE-O-METER 354" diameter NAME e 
SHOWS @ Chrome trim. e 

. 


miles-per-gallon 


@stondard Model, 
2%" diameter 
engine condition » "sted trim. 


(/) engine troubles 


LOOK WHAT IVE cor! 


Now you can control the operating 


temperature of your car from the 

dashboard, with the "SELECTA” Rol- 
ler Radiator Shutter. Types for all makes 
and models of cars—imported or domestic. 
Complete kit for simple installation $11.95. 
Send check or money order. Give year and 
make of car. 

HOLLAND IMPORT DIVISION 

CORNETT INTERNATIONAL MOTORS 


HARRODS CREEK, KY. 
Dealers inquiries invited. 
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First-hand fthpressions of the 1954 Dodge Powerflite, 


a Cadiflac and an Oldsmobile equipped with Dynaflow, 
and Cheyrolet’s Fiberglas sports car — the Corvette 


NOTE—RHere’s the first installment of a 
new feature. Every month we'll tell you 
at the time or shortly after announcement 
dates whenever possible—just what it’s 
like to sit behind the wheel of Detroit’s 
latest, plus other interesting cars. Of 
course, we'll continue our road tests, but 
they take plenty of time, and we thought 
you'd like first impressions as soon as we 
could get them to you.—Editor. 


N THE-NEW ’54 DODGE, you get a 

fast, smooth shift from low ratio in 
D range (where you keep it all the time, 
except for steep hills and backing up). 
For tep acceleration, you can floorboard 
the throttle and automatic shift comes 
around 65 mph. There’s no advantage to 
using L and shifting to D, the reason being 
that the starting gear ratios are the same 
in beth L and D. Automatic downshift 
for passing (possible under 55 mph) is 
fast and gives considerable jump. Rocking 
the car in snow or sand (which we tried) 
is easy. With your foot on throttle, you 
pull back on lever and quickly move it 
from right (Low) to left (REVERSE). This 
isn’t the only thing that makes driving 
the new Dodge easier, for it now has 
power steering on the ’54 models. It’s the 
same “full-time” power steering as used 
on Chryslers. In driving a Dodge with 


_ power steering, it gave us the impression 


that we were in a car with exceptionally 
easy conventional steering. 

Cadillacs will make good use of 
Dynaflow. Just to satisfy our curiosity 
we drove a Cadillac with a torque con- 
verter. Here’s what we found out: The 
most surprising thing is its smoothness. 
With the Hydra-Matic, no matter how 
well it’s adjusted, you feel a certain 
amount of jerkiness when it shifts gears. 
Not so with Dynaflow; there are no gears 
(unless you use the Low range, which 
you can for more acceleration). It doesn’t 
get up and go as fast as a Cadillac with 
H-M, initially anyway, but after you get 
rolling, acceleration is steady and smooth. 
A quick check of the car’s ability to get 
moving from a stoplight was timed with a 
stopwatch. Here’s what we got: o to 60 
mph in DRIVE range, 15 seconds. Using 
Low, then shifting to DRIVE, we knocked 
2.5 seconds off this time. This compares 
quite favorably with Cadillac with Hydra- 
Matic (0-60 mph, 12.8 seconds). A rear 
axle ratio of 3.36:1 is used with Dyna- 
flow. This appears to be a good compro- 


mise between acceleration and cruising. 
Response at cruising speeds is very good. 
We moved from 30 to 60 mph in 8.5 sec- 
onds. The Cadillac with Hydra-Matic is 
one second slower at this speed range. 
There are not many disadvantages to Cad- 
illac with Dynaflow, and they are slight: 
possibly less fuel economy, a tendency to 
“coast” for a few seconds after taking 
your foot off the throttle, and less engine 
braking because Dynaflow doesn’t “shift 
down” as does Hydra-Matic. In any event, 
too many customers will not have to be 
concerned with either the changes neces- 
sary to accomplish the installation or the 
minor disadvantages, for when Hydra- 
Matic operations are again in full swing, 
this transmission will again appear on Cad- 
illacs. The use of Dynaflow, however, al- 
lows Cadillac to continue operations on 
a modest scale. 

It does the same for Oldsmobile, so 
we went on to Lansing, Mich. (where 
Oldsmobiles are made), and we drove 
an Olds 98 with Dynaflow. Our initial 
reaction was that the “jump” is missing, 
or at least toned down, but with 165 hp 
you're still not in the way of many other 
cars at a signal. You won’t burn rubber, 
but you'll take off a lot smoother. If 
you want more “go” you can get it by 
using LOW range, shifting to DRIVE at 
around 40 mph. We bettered our o-60 
times by almost two seconds doing this. 
Olds with Dynaflow is not sluggish. 

Having driven sports cars that could 
meet the purist’s conception of a sports 
car without batting a headlight, and hav- 
ing looked at the Chevrolet Corvette as 
one that would be blinking all over the 
place, I’ve just been pleasantly, but 
pleasantly, surprised. The Corvette not 
only has “go” from a traffic light, punch 
at high speeds, an uncanny ability to stay 
flat through sharp turns and a solid ride, 
but has eye-appeal as well. Don’t get me 
wrong! If you’re looking for a competition 
sports car, keep looking (with only minor 
modifications, however, the Corvette 
would be suitable for competition). But 
... if you’re like thousands of others who 
want an open car that will give perform- 
ance you can’t get in a stock car without 
sacrificing comfort, the Corvette may be 
your answer (providing, of course, that 
you can get one, for the present rate of 
production is only two.per day). 

One day during my recent extended 
stay in Detroit, Dick Haynes, proud 


owner of a new Corvette, let me take over 
the wheel of his car. We wended our way 
through city streets to one of the ex- 
pressways, then wound around a park’s 
curving roads, getting the feel of the 
car. (Later, I joined a press party that 
visited the body and chassis assembly 
operations at Flint, Mich., and drove 
another Corvette at the General Motors 
Proving Grounds. ) 

From this, I’ve come to the conclusion 
that the market Chevrolet can hit with 
the Corvette is not as limited as that for 
the “competition-type” sports car. The 
car is low, so low that even the lowest 
of the stock cars towers above you. This 
one thing alone gives you a feeling of 
roadworthiness. The seats are soft and 
contoured to your back. What’s more, 
they hold you in when you slam around 
a corner at high speed. You can easily 
stretch out your legs. Getting in and out 
isn’t too difficult. : 

Even though the car has Powerglide. 
Chevrolet was clever enough to put the 
selector lever of this automatic trans- 
mission next to the driveshaft tunnel. 
This not only gives you the impression 
of a standard gear box, but when you get 
used to it, you will find you can get plenty 
of performance out of it in combination 
with the 235-cubic inch, 150-hp engine. 
This was very ably demonstrated to me 
by Mauri Rose, who manually down- 
shifted the transmission for braking down 
and accelerating like you would with a 
conventional box. 

Probably one of the biggest surprises 
I got with the car was when I took it 
through some sharp corners at fairly good 
speeds. I’d heard that Chevrolet had de- 
signed the suspension so that it would 
stay flat and stick in corners, but I took 
it with several grains of salt. I needn’t 
have eaten all that salt. It sticks better 


than some foreign sports cars I’ve driven. . 


The steering has a 16:1 ratio, which 
may not be fast by sports car standards, 
but has good response. Mauri Rose, who 
has had months of experience with the 
car, took me around some test curves 
at 70 to 75 mph. Even a lower speed in 
a stock Chevy would have flipped you 
into the bushes. (A more complete report 
on the Corvette assembly operation, etc., 
will be in our December issue.) 
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(105-inch wheelbase), giving it the 
step-down feature and a height 10 
inches lower than standard models. 
Yet it’s easy to get into because the 
doors are cut 14 inches into the roof. 
Powerplant is the 114 bhp Jet engine, 
although it’s capable of taking the 
160 or 170 bhp Hornet engine. With 
the Jet engine... 


THE ITALIA WILL DO WELL OVER 
100 mph. It has never been ex- 
“tended, but with the proper gearing 
(it now uses overdrive) it should be 
capable of doing close to 120, con- 


ark’s siderably higher with the Hornet 
the engine. It rolls on Borrani wire 
that wheels and to help prevent brake 
nbly fade, it has air vents over the head- 
rove lights for the front tires and brakes, 
ytors and vents in the rear fenders. Only 
fake styling note on the car is the 
sion | three “exhaust stacks” coming out 
with fr the sides of each rear fender. The 
- for ends have reflectors, for stop-, tail-, 
The and backup lights. The leather-up-— 
west holstered interior, with two bucket 
This seats adjustable fore and aft, is ven- 
of tilated by means of an intake at the 
g d lower center of the wraparound 
sy windshield, with two outlets above 
Me, the one-piece rear window. Space 
und behind the seats is provided for lug- 
asily gage. Which leads us to comment on 
out the space behind the rear seat on 
Geiss 
lide, 
the | BALBOA, PACKARD’S NEW experi- 
ans- mental sedan, basically a Carib- 
nel. bean with an entirely new top 
sion treatment. We should say lack of 
get space, because with this radically 
enty new roof, designed by Chief Stylist 
tion Dick Teague, there is no package 
sine. area. (Thank goodness; less chance 
me for flying objects on sudden stops.) 
ywn- This is not the most important fea- 
own ture, however. The new top treat- 
ha ment, with an overhanging section 
(four to six inches) and a flat, 
rises up-and-back slanting rear window has 
k it several advantages: more headroom 
ood in the rear seat because the top does 
de- not have to slope as much to meet 
yuld the conventional-type rear window; 
ook no glare (or a minimum amount) 
dn’t from the sun; rain and snow do not 
tter |: pile up on the window; better rear 
yen. visibility with no distortion (when 
sich backing up it’s like looking out a 
dds picture window) ; and, more ventila- 
ihe tion if you want it, for on production 
the models the rear window will roll 
down behind the rear seat. When 
ves asked ... 
1 in 
yt | WHY SUCH A RADICAL TOP DESIGN? 
mr Dick Teague replied, “It was styled 
i. with the objective in mind of cre- 
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Send best wishes to the car-minded men on 
our gift list not just at Christmas but 
throughout 1954 with fine reading about im- 
portant cars and events in the automotive 
world. Friends, neighbors, business acquaint- 
ances, brother, son, dad, you give them enjoy- 
able reading that’s brand new each month 
when you give a gift of MOTOR TREND. It’s 
a Christmas present that’s valuable, useful, 
but not expensive with these... 


special holiday savings 


One full-year gift subscription only $3.00. 
Each additional full-year gift just $2.00. A 
beautiful gift announcement card hand- 
penned with your name is sent just before 
Christmas. First issue mailed during the 
holidays. Overseas gift announcements are 
sent Air Mail. 


Reduced Gift Rates apply to HOT 
ROD and CAR CRAFT magazines 


too ... they make wonderful com- 
bination presents for Christmas! 
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NOW TUNE UP YOUR CAR 
» AUTOMATICALLY! 

solventoilintouppervalve 
and cylinder area every ——~ 
100 miles. (Adjustable.) 
Removes varnish and gum 
deposits. Increases engine 

ower and efficiency. 

sily installed. 


DYNA CARBURETOR 


Stop wasting 
dollars! 


Sensational new Dyna ! 
Carburetor atomizes 
fuel, steps up horse- 
power, gives faster 
pickup, less oil, cooler 
motor, more mileage. 
Pays for itself.in sav- 
ings alone! 


BACK GUARANTEE __J 


| Joseph Conrad & Associates, Dept. MT-11 
1643 E. Si , Los Angel Calif. 


i Gentlemen: Please rush complete information on 


Name 


Add 


' City. State 


JOSEPH CONRAD & ASSOCIATES 
1643 E Slauson. Los Angeles, Calif. 


SAFTYLIZER 


Superior skid 


— 


SAVES 
Tires—Lives 
Maybe your own 
Sold on easy terms 
Money back guarantee 


—loss of control—Accidents. 
IMPROVES—Riding and han- 
dling ability of any car—eas- 
ily installed. 


CLIP AND MAIL TODAY 


items checked below: 


C) Automatic Tene Up () Saftylizer DYNA Carburetor 


SLUGGISH AUTOS! 


If your car wants to konk 
out on a hill .. . if it lacks 
power for emergencies or 
burning oil . . . then you will want to 
try Fisher's Compression SEAL. Guar- 
anteed to restore compression, reduce 
oil consumption and stop piston slap or 
your money back. 

Easy to apply, a small amount in each 
cylinder bore expands and closes ex- 
cessive clearance between piston and 
cylinder wall. Only $3.95 postpaid. (If 
C.0.D., you pay postage!) Send cash, 
check or M.O. Dealers inquire. 


FISHER’S Dept. M-11 
4756 S$. Central Ave. Los Angeles 11, Calif. 


PREVENTS—Dangerous skids 
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ating an entirely new and fresh 
upper structure, which has not been 
done in years.” After discussing the 
various advantages, Teague also 
pointed out that since this would un- 
doubtedly be a limited production 
model (the one we looked at being 
a hand-built model) there was a 
good possibility it could be manu- 
factured of Fiberglas. He added, 
“Did you notice the top gives a 
longer rear deck, adding to the car’s 
overall appearance?” We hadn’t, but 
whatever reasons stylists give for do- 
ing something of this type, Packard 
has sto'en the march on other manu- 
facturers in combating the rear seat 
headroom problem. That is, all ex- 


A STYLIST AT FORD WITH A SIMI- 
LAR IDEA. He (Ard Avakian) spent 
his own time and money trying out 
his pet personal project—providing 
more headroom for rear-seat pas- 
sengers. He did this in the same 
manner that Packard did, that is, 
heightened the top line beyond the 
rear window, giving additional head- 
room above the rear seat (see 
photo, page 12). On his own car, a 
°53 Nash Statesman, he had the War- 
ren Plastic Co. construct for him a 
Fiberglas overlay to the contour that 
he wanted. That could provide rear 
seat passengers with about two more 
inches of headroom (if the metal top 
section had been cut and lifted). 
This top has some, but not all, of the 
advantages of the Packard Balboa. It 
seems that... 


VISORS ARE IN VOGUE, what with a 
visor (built-in) over the windshield 
being rumored for the °54 Cadillac 
standard models, along with wrap- 
around windshield and other styling 
changes reported in this column for 
September. Other changes for Cadil- 
lace for °54 will probably not include 
Dynaflow as optional equipment. In 
the interim between the using up of 
Hydra-Matic-equipped cars and full 
production of Hydra-Matics at Wil- 
low Run (predicted for around No- 
vember 1), Cadillacs will make good 
use of Dynaflow (see page 66 for 
driving impressions of a Dynaflow- 


equipped Cadillac). 


LINCOLN IS STILL DOWN and will not 
resume until shortly after this issue 
reaches the newsstands, because of 
the recent fire at the Hydra-Matic 
plant. Resumption at Nash began as 
this is being written, Packard shortly 
afterward (down because of parts 
shortages). Studebaker announced a 
drastic 15 per cent cutback in pro- 
duction, while Kaiser continued idie. 
It’s not a serious situation though, 
for new car stocks are equivaleht to 
a one month’s supply, considered 
normal. And, incongruously .. . 


PRODUCTION IS UP over last year 
for the first eight months. Up 
through August of last year, General 
Motors produced 1.1 million cars 
compared to 2.1 million for the same 
period this year. Ford produced over 
a half-million through August of °52, 
just short of one million through 
August °53. Chrysler made about the 
same amount as Ford the first eight 
months of °53 and is not far behind 
Ford this year. As far as the entire 
industry is concerned, last year to 
date there were 2.7 million cars 
built, while this year there have been 
4.5 million. And for the first seven 
months of this year, according to R. 
L. Polk & Co., new car registrations 
came within 26,000 units of the all- 
time record set in 1950. It’s there- 
fore not as glum as it might appear 
to be. As for the independents, there 
is good news that. . . 


WILLYS MAKES FIRST U.S.-JAPAN 
CAR PACT. The agreement is with 
Mitsubishi Heavy Industries Reor- 
ganized, Ltd., one of Japan’s largest 
manufacturing concerns. Mitsubishi 
will manufacture the Jeep in its Na- 
goya plant (175 miles from Tokyo) 
and will rapidly develop the manu- 
facture of its own parts to Willys 
specification, expecting to reach 100 
per cent Japanese material content 
in the near future. Shinzo Fujii 
(Pres.) said, “We are convinced that 
technical collaboration between our 
companies will render a great contri- 
bution towards the elevation of 
Japanese automotive standards .. .” 
What those standards are we will tell 
you in an early issue. 

—Walt Woron 


“Sounds okay, Miss Bates—you can turn off the motor now...” 
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ARIZONA 
Nov. 6-15—Phoenix, State Fair 


CALIFORNIA 
Oct. 26-Nov. I—Los Angeles, Fourth Annual Inter- 
national Motorama 
-Nov. 8—San Grand National Live- 
stock Exposition and Ro: 
Nov. 8—Riverside (March AFB), SCCA Races 
Nov. 21-29—San Francisco, Motor Sports Show 
Nov. 28-29—San Diego Bay, Lightning Regatta 


COLORADO 
Nov. 15—Statewide Ski Season opens 
Dec. 29—Lamar, Cowboys Ball 
Dec. 31—Pikes Peak, AdAmAn New Year’s Eve Fire- 
works 
FLORIDA 
Oct. 9-Nov. 28—Orange Park, Greyhound Races 
Nov.-Mar.—Tampa Dog Track, Greyhound Races 
. 21—Louisville, Barbershop Quartette: 


21-22—Lexington, U.K. Basketball 
Tournament 

LOUISIANA 

Oct. 24-Nov. 1—Shreveport, State Fair 

Nov. 20-29—New Orleans, Shrine Circus 

MASSACHUSETTS 


Oct. 20-Nov. 1—University of Massachusetts Flower 
v. 5-8—Boston, Autumn Flower Show 


MICHIGAN 


Nov. (Ist week)—lonia, Apple Festival 

Nov. 13—Gaylord, ‘‘Round the Clock’’ Hunters’ Wel- 
come 

Dec. 25-Jan. 1—Otsego County, Ski Week 


Nov. 1—Biloxi, Speckled Trout and Redfish Rodeo 
Dec. 3—Jackson, Shriners Convention 


NEW JERSEY 


Nov. '8—Mountain View, Annual Square Dance Call- 
ers’ Jamboree 

Dec. 19—Wyckoff, Christmas in Many Lands Cele- 
bration 


NEW MEXICO 


Nov. 1—Taos Pueblo, Ceremonial Dances 

Nov. 12—Jemez and Tesuque Pueblo Fiesta Dances 

Dec. 11—Taos and Santa Fe, Feast of Nuestra Senora 
de Guadalupe 

Dec. 24—San Ildefonso, San Felipe, Laguna, Isleta 
Pueblos, Ceremonial Dances 

Dec. 25-27—Pueblo Dances 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Dec. 5—Charlotte, Shriners’ All-Star Football 

Dec. 13—Pinehurst, Carolinas Golf Tournament 

Dec. 17—Kill Devil Hill, Wright Brothers Anniversary 
Dec. 31—Pinehurst, New Year's Eve Ball 


PENNSYLVANIA 
Nov. 19—Gettysburg, Lincoln’s Address Anniversary 


RHODE ISLAND 


Through Nov. 15—Westerly, 
Charlestown Fishing Derby 

Oct. 26-Nov. 28—Lincoln Downs, Horse Racing 

Nov. 11—Roger Williams Park, Harness Racing 

Through Nov. 11—Londsdale, Stock Car Racing twice 
weekly 


Annual Westerly- 


SOUTH DAKOTA 
Nov. 23-29—Sioux Falls, Automobile Show 


TEXAS 


Dec. 27—Mission San Jose, ‘’Los Pastores”’ 
Dec. 28—El Paso, Southwestern Sun Carnival 


WEST VIRGINIA 
Nov. 4-28—Wheeling Downs, Horse Racing 
Dec. 5-19—Charles Town Jockey Club, Horse Racing 


WISCONSIN 
Nov. 14—Milwaukee, SCCA ‘Impossible Rally’ 


MEXICO 


Nov. 19-23—Fourth Pan-American Road Race, Tuxtla 
Gutierrez to Ciudad Juarez 


JOIN NOW! 
§5.0 EARNS BIG 


BENEFITS! 
JOIN THE AUTO PARTS 
DISCOUNT CLUB and SAVE 


Buy parts for your car, either NEW or 
USED, that are unconditionally GUAR- 
ANTEED. One of the world’s largest 
stocks of used parts is available to club 
members at TREMENDOUS SAVINGS! 
Every second month each member re- 
ceives a complete list of cars currently 
being dismantled, along with a postpaid 
reply card for requesting specific infor- 
mation about the price and availability 
of any part. This service has been proven 
successful for many years by Garage 
and Body Shop owners. PROMPT and 
COURTEOUS answers to any part ques- 
tions is our policy of long standing. 


over century experience in the parts 
business. No charge is made for answer- 


Auto: PARTS DISCOUNT 


e NOW! BUY AT SAME PRICES AS GARAGES! e« 


EXAMPLES OF CLUB SAVINGS: 


NEW FENDER SKIRTS (49-51 Fords) Quality 22 
gauge steel-flared for style. Reg. $9.95. Special 
club price $6.95 (Limit one pair per member). 
OLDS 88 & 98 MOTORS: Complete with carbs, 
generator, distributor, etc. Reg. $350.00. Club 
price $262.50. This is a great savings, as there 
is no exchange required. 

FORD & MERC TRANSMISSIONS (41-48). Reg. 
$35.00. Club price exchange $26.25. 49-50, reg. 
$45.00. Club price exchange $33.75 


ALL PRICES F.0.B. SAN rT? 
25% Required on all C.0.D 


ing questions concerning send: 


SAN BERNARDINO AUTO WRECKING COMPANY 


239 Arrowhead Ave., San Bernardino, Calif. 


25% DISCOUNT 


JOIN NOW AND SAVE! 


IT’S EASY TO JOIN! 

Just enclose $5.00 with the coupon 
below and become eligible for big 
parts savings immediately. At the 
same time, if you wish, you may 
also request prices for any parts 


you are interested in. 


| GENTLEMEN: Enclosed is $5.00 | 
for one full years membership in 
| the Auto Parts Discount Club. | 


| | 
| | 
address 
| zone....state........... | 


November 1953 
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“BEHIND THE SCENES 


IN 
SCIENTIFIC CAR TESTING" 
Motor Vehicle Research Project +167 


MOTOR VEHICLE RESEARCH, 
INC., world’s largest inde- 
dent aut tive testing 
has just released 
the second edition of this 
book by A. J. White. First 
edition sold out in 30 days 
This action packed book 
with over 300 pictures of tests 
and equipment is a ‘‘must’’ for an 
car owner. Many have claimed that this book 
is the most informative one ever written in 
automotive history. A complete course in 
automobile testing describing the methods 
and instruments used in the automotive en- 
gineering world. Charts show errors of speed- 
ometers and why tires grow and blow at 
high speeds. 
So clearly written that anyone can under- 
stand it, and some say, ‘‘Equal to a college 
course in automobile testing."’ 
NOTICE—MOTOR VEHICLE RESEARCH, INC. is a 
non-profit organization in automotive engineering. 


For car ow a sports car Only 

el $2.00 
most engineering libraries. postpaid 


MOTOR VEHICLE RESEARCH, INC. 
236 Huntington Ave., Boston 15, Mass. Dept. B-11 

ee copies of A. J. White’s out- 
“Behind the Scenes in Scientific 


to m 
standing book, 


Car Testing."’ $2.00 each. 
Name 


: MOTOR VEHICLE RESEARCH, Inc. 
236 Huntington Ave., Boston 15, Mass. 


If IS YOUR ASSURANCE 


that any product bearing this Motor 

Vehicle Research seal has Certified 

Tested for satisfactory performance in the 

laboratories of Motor Vehicle Research. 
Preliminary prospectus to in- 
terested ers 

request. 


MOTOR VEHICLE RESEARCH 
SOUTH LEE, NEW HAMPSHIRE 


PLL GIVE 
YOU THESE 


LOOK FOR THIS 


AS A BONUS 


And Pay You Well 
Besides If You Will 


Want extra mone hem rush 
of it day after day? Then rus 
our name and address at onc 
i Free Sample Outfit that oil 
start you taking orders from car 
owners everywhere for Key ex ry 
tailored Auto Seat Covers. EXCL 
SIVE NEW PATTERNS to fit every 
make and model car. No one can compete with you, in wide 
choice in quality—and in expert tailoring that makes cov- 
ers fit like uw pair of gloves—and when you quote prices 
that are only a fraction of what the customer expects to 
pay, brother! You make money hand over fist writing up 
the tast orders! Line includes nationally sel 
«ations like BLACK EBONY Saran, beautiful BAMB' BOO, 
brilliant FIESTA, colorful BULL FI IGHTER PLAIDS, 
plus many other exclusive patterns to choose from, all at 
unbelievably low prices. 


RUSH NAME FOR FREE OUTFIT 


Give MAKE, YEAR and MODEL ef YOUR CAR 
No experience needed. Make ali the extra money you need 
wasily just by showing! Every car owner a ‘‘hot"’ prospect. 
YEAK AROUND STEADY PROFITS. No investment to make. 
Actual seat covers given to producers as a bonus for OWN 
USE! Write for Free Selling Kit valued at $2.00 and actual 
samples TODAY! 


KEY PRODUCTS CORP. 
800 N. Clark St., Dept. 104311, Chicago 10, II! 
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Russian Car Industry 


(Continued from page 29) 


3.54 inch bore, a 4.64 inch stroke, and a 
6.85:1 compression ratio. Weight is 5610 
pounds, and fuel consumption is about 10 
mpg. 

Russia’s newest automobile, scheduled to 
go into mass production soon, is the pro- 
letarian-looking GAZ-69. Designed for use 
under the difficult road conditions of the 
U.S.S.R.’s rural areas, the GAZ has a canvas 
top and the ruggedness of a Jeep. 

Two models will be available. The standard 
four-door car carries five passengers; the 
two-door model will take either eight pas- 
sengers, or two passengers and a half-ton 
load. The GAZ has a four-cylinder, 55 bhp 
engine and uses a standard three-speed trans- 
mission. 

Plans are now under way to modernize 
three of Russia’s postwar cars—the Mosk- 
vich, Pobeda, and ZIS. New, more powerful 
engines will be installed in both the Mosk- 
vich and Pobeda. Horsepower will jump 
from 23 to 37 in the Moskvich, and a 65- 
70 bhp unit will replace the Pobeda’s 49 
bhp engine. Compression ratios in both en- 
gines will probably rise substantially. 

The Pobeda will get a new and lighter 
body. The Moskvich will be roomier and 
more attractive inside. Precise changes to be 
made in the ZIS have not been disclosed, 
but it will be more streamlined and will in- 


| corporate recent developments in automatic 


controls. 

Some recent Russian automotive develop- 
ments appear to be more retrogressive than 
progressive. For example, in an attempt to 
reduce consumption of liquid fuels, the Rus- 
sians are working on “economical electrically 
run cars for town use to replace those with 
internal combustion engines that poison the 
air with their exhaust fumes.” Work is also 
under way on new automobile engines using 
gas, wood chips, coal, and peat as fuel. 

With model changes coming only once in 
every seven or eight years, Russian cars are 
obsolete by U.S. standards. For some years 
after World War II, the gearshift on Soviet 
automobiles remained on the floor. Auto- 
matic transmissions, power steering, and even 
overdrive are still in the future as far as 
Russian cars are concerned. 

At least two late-model Russian cars are 


“Under ‘Miscellaneous Parts, put 
down 65 cents for nuts.” 


now operating in the United States. One is 
a 1952 Pobeda, owned by Stanley F. Slot- 
kin, a Los Angeles business man (“I Smug- 
gled a Car Out of Russia,” Motor TReNp, 
November 1952). The other is a ZIS, ac- 
quired in Korea by the late General Walton 
Walker. Shortly after its arrival in the 
US., the ZIS became the property of Trend, 
Inc., and appeared in the 1951 Motorama 


The Jeep-like GAZ-69 is Russia’s newest 


vehicle, is built for utility even more 
than the low-priced Soviet sedan models 


auto show in Los Angeles. After the show, 
it started a nationwide tour. 

This year, the Russians began offering 
their cars on the world market. More than 
100 Soviet automobiles arrived in Holland 
during July, and more are expected. Rus- 
sia is expected to make trade agreements 
with other non-Communist countries for 
marketing the Moskvich, Pobeda, ZIM, and 
possibly the ZIS. However, since even a few 
thousand exported cars would make a serious 
dent in Russia’s domestic supply, there is 
little prospect of a flood of Soviet cars on 
the world market. 

Possibilities that the new Russian regime 
will increase the supply of consumer goods 
have been widely discussed since the death 
of Stalin. But it is a safe prediction that au- 
tomobile travel will not become widespread 
in the Soviet Union for many years. The 
country would have to build a vast network 
of paved highways and an enormous number 
of garages and gas stations if motor travel 
in the US.S.R. were even to approach 
American proportions. Prior to World War 
II, Russian highways received little atten- 
tion; railroads and the extensive waterways 
carried the vast bulk of passenger and freight 
traffic. 

New paved roads are now being built, 
and there are a few four-lane highways. In 
1952 the Soviet press announced that the 
network of improved motor roads was 3.1 
times as great as in 1940. That looks like 
tremendous progress, especially when you 
consider wartime destruction, but huge per- 
centage gains are always possible when 
starting from an extremely small base. 

In the immediate pre-war years, the 
U.S.S.R., which covers one-sixth of the 
world’s land area, had 840,000 miles of 
roads. But only 2400 miles were asphalted, 
and 60,000 miles had gravel or cobblestones; 
natural dirt roads predominated then and 
still do. Like the Communist millennium, 
Russia’s automobile age remains far in the 
distance. 
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The Glove Compartment 


(Continued from page 6) 


Monza. The team of “Roaring Big Reds” 
is withdrawing from the Barcelona Grand 
Prix, the English Tourist Trophy, and 
Indianapolis, the one big race they were 
never able to win. Ferrari has announced 
that he will close the factory near Mo- 
dena and sell the team cars to private 
drivers. His official explanation: “‘Compe- 
tition no longer interests me. I am tired 
and must look to my health.” 


RIDING WITH A CAB DRIVER is al- 
ways an interesting experience. Other day 
rode with one who pointed to car ahead 
and said, “Look at that small car. Looks 
like a razor-edged box.” He was talking 
about a Triumph Mayflower. “Sure see a 
lot of those little jobs now. Wouldn’t 
have one, but would have a Jaguaree” (his 
pronunciation, not ours). When we drove 
up alongside and saw three people sitting 
abreast in front seat, he remarked sur- 
prisedly, “Gee, there is a lot of room at 
that,” He was even more surprised when 
he found himself standing at the signal 
while the Mayflower darted nimbly across 
the street.: 


SOME DRIVERS HAVE NO SENSE. 
What prompts this remark is seeing a 
Michigan driver of a Ford sedan storming 
out from a signal, going through gears 
with about one foot separating his front 
bumper from a Lincoln’s rear end. We had 
just pulled onto new John Lodge Express- 
way (Detroit ) and were doing speed limit 
of 55 when the cars went by, nose to tail, 
and disappeared into distance. There’s a 
traffic problem, but just as serious is the 
“driver problem.” 


TO CONTINUE our practice of keeping 
you informed on subjects published pre- 
viously in Motor TREND (see “Gas Tur- 
bines,” September issue), we have a re- 
port that gas turbine engines for cars have 
been the subject of officially secret experi- 
ments by the Ford Motor Co. for the past 
two years. Finally bringing the project 
into the open, Ford has asked the city 
council of Dearborn, Mich., to close a 
street that runs by some of Ford’s re- 
search buildings. One building, it is report- 
ed, will house gas turbine test facilities. 


EVERY TIME WE ASK our readers for 
their opinions on any of our features, we 
get plenty of response. Well, we’re asking 
you again to write us. What do you think 
of two of our features which we have 
brought over from Auto Sportsman 
(“Tips for Trips,” page 69, and “Ram- 
bling Rags,” page 82)? Auto Sportsman’s 


readers liked them; do you? As the Car 
Owners Magazine, we’re very proud that 
you keep us posted on what you enjoy or 
otherwise find helpful. That way we can 
continue to turn out the job that, accord- 
ing to your letters, you like best. 

—The Editors 
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SPRING BOOSTER 
Inflates with Air 


AIR LIFTS are Winners— 
where the going’s tough 
and stability really counts 


When stability on the curves and positive control are 
needed, AIR LIFT Pneumatic Spring Boosters are the 
answer. That’s why so many leading race drivers have 
equipped their cars with AIR LIFTS. 


With AIR LIFTS in your front coil springs you too 
will enjoy safe, easy steering on any road at any speed, 
You'll appreciate the way they protect your life, save your 
car and cushion the suspensions to eliminate costly repair. 
AIR LIFTS are economical, easy to install and guaranteed. 


PNEUMATIC 


See your dealer today or write to:, 


AIR LIFT COMPANY 


2330 W. MAIN ST. LANSING, MICHIGAN 


Same as a Tire 


TYPE WIRE WHEELS 
Newest addition to, | 


Arnolt 
Autocessories 


From Italy Arnolt brings you the 
world’s finest wire wheels—the 
famous Rudge-Whitworth type 
by Borrani. With their faster acceleration, 
easier steering, better braking and 
simpler (knock-off hub) servicing, Borrani Wire Wheels excel in 
performance as well as in smart continental styling. . 
Available for leading makes of cars including 
Aston-Martin, Buick, Cadillac, Ford, Ferrari, 
> Jaguar, Mercury and MG. Write for 
~ descriptive booklet and name 


of nearest dealer. 
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With every stroke the scientific 
design of Grant Piston Rings gives 
you “drag-free” lubrication for 
longer, more economical opera- 
tion. So to raise your engine’s 
efficiency and lower maintenance 
costs, choose the piston rings that 
work twice on every stroke. 


GRANT GOES ALL OUT 


for Grant piston ring users by initiating the 
Grant ‘Throw-Away” 
Piston Ring Compres- 
sor which insures 
positive sealing and 
alignment of your 
ring in the engine 
block. 
Your mechanic re- | 
ceives his Grant rings 
mounted on your 
pistons — completely 
serviced and ready 
for installation — 
Grant, as always, i 
leads the field, and 
has for the past twenty-five years. 


Write today for Grant's free cata- 
log—Literature and information on 
re-ringing. Learn how these scien- 
tifically designed piston rings elimi- 
nate drag, blow-by, drying out and 
scoring by constantly spraying back 
the excess oil through Grant Oil 
Rings. 


GRANT & GRANT 


241 No. Westmoreland Ave., Los Angeles 4, Calif. 
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i Venga a Mexico! — 


(Continued from page 37) 


There is a shortage of coins and small bills. 
Cash your bigger bills at gas stations and 
hotels. Five pesos is a big bill in a village 
market; 10 pesos is often too much even in 
a postoffice. 


The frontier. Getting into Mexico is sim- 
ple, as. these things go. You need a tourist 
permit ($3 from any Mexican consul, or at 
the border) and a car permit (free at the 
border). Both permits are good for 180 
days. And there is a new type of tourist 
permit for $5 that allows entering and leav- 
ing Mexico as many times as you wish with- 
in the 180-day period. 

Everybody in the car should have a birth 
certificate, or substantial proof of citizen- 
ship. Marriage certificates may be useful. 
Passports are good identification, but are not 
required. Be sure to have registration and 
title papers on the car. If it isn’t paid for, 
you will need a permit from the title hold- 
er to take it out of the country. No vac- 
cinations are required, except rabies shots 
for your dog. For your own protection, 
typhoid shots are sensible. To re-enter the 
United States, you must have a smallpox 
vaccination certificate. If you don’t have it, 
they’ll vaccinate you. Only documents re- 
quired: proof of citizenship. Ask on your 
way into Mexico the value of purchases that 
you can bring out without duty. At this 
writing, it’s $500 a person. 


Where to go. You don’t need to shy away 
from the standard tourist spots. You’ll find 
most of them remarkably unaffected, even 
indifferent, to the presence of gawking out- 
siders. Frankly, most of the Mexicans don’t 
give a hoot whether you go or stay. 

Probably Acapulco comes nearest to being 
an exception to the rule. It is the resort for 
Mexicans themselves, pilot model for all 
tropical paradises with hot and cold running 
water. Sailfish come the size of Cadillacs, 
and nearly everyone seems to be able to 
hook them. All the women are beautiful. 
The beaches, hotels, and nightclubs look 
like sets for an MGM musical. But behind 
it all (and not so far behind, either) is still 
a Mexican village. Prices are very high by 
Mexican standards at the swanky places, but 
still much less (dollarwise) than at U.S. 
resorts. Small hotels and boardinghouses are 
much cheaper. 

Early in 1954 there will be a four-lane 
toll road from Mexico City to Acapulco; 
but unless a lot has been done since this 
was written, there is a long bad stretch south 
of Iguala. At best it’s a full day’s drive, but 
flying time is only an hour. Cost—$19 round 
trip. 

Acapulco by car also takes in Cuernavaca 
and Taxco, two places you shouldn’t miss. 
But they make an easy one- or two-day trip 
by themselves. 

If you can manage Oaxaca, don’t miss it, 
but it’s a long day’s pull from Mexico City 
with no hotels available past Puebla. Again 
you might prefer to fly if you’re pushed for 
time, but the drive is at least half the trip. 

Now hear this! If you drive down from 


EI Paso, don’t be in a hurry to reach Mexico 
City. Only about 20 miles off the road is 
Guanajuato, once the greatest silver-produc- 
ing city in the world. Now half ghost town, 
it’s a hillside labyrinth of cobblestone alleys 
and overhead bridges, like an opera set. 

Another gem, still mostly overlooked by 
tourists, is San Miguel Allende. A number 
of North Americans, mostly painters, have 
homes there. Turn off at Celaya on a paved 
road for the Posada de San Francisco, one 
of the pleasantest hotels in Mexico. 

On maps you will notice a direct road 
from Guanajuato ‘0 San Miz’! passing 
through Dolores Hidalgo, where Mexican in- 
dependence was born. The road is mostly 
dirt, and narrow. Some people will tell you 
it is very dangerous. If you’ve done moun- 
tain driving in the States, you'll look in 
vain for the danger. This short cut won’t 


On the Saturday before Easter, celebrants 
explode effigies of Judas. Practically ev- 
ery holiday is an excuse for fireworks 


save you time: you'll eat dust in the dry 
season (winter) and the road may be washed 
out in the rainy season (summer). But the 
scenery is worth it. In a rundown village 
between Dolores and San Miguel is a won- 
derful and neglected church called Atotonil- 
co, to which Catholic pilgrims go thousands 
at a time. Fantastic murals cover every inch 
of the walls, and the 200 hole privy is one 
of the real (though unadvertised) wonders 
of the world. 

Another good idea is to turn south from 
the El Paso highway at Celaya (look for 
horse-drawn streetcars) on the road to Mo- 
relia. Morelia (capital of Michoacan and 
least spoiled of colonial cities) is convenient 
to Lake Patzcuaro, tropical Uruapan, and the 
new (but already dead) volcano of Paric- 
utin. Michoacan is handsome lake country. 

These side trips, along with others over 
paved roads, are about as far as I would sug- 
gest getting off the so-called beaten path. 
Most Mexican country roads are designed 
for burros, not Buicks. This doesn’t prevent 
your leaving the highway for short distances. 
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The little village just over the hill, or ruins 
towering against the horizon, may turn out 
more exciting than anything in the guide- 
books. 

Hint: Indians dressed up and headed for 
town, toting chickens or towing pigs, indi- 


cate market day ... maybe a fiesta. 


Information. Briefly and bluntly, there is 
about as little reliable information running 
around Mexico as there are penguins. Mexi- 
cans are extremely anxious to please. They 
will always tell you something. They accen- 
tuate the positive. The answer to a leading 
question is usually “Si, si, senor.” But it 
ain’t necessarily so. Just say the name of the 
place you want to go, ignore the resulting 
flow of words and watch the hands. A sort 
of circular motion with hand high, accom- 
panied by the words derecho, derecho or 
luego, luego, signifies straight ahead. But— 
derecha (day-ray-cha) ending in a, means 
go to the right. We got lost at least 20 
times before catching on to this nicety. 

On highway conditions and such, even 
official sources (auto clubs, gas stations, etc.) 
are broken reeds. 

Finally, don’t kid yourself. You’re going 
to get lost. No matter . . . some of the most 
interesting sights we’ve seen have been along 
the wrong road. 


The stomach problem. This is a touchy 
question. Though usually too polite to say 
so, Mexicans often get the impression we are 
a race of hypochondriacs. It’s true a lot of 
us over-emotionalize our insides. It’s true 
some of us demand in suspicious voices: 
“Is this water dirty?” or suggest something 
just as crude by our attitude. Unfortunately, 
it is also true that intestinal disorders are a 
major cause of illness among Mexicans 
themselves; that there is very little refrigera- 
tion or plumbing available to any but the 
well-to-do; and that there is no assurance 
any public water systems are safe. 

Above all, from the traveler’s standpoint, 
the Yankee stomach in Mexico is much 
inclined to do nip-ups unless it is pampered. 
Serious stuff like amoebic dysentery is un- 
likely if you use any sense at all, but there 
is a worldwide ailment Mexicans call the 
turistas or the Aztec two-step, which most 
foreigners have periodically until their in- 
sides get acclimated. It starts with a taste of 
sulfur, internal rumblings, and a shakiness 
in the knees. A severe bout may last two or 
three days, during which time you will be 
utterly. disenchanted with travel. 

Why the turistas? My unreliable curb- 
stone opinion is that the ailment frequently 
has nothing to do with bad food or water, 
and a lot to do with change of altitude, 
change of water (however pure) and over- 
exertion. Mexico City is over 7000 feet; 
you'll go to 10,000 in places. Don’t kid 
with this stuff. Move slowly, sleep a lot, 
eat lightly, lay off spiced foods no matter 
how much you “just love Mexican cook- 
ing.” Play it safe at first, with eggs, steaks, 
and chops. When in doubt, ask for filete 
(fee-lay-tay, a general term for steak). You 
may not recognize it as such (Mexican butch- 
ers cut meat with a hatchet, blindfolded) but 
it is usually edible. Don’t trust salads. Mexi- 
can coffee is ink black, or else served tepid 
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DON’T BE MISLED 
... all Mufflers 
are not alike! 


With Porters you own the 
finest quality Exhaust System 
Products because unlike 
ordinary mufflers, Porters 
are backed by nearly 25 
years of specialized muffler 
engineering and production 
experience. Remember— 
Porters are often imitated 
—but never equalled! 


PORTER MUFFLER. 
MANUFACTURING CO., INC. 


11820 W. Olympic Bivd., Los Angeles, 64. Calif. 


Look for this dae rowed 
It’s the si, your 
Porter Authorized ealer. 


SUPERCHARGER FOR FORDS, MERCURYS, CHEVROLETS! 


Here is the least expensive and most 
efficient method of increasing horse- 
power on the market today! 


Owners of ‘49-53 Fords, ‘49-51 Mer- 
curys and ‘49-53 Chevrolets are now 
receiving in excess of 30,000 miles of 
excellent service from this finest Super- 
charger in America. Easily installed 
with no special tools required, this 
Supercharger has the finest parts 
available including all steel gears. 60 
day guarantee. 


%& ACT TODAY—LIMITED QUANTITY 
SPECIAL OFFER! 


EXTRA CARBURETOR FURNISHED FREE! 4 DRIVE 10% Excise 
BELTS, LINKAGE, MANIFOLD AND GENERATOR $ tax incl. 
BRACKET, READY FOR IMMEDIATE INSTALLA- 
TION. “York required c.0.D. 


HI-POWER Inc., 11 PARK PLACE, NEW YORK 7, N.Y. 


Dealer Inquiries Invited 


HEADLIGHT 
GUARDS ‘6: 


Want to give your car that racy look of a real competi- 
tion job? No matter whether you own a sports car or a 
Ford, these heavily chrome-plated wire mesh guards will 
fit them all. They give prot b 
flying stones and are hinged to open whenever lenses 
need cleaning. Order yours today! 


Sorry, no C.0.D.'s 


DOBARD PRODUCT 


Box 5194, pept 
35, MICH. 
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A Thoughtful, Different Gift! 


RELIEVE LEG and 
BACKACHE... 


INSTALLED IN ANY 


CAR IN A MINUTE! 


Now .. . accel- 
erate with right 
or left foot... 
cut driving fa- 
tigue. Amazing 
LAZY-LEG de- 
signed for auto- 
matic or clutch 
shift cars... 
no alterations 
Adjust- 
able to proper 
angle with one 
set screw. 


EASILY DISENGAGED 


or $1 with Order 
Baience C.0.D. 
MONEY BACK GUARANTEE ! 
Order Direct From Manufacturer 


JANAK SALES 
P.O. Box 341, Columbus, Ohio 


$2 KozaK 
DRYwashes Your Car 
50 to 100 Times FREE! 


ay autos fast and easy. The original auto 
DRY Wash. 10,000,000 sold to auto fans “‘in 


the know’’! Hundreds of unsuccessful imitators 
for 26 vears! Use with equal success on Cadillac 
or priceless antique. Removes dirt, polishes, 


cleans, saves time, work, money. No water needed 
—safe, protects finish. Takes a few seconds, save 
entire cost on first use. And you must be aston- 
ished, delighted, tickled pink, or keep it and 
get your money back by return mail! 
We'll send big, soft, deep pile KozaKs, to you 
and/or fr is: (Give names, addresses.) 


Regular Kozak: 
1 for $2, 3 for $5, 5 for $8, 12 for $18 
Super: (last 4 times longer) 
“1 for $3, 2 for $5, 5 for $10 
(Beautiful Plaid Kit Bag and Gloves $1 extra) 
ORDER NOW from KozaK, 105 5. Lyon St., Batavia, N.Y. 


; KozoK, 105 Se. Lyon St., Batavia, N.Y. 
| 1 enclose $............. Please send 


Nome 

| Address 

| City & Zone State 

| Satisfaction guaranteed or money back | 


Seventy-four 


half-and-half, with boiled milk in a pitcher. 

Most of the above is assuming a run-of- 
the-mill restaurant. The best places (there 
are some beauties in Mex‘co City) are first- 
class by any standards and require no ground 
rules. If you want tortillas, you will prob- 
ably have to ask for them. 

On the main highways, you will gener- 
ally hit tourist restaurants that are more or 
less used to Americans. Breakfast runs about 
50 cents; dinner (eaten by Mexicans in mid- 
afternoon) around a dollar. Except in the 
border areas and Mexico City, most hotels 
run American plan (meals included with 
room). 

On day-long drives, have the hotel put up 
a lunch. Or you can buy cellophane-wrapped 
bread (’an bimbo) and make your own 
‘sandwiches. Mexican bread rolls are good, 
but try to get them fresh at a bakery. You 
can buy fruit in village markets, but stick 
to thick-skinned stuff like bananas and or- 
anges. 

Except in a few big places, there is no 
pasteurized milk. Boiled milk is always 
available. The newly developed canned sweet 
milk sounds like the answer for children, 
if they’ll drink it (mine won't). 

Purified bottled water is used in most 
places where you are likely to stop on the 
main roads. When in doubt, see where the 
waiter gets it. Acceptable substitutes are 
Tehuacén (mineral water, pronounced Tay- 
wah-kahn), excellent beer, and the inevita- 
ble colas. There is a Pepsi or Coke stand 
behind every cactus. 

Vacuum bottles should be standard equip- 
ment in your car. 

Tipping is indicated for almost any serv- 
ice you can think of. 


Clothes. Mexican climate depends on alti- 
tude. Allow for everything from topcoat to 
straw-hat weather. It almost never rains 
from about November through May. You 
can be about as informal as you wish. Men 
never need dress clothes, women only at the 
swankiest places. Tolerance about clothes 
does not extend to women’s slacks or shorts, 
except at the beach. Shorts, particularly, will 
label a woman as immoral. Catholic law 
forbids entry into a church by women “im- 
modestly” dressed, or with heads uncovered. 


Where to stay. If you lack experience and 
an acclimated stomach, better stick to hotels 
and motels catering to tourists. These are 
listed with government-fixed prices in the 
hand-out booklet called Esta Semana (This 
Week), printed in both Spanish and Eng- 
lish. Prices are in pesos. For quick transla- 
tion, remember a peso is a little less than 
12 cents. 

A great many hostelries—some of them 
otherwise pretty good—provide hot water 
only in the morning. Most rooms have pri- 
vate baths. 

There are the usual arrangements for 
making reservations. Best reason for booking 
ahead is the possibility of encountering a 
big local fiesta or a national holiday (par- 
ticularly Christmas week and Holy Week). 
On the other hand, it doesn’t give you a 
chance to shop around. Don’t hesitate to 
look at rooms offered and, if you prefer, go 
elsewhere. It’s the custom. 


Fuel. Nothing to worry about here. You'll 
find gas stations rather far apart, but close 
enough as long as you keep filled up. Lead- 
ed gas (about 80 octane) is called Super. 
Regular gas is Mexolina. It’s all Pemex, and 
it comes in liters. If you have a pet brand 
of oil, better tote some alonz. although vou 
can find most American brands in the larger 
places. “Fill ’er up” is Ueno (yay-no). 


Tires and spare parts. Just have good tires. 
The customs may object if you have more 
than one spare, and there’s no reason why 
you should have. Mexican tires are a bit 
more expensive, but good quality. Spare 
fanbelts are always wise, likewise a fuel 
pump replacement kit. You will find a rea- 
sonable number of small garages, with spe- 
cialized service for most standard cars, in 
cities along the main highways. There are 
European car specialists in Mexico City. 


Driving hints. Watch out for livestock. 
Only the new tollroads are fenced. Burros 
generally stay where they belong, but they 


Dressed and ready for his church blessing 
at the Fiesta of St. Anthony’s Day (Jan- 
uary 17) pup is cuddled by admiring owner 


wouldn’t move an inch for the Twentieth 
Century Limited. Don’t barrel along where 
you can’t see ahead. 

Curves are well marked with direction ar- 
rows, but obstructions are just hinted at by 
piling boulders in front of them. There are 
no red lanterns or flares even in cities, so 
take it easy at night. Repeat: Watch out for 
those rocks! 

Don’t make book on having the right of 
way. There is no such thing in Mexico. Re- 
lax and let the other guy go ahead. In Mexi- 
co City you may prefer to set around by 
taxi. It’s cheap and less nerve-racking, if you 
don’t watch the cabby’s driving. 


Insurance. Stateside car policies don’t cover 
you in Mexico. You have to insure with a 
Mexican company. Get day-by-day coverage 
at the border. It’s about double standard 
U.S. rates. If you are headquartering in 
Mexico City, pay for just enough days to 
get you there. Then you can see how much 
you plan to use your car. If you are going 
to stay in the country for a couple of months 
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or more, take out a regular policy. It costs 
about the same as in the States, and you can 
get a refund on the unused portion. 


Language. The guidebooks will tell you 
English is spoken everywhere you are likely 
to go. From my own experience, this is a 
bit optimistic, especially between El Paso 
and Mexico City. However, the problem 
doesn’t seem to have bothered any travelers 
I’ve questioned. 


Bandits. Anybody who expects a 100 per 
cent guarantee against the odd guy with the 
gun had better not travel anywhere in North 
America. I doubt that the risk is greater 
than in many parts of the States. The usual 
advice against picking up strangers or let- 
ting yourself be flagged down in remote 
places applies. You do have to beware of 
sneak thieves. Never leave your car unlocked 
or valuables visible inside. In most towns, 
some kid will offer to watch your car. Better 
let him. Twenty to 50 centavos is the usual 
price. More is too high. This type of “pro- 
tection” is sometimes of the Chicago variety, 
but you’d better pay. 


Trailers. Trailer travel in Mexico is very 
new. However, stateside trailerites I have 
talked to were having a wonderful time. 
They reported no unusual difficulties in get- 
ting about, even with trailers as long as 35 
feet. Of course they can’t go meandering 
over back roads. and I can think of plenty 
of towns (notably Taxco and Guanajuato) 
among whose corkscrew streets I wouldn’t 
want to get caught towing a house. 

Most driving in Mexico is in mountains 
and at high altitudes, so you need plenty of 
power and a good cooling system to pull a 
trailer. On the other hand, grades on all 
main Mexican highways are reasonable. No- 
body I’ve talked to complained of over- 
heating. Some had trouble making it be- 
tween gasoline stops and advised carrying an 
extra ten gallons, particularly on the Acapul- 
co toll road. 


Odds and ends. This is a wonderful place 
for a camera. You can get standard roll 
film almost everywhere. Larger cities have 
complete supplies. You'll see some buys in 
European cameras. Shadows at high altitudes 
are very black: Increase exposure and cut 
development. For color, a skylight filter will 
cut high-altitude bluishness. Kodachrome is 
now processed in Mexico City (two-day serv- 
ice). 

Electric current is alternating 50 cycle. 

Then there’s the intricate question of bar- 
gaining in markets. Most prices are asking 
prices. If you smile sweetly and stall a bit, 
they may come down. Some handmade things 
are so cheap anyway that you probably won’t 
have the heart to haggle. 

Nobody can really reduce a country (cer- 
tainly not Mexico) to the pages of a book, 
but one of the broadest and most readable 
attempts is Many Mexicos, by Leslie B. 
Simpson. And Frances Toor’s Mexican Folk- 
ways, listing fiestas, customs, etc. is worth 
the five bucks to carry along. She also has a 
good guidebook. The Pemex Travel Bureau, 
Avenida Juarez, Mexico, D.F., will send you 
pamphlets and a map. —Don Pope 
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MEN WHO KNOW THE VALUE OF GOOD BRAKES 


DEPEND ON CQP-SIL-LOY 


T.M. REG. U.S. PAT. OFF.-U.S. & FOREIGN PATS. PEND, 


The Amazing New 
Brake Conditioner 


Frank Mundy (left), Marshall Teague and Jack 
McGrath hold every 1952 AAA Stock Car record in 
the United States. Each uses COP-SIL-LOY on his 
personal car as well as on every race car he drives. 


% AT INDIANAPOLIS—29 out of 33 cars were treated with COP-SIL-LOY 


COP-SIL-LOY STOPS “FADE,” WATERPROOFS BRAKES, 
DOUBLES LINING LIFE AND REDUCES SQUEALS 


COP-SIL-LOY IS A pulverized metallic alloy, suspended 
in a fluid adhesive, which you brush on your brake linings. 


Enjoy a new driving thrill by treating your brakes with 
COP-SIL-LOY. At any speed —on any road —in any 
weather, you can trust your brakes to stop safely and 
smoothly, with less pedal pressure. 


COP-SIL-LOY IS GUARANTEED! Order 4 5 
s 


COP-SIL-LOY on a positive money-back 
guarantee and enjoy long-lasting, smoother, 
safer brake operation with no fading. Com- POSTPAID 
plete treatment and instructions for applying. Add Tax on Calif. Sales 


ABBOTT- KIPLE co. 11005-X Santa Menica Bivd., West Los Angeles 25, Calif. | 


CAR CRAFT ¢ CAR CRAFT ¢ CAR CRAFT © CAR CRAFT © CAR CRAFT © CAR CRAFT 
new name 


new hame 
for a new favorite! 


HONK! becomes 


—same sensational reporting of “the great- 
est” rods and custom cars—same beautiful 
photo coverage—new building, modifying 
and customizing articles—NEW TITLE: with 
the December issue. 


CAR CRAFT 


THE “Show-How” MAGAZINE 
ON SALE NOV. 6TH GARAGE GIMMICK tne 1944 own 


get real car know-how In CAR CRAFT, the show-how magazine 
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5,000 Extra Miles 
From Each Tire 
OR DON'T PAY A DIME! 


Try the Educated Nut 10 Days Free. Send No 


Money, Make No Deposit, Pay Postman Nothing! 
Odds are 100 to 1 your tires, brakes, bear- 
ings and steering assembly take a savage 


beating every mile you drive. 
Here’s what's wrong: 


the slotted front 
wheel nuts that came with your 
car are almost impossible to ad- 
just or readjust accurately be- 
cause they must be backed off 
from the correct setting until the 

f \ cotter pin drops in one of six 

slots. This causes as much as %” 
tread wobble, making steerin 
and braking harder and less accurate an 
actually murdering your tires. 

For 42 years, nobody in Detroit solved the 
roblem. Then a precision machinist named 
olizzi designed 

what he calls 

the “Educated 

Nut” with two 

parts that lock 

together with 

.001” accuracy. 

One trucking outfit saved $18,000 the first 

year with the Educated Nut. You can in- 

stall a set on your car in 15 minutes and 
et as much as 5,000 extra miles from each 
ront tire, plus saving as much as $181 in 
brake bearing and steering repairs. 

Send No Money! Make No Deposit! Pay Postman Nothing! 

Send us your name and address, make and year of your 

car or truck. We'll send you a set of “‘Educated Nuts’ to 

try for two weeks. If they do all we say, send us $2.98 

(for passenger car) after trying them. If they don’t do 

all we say, send them back and owe us nothing. Fair 

enough? Then write today, before you forget. 


MEHREN INDUSTRIES Rice 


Bivd., Los Angeles 35, Cal. 


“I Have Earned an Average of 


with Science's New Midget Miracle, 
the PRESTO Fire Extinguisher 


William F. Wydallis, Ohie 
jany Others ‘‘Cleaning Up’’ 
—-So Can YOU! 
Amazing new kind of fire extinguisher, 
iny “Presto"’ does job of bulky ex- 
tinguishers that cost 4 W. F. Wydallis 
times as much, are 8 times as heavy. Ends 
fire fast as 2 seconds. Guaranteed 20 years! 
Sells for only $3.98! Show it to civil defense 
workers, owners of homes, cars, boats, 
farms, ete., and to stores for re-sale—make 
good income. H. J. Kerr reports $20 day. 
C. Kama, $1,000 month. Write for FREE 
Sales Kit. No obligation. MERLITE IN- 
DUSTRIES, Inc., Dept. 14211, 201 E. 
16th St., New York 3, N.Y. IN CANADA: 
Science’s Mopa Co., Lid., 371 Dowd St., Montreal 1, 
New Midget ?. 0. (If you want a regular Presto to use 
Miracle— as a demonstrator send $2.50. Money back 
“PRESTO” if you wish.) 


LEOPARD and ZEBRA SEAT COVERS 
‘41-'53 Cars ~ 


Give your car that breathtaking 
custom look with these smartly 
tailored seat covers. A complete 
front and back set in Leopard Skin 
on only $33.95; in simulated 


—balance C.0. 
KLEINMAN‘S 
Dept. M-18 
4264 Woodward e Detroit 1, Mich. 
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SELL ’N’ SWAP 


wirements are: copy limit of 25 words (not 
including name and address), first come, first served; 
we reserve the right to edit where necessary; we 
are not responsible for y of descriptions, 
although we will reject any di ft 
This service is not open to commercial advertisers. 
No ads will be accepted if payment is not made in 
advance and such communications will not be ac- 
knowledged. Only one CAR may be listed in any 
single Sell ‘N’ Swop insertion. This limitation will 
not apply to parts, catalogs, etc. The charge is 
four dollars per insertion. 


SELL 


‘23 MODEL T TOURING, A-1 condition, please in- 
clude self-addressed stamped envelope, 10¢ for a 
photo. N. Miller, Mounted Rt., Bettendorf, lowa. 
CORD ORIGINAL PAINTINGS, 15x20 ins., 810 sedan 
side view, sedan interior view, $10 each, beau- 
ties in color, details, photos on request. E. McBride, 
554 E. Main St., El Cajon, Calif. 
‘31 CADILLAC roadster, body by Fleetwood, V-12 
engine with slight hopped-up modifications, needs 
some work, very sharp and quite rare, in New 
England. Corp. W. Donnell, US 51157543, Co. A, 
23rd Inf. Regt., APO 248, PM, San Francisco, Calif. 
‘32 ROLLS ROYCE P-Ii li i taken pti 
care throughout, $1700. Consider trade for clean 
late Franklin or Pierce coupe or ‘36-'38 Packard 
V-12 coupe. J. James, 601 39th Ave., No., Seattle 
2, Wash. 
‘36 AUBURN 852 sport conv., sidemounts, rumble- 
seat, completely overhauled, new wagon yellow 
paint, bumpers, headlights, handles rechro |, near 
perfect, real sharp, snaps 10¢, $800. R. Alldis, 115 
E. Main, El Cajon, Calif. 
‘29 JORDAN COUPE, runs perfectly, original finish, 
upholstery is good, rumbleseat, tires |, six wire 
wheels, sidemounts. L. Carlson, 204 Stanage Ave., 
Champaign, Ill. 
‘35 SUPER EIGHT PACKARD DIETRICH conv. sedan, 
excellent condition throughout, tan leather uphol- 
stery, radio, Sealed Beams, sidemounts and mirrors, 
5 or best offer. J. Kabala, 323 Delaware St., 


Monessen, Pa. 
’31 MODEL J DUESENBERG conv. roadster, Murphy 
y, mint and original, one of rarest, most beauti- 
ful and glamorous big league classics, photo, good 
offer takes. G. Salley, 1810 Golf Terrace Dr., Talla- 
hassee, Fla. 
‘31 FORD conv. coupe, hydraulic brakes, ‘40 Ford 
rear end, new tires and rebuilt engine, $250. R. 
Comstock, 202 Betsy Brown Rd., Port Chester, N.Y. 
‘27 CHRYSLER roadster, model 52, renewed and re- 
built, Michigan antique license, Class 17 VMCCA, 
also would like to correspond with owners of simi- 
lar models. B. Woodell, 1300 Gardner, Ann Arbor, 


Mich. 

‘29 PACKARD 8-cylinder 7-p 9 li 
one body, tires and interior, engine recently over- 
auled, priced right at $250, no photos. S. Benson, 
Will Grove Rd., Elmer, N.J. Elmer 87522. 

‘27 STUDEBAKER REGAL sedan, 19,000 original 
miles, perfect condition throughout, $200. R. Machus, 
1015 S. Carpenter, Iron Mountain, Mich. 

ONE 36x4 GOODYEAR CLINCHER tire, very old but 
never used on vehicle, $30. R. Machus, 1015 S. Car- 
penter, Iron Mountain, Mich. 

°37 CORD 812 conv. phaeton, Mercury engine, trans- 

mission and rear end. 4 just rebuilt, body in 
jood condition, $700 or best offer. R. Foster, 224 
Iisworth Ave., Anaheim, Calif. 

‘35 V-6 PACKARD, six good tires and wheels, have 
spent about $600 on it. Will sell for $350. Have two 

others, this is a sedan. G. Strickler, 415 N. 10th St., 


Boise, Idaho. 

ALFA ROMEO 2.3 liter ‘33 long chassis mechanically 
perfect, new upholstery, a wonderfully performing 
classic, valued well over . Inquiries, inspec- 
tion, offers accept: W. McMakin, Maple Rd., 
Greenlawn, L.I., N.Y. 

ALFA ROMEO 1750 cc ‘33 beautiful condition, me- 
chanically in racing shape with sleeved engine to 
1500 cc and 6 carburetors, new paint, tires, etc. W. 
McMakin, Maple Rd., Greenlawn, L.I., N.Y. 
COMPLETE ‘33 FRANKLIN SIX rebuilt with 228 GMC 
pistons, White truck valves and hydraulic lifters, 
$75. Also new Volkswagen engine, $175. C. Son- 
nermann, 36 Institute St., ing, Pa. 

CLASSIC CAR CATALOGS; Cadillac, Lincoln, Pack- 
ard, also foreign and orphan cars, also MoToR 
(N.Y.) annuals. Details for large, stamped, self- 
addressed envelope. A. Twohy, 400 N. Kenmore 
Ave., Los Angeles, Calif. 

‘39 PACKARD 12, series 1707, formal six-passenger 
town car, leather top, chauffeur driven, 53,000 
miles, six excellent 8.25x16, finish original and 
flawless, mechanically perfect, $975. J. Harrigan, 
6655 35 Mile Rd., Romeo, Mich. 

‘03 KNOX, porcupine air cooled, Tiller steering, Bail 
lights, lete and in i dition, has new 
top, $1250. E. Wiener, Monoxide Manor, Pacific 
Palisades, Calif. 

CORD PARTS; am di tling two pl 810 se- 
dans. What do you need? K. Binner, 805 N. Davis, 
West, Texas. 

‘37 CORD 812 Beverly sedan, completely rebuilt 
throughout, radio, heater, upholstery, new white- 
walls, $1350. K. Binner, 805 N. Davis, West, Texas. 
‘48 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL conv., new lacquer 
and whitewalls, fully equipped a | 
throughout, best offer over $2400. J. Ullom, 744 Erie 
Ave., Chillicothe, Ohio. 


THE FINEST TREATMENT A 

CONVERTIBLE TOP CAN GET 
@ BEAUTIFIES...SEVEN COLORS 
ERVES... DOUBLES TOP LIFE 


TERPROOFS .. . PROTECTS 
16 . GUARANTEED 


per 
RECOMMENDED .. . $2.50 art. 
& used by Glen Houser of the “Carson Top Shop’’ (see 
“Trend,” April "53, Pg. 49) and all better top shops and 
service departments throughout the country because it 
does what a top dressing should. Mildew and Mold Proof, 
Colors won’t fade. Easy to apply. Leaves Top Brightly 
New and Natural looking, without Painted or Shiny appear- 
ance. Not affected by raising or lowering of top. True 
fabric colors: Neutral, Black, Tan, White, Maroon, Green, 
Blue. Available at your dealer, or write: 


THE SEALEX CORPORATION 


los Angeles 21. Calif 


1545 Washington Blvd 


FIX YOUR OWN 


FORD 


Just published ... covering all 
models of Ford cars . . . So 
accurate mechanics use it .. . so 
simple a woman can understand it. 


Save money on your Ford. Prevent 
trouble. Increase trade-in value. Avoid 
major repairs by fixing minor troubles be- 
fore they get serious. Get sparkling per- 
formance. 304 pages, 350 photos, diagrams, 
tables, charts, breakdown drawings, plus 
clear non-technical directions make all re- 
= simple as ABC. Written by Ed 

acker with aid of Ford Motor Company. Shows how to diag- 


nose Ford troubles by feel, sound, sight, smell and per- 
formance. —_ 9 trouble shooting. Permanent and emer- 
gency repairs. Plus, ‘‘How to get value from garages.” 


MONEY BACK tone rr cosrs! 


Read it. If you don’t see that you’ll save more than the cost, 

send it back for refund. SEND NO MONEY. Send pos s 

Ask for the Ford Manual. Postman will deliver C.O.D. for 

$3.60 plus postage. Or, save postage by sending $3.50 with order. 
POPULAR MECHANICS PRESS 

200 E. Ontario, Dept. F-16-T, Chicago 11, Illinois 


CANADIANS 


CANADIAN DISTRIBUTORS OF 
OFFENHAUSER EQUIPMENT 
COMPLETE STOCK OF ALL 
OFFENHAUSER PARTS 
ORDER TODAY—WE SHIP ACROSS CANADA 


Du: SSCESSORIES 


Any Model, Tailor Made 


HEADLINERS 


(for Car Ceiling) 


Dept. MT-268, 2065 Hampton Bivd., St. Louis 10, Mo. 
Motor Trend 
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model of car. Send smali deposit 
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DLE AUTO TOP 
Not 


FROM COVER 
TO COVE 


Complete § 
nformation 


HOW TO FIX 
ALL 


COMPLETE AUTO LIBRARY IN ONE EASY-TO-USE VOLUME. 
Every make car covered! 25 Years Official Factory 
Mechanical and Tune-up Specifications. Over 850 pages— 
Over 3,000 illustrations with Special Emphasis on Basic 
Fundamentals. (How parts are constructed, how they work.) 


MONEY SAVING FIXING SHORTCUTS 

By detailed drawings and photographs plus simple-to- 
follow instructions, you learn how to quickly locate 
troubles, how to fix them easier, better than ever before. 
Revolutionary time saving, trouble 
shooting facts. Also, includes tractors, 


trucks, motorcycles, gas, diesel en- 
gines. Postpaid anywhere........ $7.95 
GOODHART-WILLCOX CO., INC. 


1321 S. MICHIGAN AVE.,, DEPT. 208 
CHICAGO 5, ILLINOIS 


Goodheart-Willcox Co., inc., Dept. 208 
1321 S. Michigan Ave., Chicago 5, Ill. 
Rush AUTOMOTIVE ENCYCLOPEDIA on 7-day trial. 
If not satisfied | will return for full refund. 

$7.95 cash enclosed, shipped ppd. 
OD (USA) plus postal chges. 


AUTO-SHOCKO 
Have some REAL FUN with your 
car. With AUTO-SHOCKO you 
can give anyone who touches 
the outside surface of your car 
a HARMLESS, but VERY EFFEC- 
TIVE shock. When the AUTO- 
SHOCKO switch is on, the en- 
tire outer surface of the car becomes charged. You can 
also charge your buddy’s car by touching your bumper 
to his. Then he won’t be able to get into his car until 
you turn off your switch. Can also be left on while car 
is parked to keep vandals from scratching or damagin 
your car. Will not run down your battery. AUTO-SHOCK 
is probably the best FUN MAKER you will ever own. 
Available for 6 or 12 volt systems (please specify). Easity 
installed in a few minutes. Sent complete w.th AUTO- 
SHOCKO unit, wire, switch, etc. Price $9.95 postpaid, or 
if C.0.D. plus posta e-—$1.00 deposit required on C.0.D 
orders. Dealer Inquiries Invited 

MORBARCO MANUFACTURING CO. 

Dept. M-16, 192 Arlington St., Lawrence, Mass. 


Every Car Needs — New 


Eliminate 80% 
engine noise in 
your car—new or old 
Miracle Fiberglas* hood lin- 
ing absorbs vibration and other 
noise. Insulates. Is Fireproof. 
Order Now! Only $5.75 ppd. 
Give make of car, model, 
year. Car Hush comes ready 
for installation. Complete instruc- 
tions. Returnable after inspection. 
Send check or money order. No C.O.D.s 
please. Write P-J Industries *T.M. Reg. 
315 N. 8th St., Milwaukee 3, Wis. 


yOu tl LIKE YOuR CAR BETTER 
Caz HUSH 


POWER PRODUCTS 
FOR ALL 


Send 25¢ 


AUTOMOBILES 
ffenhauser 


5054 ALHAMBRA AVENUE 


DEPT. T2 - LOS ANGELES 32, CALIF 


November 1953 


(Shipped 
J 


‘29 CHEVROLET sport roadster, actual mileage 
25,000, new top and cover, body and fenders rust 
free, solid, good paint, excellent running condition, 
— state inspected. C. Smith, RD #1, Covington, 


en MODEL T roadster, excellent condition through- 
out, low mileage, drive anywhere. D. Shrader, 
Grundy, Va. 

‘32 BUICK five-passenger sedan, sidemounts, excel- 
lent condition throughout, original dark green finish, 
upholstery like new, very good tires, owners man- 
val, drive anywhere. D. Shrader, Grundy, Va. 

‘48 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL hardtop, dark green, 
this car is in excellent condition throughout. J. Cos- 
grove, 1429 Union, Reading, Pa. 

‘24 OVERLAND roadster, -four- cylinder, thoroughly 
reconditioned, licensed and running, less than 6000 
mises, information and photograph upon request. 
H. Mehrling, 98 E. Pacemont Rd., Columbus 2, Ohio. 
‘37 CADILLAC phaeton conv., new top and tires, 
ergine recently had $400 repair bill, excellent con- 
dition, photo on request, beautiful car, $800. R 
Ross, Box 528, Elm Creek, Nebr. 

‘29 CHEVROLET four-door sedan, original and near 
perfect, original paint, perfect upholstery, no body 
or fender damage, real sharp, drive anywhere, 
a Hougham, 1109 N. McLean St., Blooming- 
ton, 

‘18 STUTZ, series G Bulldog four-passenger tour- 
ing, new tires, tubes, sport top, baked enamel 
Stutz red, black ve finest car of its type any- 
where, Kay, Box 66, Sunnyvale, Calif. 
‘7 CORD Beverly black paint, original 
chassis, engine in fine condition, four new Royal 
Master tires, new maroon upholstery, best offer 
H. Carter, 895 Belmont St., Manches- 


SIMCA sports conv. Ford 60 engine, full modi- 
fied, Stud rear axle, all work- 
manship excellent, ideal 


car for city or highwoy. L. Schol . Sith S., 
Jacksonville, Fla. Phone 69862. 
‘42 PACKARD Super 160 sedan, radio, heater, 


auto-clutch, overdrive, sidemounts, good tires, in 
daily use, traditional quality and performance, 
5 4 J. Vanciel, 3640 San Ysidro Way, Sacramento, 
‘alif. 


IMPORTANT NOTICE 
Next month we are initiating a new program 
in this department: With your ad, we'll publish 
selected photographs of cars you want to sell 
or swap. There’s no cost to you, but we'll 
have to decide which photos to use. Sorry, no 
photos can be returned.—Editor 


‘33 PACKARD Super Eight conv. coupe, new black 
lacquer, six cream wire spoke wheels, engine re- 
cently overhauled, almost new top, 95% restored, 
$950. P. Martin, 309 N. West St., Tipton, Ind. 
STUDEBAKER ENGINE, brand new, ideal for MG, 
Siata, © oads.e- conversion. R. Cole, 38 Aldred 
Ave., Rockville Centre, N.Y. 

CHRYSLER V-8 Edmunds dual manifold complete 
with linkages, air cleaners and one stock carb., 
price compleie $95. B. Lindsay, Cuero, Texas. 

‘16 SAXON four-cylinder roadster, five new tires, 
new wiring, electric lights and starter, needs top 
covered and upholstery, $495 or best offer. T. 
Thoburn, Jr., 2729 Ashley Rd., Shaker Heights 22, 


Ohio. 
‘40 DARRIN PACKARD 180 four-door conv. sedan, 
one in existence, new laq. top, well cared for, pic 


on page 54 Sept. MT, $1880 or best offer. Lt. Col. 
A. Tisdeile, Orange Park, Fla. 

LINCOLN CONTINENTAL conv., 39,000 miles, car 
maroon with week old white plastic top, new cus- 
tom naugahyde upholstery burnished ivory color, 
spoken wheel discs, $2550. B. Abeel, 25 Pacific 
Coast Hwy., Hermosa Beach, Calif. FR "43436 

‘51 FERRAR! America 4100 cc Vignaie ee place 
coupe, black and green, green leather upholstery, 
engine recently overhauled at Modena, 250 hp, 
phenomenal performance, new gearbox, $7500. V. 
Corradini, 144 Wyoming Ave., Maplewood, N.J. 
‘38 MAYBACH ZEPPELIN five-place sedan, 8-liter 
engine, 8 speeds forward, this automobile in new 
condition, only 15, miles since new, cost $30,000, 
sell for $3850. V. Corradini, 144 Wyoming Ave., 
Maplewood, N.J. 

‘38 MERCEDES BENZ 540-K close coupled coupe, 
engine overhauled at factory, body and paint as 
new, only 1500 miles since overhaul, $3850. V. 
Corradini, 144 Wyoming Ave., Maplewood, N.J. 
‘51 TALBOT LAGO grand sport 190 hp 41/2-liter 
Wilson gearbox, new chrome wire wheels and 
white tires, streamlined two-thrée place coupe by 
Figoni and a cost $15,000, sell for $6500. 
V. Corradini, 144 Wyoming Ave., ‘Maplewood, N.J. 
‘29 ERSKINE, mint condition, four- door, runs per- 


fe Servicing your car for top per- 
formance requires tools that are right for 
the job, and Snap-on tools are the stand- 
out choice of America’s top mechanics. 
Snap-on offers the most complete line of 
standard wrenches and special automotive 
service tools, also a wide selection of 
wrenches in Whitworth and Metric sizes 
for servicing foreign cars. Available only 
from Snap-on branches and Snap-on Men 
or direct from factory. Write today for 
free Metric-Whitworth folder and stand- 
ard tool catalog. 


SNAP-ON TOOLS CORPORATION 
8023-K 28th Ave., K 
*Snap-on is the trademark of Snap-on Ae Corporation. 


The Finest Speed Equipment and 
Accessories For All Models © 


manifolds See 
2” oler | 


STANDARD AUTOMOTIVE MANUFACTURING CO. 


3401 E. Pico Blvd., Los Angeles.23, Calif. 


PISTONS 


Custom made Aluminum Alloy, Strokers—Racing—Sports— 
Antiques. MG’s to .100” 0.S., Austins A-40. All pistons 
fully guaranteed. 32 years experience. 

Write TODAY for FREE FOLDER. 


TSUNGANI PISTON COMPANY 


623-25 E. 11th Street @ Tacoma Washinaton 


fect, heater, tires, upholstery, no 
dents, no broken glass. Raubach, 
Nebr. 

‘37 AUBURN supercharged 8-cylinder conv. coupe, 
new upholstery, paint, Diesel babbit in bearings, 
has overdrive, can driven any place, $700 cash. 
eed 419012 Yosemite Way, Eagle Rock, 
calif. 

‘34 AUBURN Eight conv. sedan, new engine, dual 
carburetors and headers, new lacquer paint, good 
top, overdrive, can be driven anyplace, $400 cash. 
4190/2 Yosemite Way, Eagle Rock, 
‘alif. 


PMEWN 


RACING QU 


Increase Power and Mileage with High Performance 
Heods and Duc! Monifolds... STUDEBAKER - FORD 

CHEVROLET - MERCURY 
Send for COMPLETE CATALOG only 25¢ 


2733 SAN FERNANDO RD. LOS ANGELES 65, CALIF 


Seventy-seven 
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DRIVING 
LIGHTS 


BRILLIANT BEAMS PENETRATE RAIN, 
FOG, SNOW WITH NO BOUNCE-BACK! 


Now, better all-weather vision 
with these beautiful chrome-plat- 
4 ed lights. Available for 6 volt 
ignitions (20,000 candlepower) 
or 12 volt (30,000 candlepower). 
Easy operation by floorboard 
footswitch. Installation is simple 
and all kits come complete with 


mounting brackets, relay and 
foot-switch. 

Complete kit $ } 5 pr 

6 or 12 volt * 


plus tax 


. Please specify make of car and 
voltage setup. Money back guar- 
antee. 25% deposit on all C.O.D. 


HUBER & KRAFT DISTRIBUTING 


445 Midvale Ave., Los Angeles 24, Calif. 
Phone ARizona 7-4383 


2 OR 4 WHEEL DRIVE 
FOR JEEPS IN SECONDS 


Amazing New WARN 
LOCKING HUB 


gives your 4-wheel drive Willys 2- 
wheel pep, power, speed, extra 
mileage, car performance 
—as well as 4-wheel power and 
traction! Change from 2-wheel to 4- 
wheel or back in seconds by turn- 
ing control on hubs. Warn hubs reduce wear on front 
. axle assembly and front tires, eliminate shimmy, in- 
crease mileage up to 6 M.P.G. Unconditional Money 
Back o— $65.00 pr. prepaid. ALSO AVAILABLE: 
Warn Standard Hub for Willys $20.00 pr., Dodge $23.00 
pr. and Warn ye Hub for Willys $120.00 opr. 
At or direc 
WARN MFG. CO., Riverton Box 6064-T, Seattle 88, Wash. 


at home in 


A Correspondence institution Dept. Chicago 


For engine. Custom-made aluminum or mog- 
highway or speedway use. All sizes. 
Strokers & High-Compression. See your deoler. 
Send for FREE "Piston Power” book 

9714 Garvey Av., Ei Monte M11, Cal. 


— CLASSIC CAR— 


sales catalogs, Packard, Lincoln, Cadillac, 
Pierce Arrow, Chrysler, Orphan and Foreign 
cars, etc. Minimum $5.00; also MOTOR (N.Y.) 
Annual. Guta for large stamped addressed 


env 
TWOHY 
400 N. Kenmore Ave. 


Los Angeles 4 


Seventy-eight 


SELL (continued) 


‘39 MERCEDES BENZ 540-K 
five-speed transmission, supercharged, pote 
axle, immaculate condition, mileage, 36,000, col- 
lector’s of practical everyday vsage. 
R. Jon 8925 E. Jefferson, Detroit 14, Michigan. 
‘48 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL conv., like new, black, 
red | er upholstery, new carpet somes ee 
radio, heater, ‘50 Ford conversion, $2350 ca 

ng D. Womack, 1029 Battlefield Dr., 


Ten 
‘52 "PORSCHE Super conv., radio, heater, defroster, 
many other extras, never raced or — 7006 
miles, purchased in Jan. ‘53, am terested 
Mark VII C. Myers, "2053rd ASU 
R/C, Trans. Sec., Meade, Md. 

'38 $S-100 TAGUAR liter, will sell for $900, 
it ics 50¢. W. Kennedy, 139 Lake St., 
ingle 

‘48 TINCOLN ‘CONTINENTAL, ‘52 Cadillac engine, 
restored, customized, new paint, carpets, etc. Pic 
in Sept. MT, , sell $4500 
_or best offer. Metzenbaum, 1308 Prospect Ave., 
Cleveland 15, Ohie 

RARE ‘46 LINCOLN’ CONTINENTAL conv.; holdover 
‘40 body style, leather upholstery, no top, FM 
radio, excellent V-12, extremely 
. Hamef, 10301 Keswick, Los Angeles 


64, 

130 rei ADMIRAL custom two-door conv., be- 
lieved to only one in country, very 
rubber, paint chipped, 
best over $800. A. Lawrence, 35 Jonesdale Ave., 
Metuchen, N 

‘29 AUBURN. “20 b iled new uphol- 
stery, rings, pins pics wanted, $1195. 
E. Oliver, Box 307, Ave., Gahanna, 


Ohio. 

NEW FORD T rear fenders, ‘17-'26 models, $6. New 
‘14 right front fenders, $25. New rear spring, $8. 
Used clincher rims, $1 FOB. F. Gibbs, 88 Pease 
Ave., Verona, N.J. 

'39 LINCOLN V-12 custom limousine Model K, 
aluminum block, heads, body, mechanically fair, 
upholstery, body sound, easily restorable, six 

six- Ply tires, $ Ww. Stamper, Box 402, Poca- 


Idaho. 
PIERCE ARROW v- 12 town car, 14,000 true 
miles, pic on $850. R. 
te, 1009 Woshinntos E. Weymouth, Mass. 
‘ORD 812 Westchester sedan, interior showroom 
condition maroon and cream, exterior black, never 
, mechanically excellent in daily use, $1200 
ash. F. Kremser, Ranger Sta., Waldport, Ore. 
"34 J DUESENBERG black Rollston four-door conv., 
never wrecked or rolled, supercharger can be ob- 
tained, bottom. H s, Alsea 
Lodge, Alsea, Ore. Idport 27. 
‘51 STUDEBAKER COMMANDER V-8 conv., com- 
pletely —- strictly stock, low mileage, mint 
ti drive, new and 
leather pte Sen $1450. J. O: |, 508 Third 
Ave., Mendota, Ill. 
‘32 AUBURN Eight phaeton, two-speed rear end, 
knock off wheels, runs good, —., extra car 
for spare parts, best offer near $250. W. Stocker, 
330 Central Ave., Fillmore, Calif. 
‘50 JAGUAR XK-120, never raced, bought and used 


by old ly to go to market, $2500 cash, 
1. Frost, Rt} Rt. 1, ket, $25 Miss. 
WANTED 


ALFA ROMEO 2500 cc engine in Good aati 
with or without transmission, reasonably priced. A 
Dapena, 40 Lapsley Rd., Merion Station, Pa. 

‘31 CHRYSLER IMPERIAL LeBaron Phaeton or tour- 
ing, must be in good ¢ a , 1141 
la ‘e Park Dr., Birmingham, Mich 

BODY PARTS for a ‘38-'39 Cadillac V-16. Need ‘39 
V-16 grille and running board ends. Can use grille 
from ‘37-75 or V-16, ‘38-75 or V-16. Name your 
a. D. Cole, 600 East Long St., Columbus 15, 


io. 
DATA, INFORMATION, ADS, etc. for two-cylinder 
Tourist ‘05-06. Radiator ornament and spare tire 
cover for ‘33 Hupmobile. Have complete L-29 Cord 
dash for sale. R. Strojcek, 918 E. 90th St., Los 
Angeles 2, Calif. 
‘07 PIERCE ARROW touri 
that vintage or parts to ‘ 
elstrom, 543 Blair Bivd., Eugene, Ore. 
KISSEL, WHITE EAGLE series 126, any body style, 
any condition, also need parts + same model 
car, pa and description please, W. Johnson, 738 
W. B St., Ontario, Calif. 
ANTIQUE BRASS RADIATOR T, Maxwell or what 
have you. Must be . 1 -- condition, send pics, 
prices, and details. leiser, 1105 Monroe St., 
Mendota, Ill. 


PARTS FOR ‘31 V-16 Cadillac; spark plug cover, fits 
between banks, 1 hub cap with V-16 emblem, ! 
19-in. wire wheel 8 | 2054 high, 41/2 across base. 
W. Wickstrom, Box #1, Boron, Calif. 

PARTS FOR ‘31 V-16 Cadillac; L throttle lever, 
around horn button, 2 rt 75 r front doors, 
taillight with license brack 7.00x19 tires. W. 
Wickstrom, Box #1, Boron, Calif. 

PICTURES OF CARS between years ‘30 and ‘42. 
Send list with prices, would appreciate description 
of photos, indicate whether nt, rear, or 
Bavhof, 3279 Warrington Rd., Shaker 
Heights 20, |, Ohio. 


cor or any old car of 
7-08 Pierce Arrow. 


Make your FORD or MERCURY wide 
: in the rear like the LINCOLN. 


EQUA-TRAX 
Rear Wheel Spacing Kits” 


“means that every mile’ you drive will be 
sensational pleasure, together with pride of 
ownership. Because like a child’s tricycle, the 
farther apart the rear wheels, the mote road- 
hugging safety and comfort combined with corner 
and curve haere. same as gw LINCOLN. 


& Mercury 
Lincoln Ford Mercury EQUA-TRAX 
58.5” 58” 
58.5” 

It requires only ty hour ol to modify your 
FORD or MERCURY rear track to be 58 inches 
wide, using the EQUA-TRAX Assembly, complete 
with precision-made and balanced spacer adapt- 
ers, special Stress-Proof steel bolts and simple, 
easy-to-follow instructions, everything you need 

furnished teed. 


Send $29.60 , We pay shipping 
Or $7.50 with order, balance C. 0 


WM. L. HILL ORGANIZATION 
Post Office Box 4851, Detroit 19, Michigan 


DOUBLE THE LIFE of your 
CONVERTIBLE TOP 


Tough, clear vinyl plastic cover protects top from winter 
ice, summer sun, dust, salt air, harmful chemicals. ‘‘Topper”” 
keeps you snug and water-tight. Pays for itself in longer to; 
life. Quick an fits perfectly any to $8 
model. Won't ip, or discolor. Reinforced at 
stress points, seams electronically welded. $17.95, pos’ 8b. 
with check or money order. Postage extra on C. 
orders. Order today for self or gift. Specify make, year, and 


model. Satisfaction guaranteed or money back. 

Mammoth Sales Co. Postpaid "$17.95 
P.O. Box 52, Evanston Br. TCincinnati 7, Ohio 
IMPORTED 

BRITISH ORDNANCE 

Hunting KNIFE! 


hunters in_ Africa, 


knife of finest Sheffield steel 
ith balan ur 
n 
i ‘or also for 
iy big saltwater fish, muskies, 


Sorry no C.O. 
or F.P. airmail add gee Der | jknite: 
Dealers inquire. Calif add 
3% state tax. 


FIREARMS CO. 
Sports Bidg. 972 Colorado 


SEND ‘<. GIANT AUTOMOTIVE CATALOG 


& Save to 50% on All Parts & Accessories 
1953 EDITION JUST OUT 


J. C. WHITNEY & CO., 1917-TP Archer, Chicago 16 
Motor Trend 
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| 
ve Accountants and C | | heard what a wonderful hunt- ‘ 
a of ds of firms need them - i knife this special British 
3 fer C. A's examinations ordn ance design pmakes. We j 
maining supply’ known to exist 
sige in the world. This is the actual 
PISTONS 
| 
Peal 
Over 50,000 items: Hollywood Accessories, Hi- 
5 Speed Equipment, Rebuilt Engines, Everything for 
ad Les ae oll cars & trucks, We have that Hard-To-Get port. 
| WHITEY a Jom packed with bargains. Completely illustrated 
(134 pages). Send 25¢ (Refundable) 


FE 


DUR WINDSHIELD 


po Your Car the New Expensive Look 


a 


A = —= SPRAY ‘ON FAST 
Tr AND EASY 

“= Amazing new invention! 
Send No ‘onext Now you can give your car that 
dress. Pay postman | $80-look of the smart new tinted 
only $2.50, plus usual | windshields you seeon new autos 
C.0.D. charges. ..or . at a tiny cost! Just spray on Tint- 
send $2.50 with order | Shield. Eliminates blinding sun and 


and we pay postage for | headlight glare. Washable, will not 
you. Satisfaction 4 peel. . .stays on smooth and clear for 
anteed or money years . . . Rush your order today. 


FOR SALE 


CUNNINGHAM SPORTS CAR—DELIVERED 1952 
ONE OF AMERICA’S FASTEST SPORTS CARS 
310 H.P. PLUS 


Le Mans Differentiai—De Dion Rear End—Carson 
Top. Original cost and extras, over $17,000 
$4,750 


WESTERN GROWERS & CANNING COMPANY 
8760 HOLLOWAY DRIVE, LOS ANGELES 46, CALIF. 


Here now tor 1954 


“Home Is Where You You Take It’ with America’s 
leading all-steel insulated mobile home, the 


new HOWARD for 1954! Time-tested from 
Alaska to Florida, now better by far—for you 
and your car! For details write HOWARD 
a Box 2188—Dept. 33, Saginaw, Michigan. 


MANSION 


MALLORY IGNITION 
Expert technical service—20 years experi- 
ence assures satisfaction — parts for any 
model — Domestic and Export sales han- 
died promptly—write or wire. 


Bethlehem Equipment Corp., Ltd. 


Warehouse—109 West 64th St., New York 23 
HOOD.-LINERS 


Fireproof Fiberglass absorbs motor noise and 
heat. Protects paint and wax on hood. Large 
universal size. Instructions. 


IVES AUTO PRODUCTS omy $74.95 


1512 Marcia, San Jose, Calif. 


STANLEY STEAMER ‘16 or older, will pay up to 
Franklin St., Om 
STUTZ SUPER BEARCAT short wheelbase, 
roadster general description, pic- 
ture, cash. J. wnson, Box 357, Blytheville, Ark. 
AUTOMOBILE SALES CATALOGS and folders, to 
buy or trade, any years, the older the better, list 
items and prices or what you want in trade. A. 
Simeone, 2037 E. Allegheny Ave., Philadelphia 34, 
Penna. 
L-29 CORD conv. 
state price, pic if possible, 
tion. H. Bryan, 2600 S. Main St., Findlay, Ohio. 
MOON ROADSTER early twenties vintage, ‘23 
model preferred, give details of price and condi- 
tion, no junk, reward for information leading to 
purchase. H. Bryan, 2600 S. Main St., Findlay, Ohio. 
JORDAN PLAYBOY roadster, early twenties vin- 
tage, no junk, give details and price. Reward for 
information leading to purchase. H. Bryan, 2600 
S. Main St., Findlay, Ohio. 
STEAM AUTOMOBILE, prefer Stanley, Doble or 
in working or condition, mail 
og lete particulars, aon etc. B. Acker, 320 Park 
t. $0., St. Petersburg, 
AUBURN supercharged, must be 


coupe, fair condition or better, 
ive details of condi- 


stock and c send ~~ 
photo, all letters gnaw red. C. Mueller, 4306 W 
8t Cincinnati 


h St., 
FINISHED STREET ROADSTER, the type featured in 
HRM, will pay cash for the right car, state price, 
body style, and all information in first letter. W. 
Van Sciven, 6322 Grant Ave., Merchantville 8, N.J. 
FOR ‘27-'28 STUTZ: six 20-in. wire wheels, com- 
plete with hubs and brake drums, complete wind- 
shield frame, nickel radiator shell, Ryan headiights, 
good « iti Metzgar, dria, Penna. 


only. J. 
SELL OR SWAP 


‘47 DAIMLER 21/2-liter, 34,000 miles, excellent con- 
dition, best offer over $650. Swap for Ford conv., 
answer all inquiries. G. Oates, 1590 Fairway St., 
Beaumont, Texas. 
‘37 CORD conv. five-paossenger coupe, new Hall 
padded top, rebuilt ‘42 Mercury engine, car needs 
more work, tow away, $70) or swap for?. V. La 
Fontaine, = Dr., Lafayette, Calif. 
K-2 ALLA dst dified Cadillac en- 
gine, ee gecrs, * 9009 miles, turquoise, will 
Cog or swap for conventional car. P. Macurdy, 1311 
Pikes Peak, Colorado Springs, Colo. 
LINCOLN CONTINENTAL hardtop, perfect orig- 
inal condition, 3000 miles since overhaul, $2250. 
Accept swap any model, American or foreian, write 
for free pics and information. H. McSweany, 2216 
Osage S:., Mobile, Ala. Phone 67733. 
‘21 BUICK touring, restored, fine condition, the top 
being only item not replaced, forced to sel!, worth 
$1000, asking $650. W. Solomon, La Vale, Md. 
SEVERAL NEW ‘52 Olds Quadri-Jet carbure‘ors, $25 
or swap one for ‘49 Olds solid valve lifters or 
Ford dual manifold, 8:1 head. E. Schuster, 110 N. 
Dallas St., Tulia, Texas. 
MODIFIED FRAME, ‘52 Henry J Six for Glasspar 
body, complete front end, rear springs, body and 
engine mounts, $225 or V-8 60 complete 34 street 
engine. J. Jenkins, 7900 2nd Ave., Dallas 17, Texas. 
L-31 CORD conv., rumb'e-eat, sidemounted spare 
wheels, near perfect condition, will sell or swap for 
late mode! car, photo furnished on request. R. 
Kissick, 426 Flemingsburg Rd., Morehead, Ky 
‘37 CORD Beverly sedan, model 812, overhauled 


YOU CAN GET 
POWER PLUS 


Now, with the famous new 
Hollywood Fibrepac 
Muffler. Expertly made of 
the finest steel and 
designed to give 

greater horsepower 


to any car. 
FIBREPAC MUFFLER 


FOR ANY CAR... 295 


F.O.B. Glendale, 25% deposit required 


SINGLE HOLLYWOOD 


ER and DUA 


Available for 
Ford 36-53, Mere 39-53, Lincoln, 
Olds, DeSoto, Dodge V-8s. 


WRITE TODAY FOR FREE 
INFORMATION 


Dealer inquiries invited. Write on letterhead. 


SON-RAY MUFFLER SHOP 


1328 West Gl ks, Glendale, Calif. 
Phone Cltrus 2-9864 


y 
of stock car and hot rod builders 
the welder of 1001 uses. Easily ae 
ated from properly wired 110 volt AC 
or DC line, The ideal gift with a life- 


engine, transmission and brakes, extra tr 
ports, all standard throvohout, $815, oho'os avail- 
able. B. Allen, 368 Third St., San Bernardino, Calif. 
‘41 CADILLAC conv. in excellent condition with 
% engine, $1000. Want ‘36 or ‘37 Cord conv., body 
in restorable or towable condition. H. Kallio, 131 
Ann Ave., Jacksonville 5, Fla. 

OLDS 88 engine, newly rebuilt, complete with all 
accessories, 12-volt generator, $275. J. Christenson, 
3223 Adams Rd., Birmingham, Michigan. Ml 


49190. 

TRIUMPH SALOON custom aluminum Mulliner body 
underslung tube frame, right-hand drive, rare 
model, excellent shape, will swap for MG or conv. 
or best offer. R. Bisbee, 1342 Winnemac Ave., Chi- 


40, 
SEVEN 30x31/2 TIRES in very good condition. No 
ble offer refused or will swap for any 25- 


LEARN 


MEAT CUTTING 


Train quickly in 8 weeks at ye 
for secure future in vital meat b 

OUR OWN PROFITABLE 
Pay after graduation. 
Diploma. Job help. Thousands success- 
ful. Our 28th year! Send for FREE catalog. G.I. Approved. 
NAT’L SCH. OF MEAT CUTTING, Dept. 62-A, Toledo 4, 0. 


INCREASE POWER, raise compression, cut 
fuel costs for Studebakers. Send 10c for full 
information and prices on types listed below: 
TO V8 Bore 


Bore 
V-# Big Bore Head Gastets, $250 each ————— 
Ratio te for Stock & Race 


FRANK MORGAN CO. 
November 1953 


inch tires, 32x32, 33x4, or 34x41/2. R. Gigante, 30 
College St., Buffalo 1, N.Y. 

CUSTOM FIBERGLAS sports car, custom frame, new 
Studebaker V-8, overdrive, 2500 miles on car, like 
new throughout, $2650. Consider part trade. R. 
Martin, 460 S. Orange, Orange, Calif. 

‘30 P Il ROLLS ROYCE sedan; recent Inskip overhaul 
and in excellent mechanical condition, Barker body 
good and good tires, can be driven anywhere. $1000 
or consider trade of Pierce conv. H. Pierce Jr., 
Stratton Rd., New Rochelle, N.Y. 


SWAP 


‘50 MANNLICHER-SCHOENAUER .270, fired once, 
perfect condition, for ‘34 or ‘35 Ford phaeton, must 
run and be restorable, no wrecks or junk. J. 
Francis, 924-C S. Grevillea, Inglewood 1, Calif. 
STEAM LOCOMOTIVE, 3% in. scale, 2-8-4, precision 
workmanship, perfect condition, value $2500. For 
steam automobile, prefer Stanley, Doble, or White. 
B. Acker, 320 Park St. So., St. Petersburg, Fla. 


long use. . . . Order today 
money back guarantee. 


FOUR-WAY WELDER COMPANY 
2326 S. Michigan Av., Chicago 16, Il1., Dept. F27-K 


For owners and mechanics. By Bill Toboldt, pe 
Service Magazine. Covers Ford V-8's and 6's, 1932 t 
1952. — you know-how vad hundreds of top Ford 


back in 5 if vou want 
GOODHEA ART-WILLCOX 


Dept. 206, 1321 S. Michigan Ave., Chicago 5 


“ AIRLIFTS” 
distributed by 
E. J. SOLTIS 


Factory Representative and Distributor 


812 Pine Avenue * Long Beach 13, Calif. 
Phones 764-73 and 354-323 


Autogrone" KEY CHAINS 


Order for BUICK, CADILLAC, CHEVROLET, ovr 
CHRYSLER, DE SOTO, DODGE, FORD, HUDSON, fon svany Bf 
LINCOLN, MERCURY, PACKARD, OLDSMOBILE, OCCASION 
NASH, PLYMOUTH, PONTIAC, sTuDEBAKER. $1.00 @ 
Send Now-for our new Catalog of Auto Embossed 
Novelties, Accessories & Emblems . . 25¢ highly pleted) 


chrome finish, ¥ 


SPO enema 
P.O. Box 66—Culver City 8, Calif. 


Seventy-nine 
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$14.75 
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D. Complete with 
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kinks, tune-up specifications, how 10 increase gas an 
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Che Gift 


every man wants. 


of the Year’s Outstanding 
Books on the Automobile 


VALUE — $8.00 POSTPAID — $5.00 
4 GIFT WRAPPED IMMEDIATE SHIPMENT 
f Carbon Monoxide, Your Car and You.......... $2.00 
The Truth About American Cars 2.00 
The Big 3 and 1 More Make 4................ 2.00 


Make 
Behind the Scenes 1H Sclentifc Car Testing.. 2.00 


8.00 
GIFT PACKAGE ONLY $5.00 PREPAID 7 


He will never forget these profusely illustrated 
books by A. J. White, director of the world’s 
largest independent testing laboratory. He will re- 
read them a hundred times and never forget you. >, 
if he’s interested in cars or if he drives a car, % 
this is the outstanding gift for him this Xmas. 
Money back guarantee. 
Motor Vehicle inc. 
236 Huntington 


Hu 
Boston 15, pent. B-20 
Please rush to me Gift packages of 4 eut- 
standing books by A. J. White at $5.00 per package. 


by MOTOR VEHICLE RESEARCH, Inc. 
236 Huntington Ave., Boston 15, Mass. 


Now, Lowest Price Ever! New Improved 


TACHOMETER 
fully patented 14 95 


POSTPAID 
C.0.D.'s 

06-6000 R 

lined Dust-Free Case . Uni- 
versal Steering Column or Dash 
Mount at No Extra Cost « Op- 
erates Accurately from Any 6 
or 12 Volt Distributor ¢ Sim- 

installation, Connect 1 

re © Fully Guaranteed « 


BEECO Maryiand 


TOWELS 


Large Size 
assorted Colors ONLY $490 
yy Back Guarantee, Order Now 
muanAy HILL HOUSE, Dept. 82-C 
©seunn 157 East 31st St., New York 16, N. Y. 
Dealers’ Inquiries Invited 


LAW... 


STUDY AT HOME "lever success is business 
and public life. Greater opportunities now than ever before. 


More 
fi home during spare time. 

font material, paw rary. Low cost, 
juable ‘or 


> 
CUSTOM RADIO FOR 
1952°53 FORDS 
SUPERHETERODYNE BIG 6 x 9 
INCH SPEAKER LOW BATTERY $38°5 
DRAIN > EASY INSTALLATION 
PERMEABILITY TUNER LITERATURE ON REQUEST 


NORDIC RADIO COMPANY + BOX 582+EVANSTON, ILL. 
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WHEN THE HIDE-AWAY TRAILER 
hitch is not in use, it is completely hidden 
under the bumper. Constructed of steel plate 
and angle iron, the Hide-Away is said to 
accommodate large house trailers. It can 
be installed with a drill and wrench; no 
welding necessary. A spring is used to make 
the unit rattle-free. Price, $25.00 postpaid. 
MT-118. 


DOK ENGINE CONDITIONER is espe- 
cially recommended for high-performance 
engines by the manufacturer, who says his 
product improves engine performance, gives 
more power, better acceleration, stops carbon 
knock, keeps carburetors clean, and removes 
gum and carbon from upper cylinder areas. 
Regular use is said to keep heads carbon- 
free. Price (eight-ounce can), $1.25. MT-120. 


USING AN INTERESTING diffusion prin- 
ciple to reduce back-glare to the driver, this 
new road light is claimed to provide safer 
driving in all types of inclement weather, be it 
fog, mist, rain or snow. 

The easily installed kit includes the two 
lamps, wiring, foot control switch, relay, and 
detailed instructions. Available for six- or 12- 
volt cars. MT-122. 


ACCORDION-LIKE DESIGN of Voit’s 
flexible radiator hose enables it to bend and 
stretch with body or chassis movement. The 
hose was used on every car in this year’s 
“soo,” and, says the manufacturer, it 
achieved its popularity because of its ease 
of installation, ability to go “around corners,” 
longevity, and economy. Endorsed by many 
Indy mechanics. MT-119. 


WELL-KNOWN VALLEY CUSTOM Shop 
has announced the first product of its newly 
organized custom products branch. It’s a 
lowering kit for independent front suspen- 
sions, designed for Fords, Mercurys, and 
Lincolns. The kit, in either bolt-on or weld-on 
design, is said to give a 214 inch drop but 
allows the car to retain normal spring action. 
MT-121. 


THE SELECTA RADIATOR SHUTTER, 
imported from Holland, allows the driver to 
maintain any degree of engine temperature 
by a simple dash control. Designed for use 
on any car, it is said to be ideal for a car 
that runs hot in summer and cold in winter; 
also said to be just the thing for cars which 
run too hot with thermostats. Installation kit, 
$11.95. MT-123. 
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This department is not composed of paid adver- 
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refund if you are not satisfied. If you want to buy 
any item or items, or obtain additional goo amen 
write to TRENDS IN PRODUCTS, 5959 Hollywood 
Bivd., Los Angeles 28, Calif. Be sure to identify the 
items. by num 


on 
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MOTOR FORMULA 9 is an oil stabilizer 
that produces a slick film over motor parts to 
reduce friction, engine heat, carbon, and 
motor knock, according to company spokes- 
men. A money-back guarantee is offered if 
MF-g doesn’t give your car more than a 
dozen operating benefits. A 15 ounce can sells 
for $1.50, postpaid. Dealer inquiries invited. 
MT-124. 


NOW YOU CAN WATCH the races and 
clock car speeds at the same time. The distrib- 
utor -tells us this Swiss chronograph has 
separate second and minute dials, an auto- 
matic sweep hand and luminous dial. The 17- 
jewel watch on the left is said to be shock- 
resistant, has raised, golden numerals. Both 
watches are priced at $14.95, postpaid. Guar- 
anteed. MT-125. 


DESIGNED originally as a device to lower 
a headlight glare shield by foot-button, this 
solenoid kit (said to be valued at $17.95) 
comes complete with a seven-foot fiex cable, 
a three-contact toggle switch, a relay with 
fuse and mounting bracket, miscellaneous 
hardware, and the polaroid glare shield. Can 
be used on deck lids, hoods, etc. Price, $8.50 
postpaid. MT-126. 


NO OIL PRESSURE—1o ignition! Oiltrol, 
a hydroelectric switch, controls the electric 
current to the ignition by the oil pressure of 
the engine. Designed as a safety precaution, 
it prevents you from running the engine with 
no oil pressure. Oiltrol units are available for 
nearly every make and model car, truck, or 
tractor. Simple installation. MT-127. 
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announcing 
A NEW TREND 


ANTIQUES. 


THIS IS HOW IT 
BEGAN 

TWENTY OF THE 
BEST—FIRST 
DECADE 

TEN STANDOUTS 
—SECOND 


DECADE 
DEVELOPMENT OF 
THE AUTO 


CLASSICS 


A CLASSIC 
DEFINITION 
THE CLASSIC 
THRILL 
THESE CLASSIC 
BODY STYLES: 
Duesenberg 
Chrysler LeBaron 
or 
Mercedes 
Pierce Arrow 
Lincoln 
Stutz 
Packard 
Rolls- 
One of a kind 
BUY ING A PCLASSIC 
RESTORATION OF 
A CLASSIC 
THE CLASSIC 
PICTURE 


MORE THAN 225 PHOTOGRAPHS 
ILLUSTRATE THE RARE AND 
CLASSIC REMARKABLE AUTOMOBILES 
IN THIS AUTHORITATIVE NEW 

CARS dae? TREND BOOK; WITH FACTS ON 
AND $a HOW TO FIND--BUY—SELL— 

+RESTORE—AND ENJOY THESE 
ANTIQUES SPECIMENS OF A PAST BUT 
LAMENTED ERA. 


DON’T MISS 


le, ON YOUR NEWSSTAND 


—or order by mail: send 85¢ (postage included) to Trend 
Books, 5959 Hollywood Boulevard, Los Angeles 28, California 


STRONGER THAN STEEL _ 
LIGHTER THAN ALUMINUM 


MG HARD TOP 


MADE OF FIBRE GLASS 


Coubines Comfort and Beauty 
with Low 


AVAILABLE IN A GLOSSY BLACK FINISH OR 
IN A NEUTRAL GREY READY POR THE 
COLOR OF YOUR CHOICE, 


ADDRESS 
INQUIRIES TO 


INDUSTRIES, INC. 


925 10 MILE RD., HAZEL PARK 20, MICH. 


$139.50 
“Quality” Research—Design—Development 


F.0.B. 
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Suits made of DuPont’s Dacron polyester 
fiber are said to be a blessing to the mod- 
ern motorist. Now being introduced in 
limited quantity, the suits are made by 
various manufacturers in full Dacron and 
in combinations with wool or rayon. Out- 
standing wrinkle-resistance (especially 
when wet) and long-lasting freshness are 
but a few of its claims. 


If you’re an ex-Air Force pilot, you'll be 
certain to recognize the chukka boots on 
the left. Once again available, these top 
comfort items are by French, Shriner, and- 
Urner, as are the fleece-lined leather slip- 
pers (in many colors) and the long-wear- 
ing, smart-looking loafers. Look for the 
French, Shriner, and Urner sign at better 
shoe stores all over the U.S. 


You'll see few Maxwells along Fifth 
Avenue these days, but Brook’s new short- 
collared, lightweight broadcloth blouse is 
right up to the minute in the style parade. 
Vat-dyed and Sanforized for safe-washing, 
the shirt is:made with French cuffs, sizes 
to to 18, and retails for $5.95. 


For retail sources write 
MOTOR TREND, Dept. 511 


NEXT MONTH 


With Christmas coming, it is only natu- 
ral for you to start thinking about gifts 
for your relatives and friends. We’ll help 
you out on this problem, with a special 
section on 


“GIFTS FOR YOUR CAR” 


This is the time of year for new ideas 
for entertainment; you'll like our fun 
contest with prizes: 


“DO YOU KNOW YOUR CARS?” 


Then, of course, there are many other 
features, including some recent history 
you'll not want to miss: 
“SPORTS CARS—REVOLUTION 
OR EVOLUTION?” 
In the December Motor Trenp, com- 
_bined with Auto Sportsman. 


ON YOUR NEWSSTAND 
NOVEMBER 25TH 


Motor Trend 
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EDITORS’ IMPARTIAL TESTS PROVE: 


New Self-Charging Battery 
Outlasts, Outperforms Others 221% 


few months ago, we started producing a new battery which we 

frankly believe to be many years ahead of its time. When 

we announced that this new battery developed 15 amperes 

more power than other batteries and would automatically bounce 

back to life again and again after being deliberately and completely 

discharged, technical editors of leading magazines raised their 
eyebrows. 

When we added that we had named it the Lifetime Battery be- 
cause of its life (meaning exceptional power ) and the time it would 
last (3 to 4 times as long as ordinary batteries ), and that we guaran- 
teed it for six years, these editors were understandably doubtful, to 
put it mildly. One publisher, in fact, refused to accept advertising 
for this battery until what he then considered to be our extreme 
claims were carefully tested. 

One of the editors said: “Let us test this battery, any way we 
see fit. If it does what you claim, it’s news our readers will be inter- 
ested in. If it’s no good, our readers will be interested in that, too, 
and that’s the way we'll write the story.” We said “go ahead” and 
they took a standard Lifetime Battery off the production line and 
went to work. 

You may have read the result of the first test in a famous auto- 
motive magazine (name on request). Using two well-known bat- 
teries ( possibly the best-known high-quality batteries in the world ) 
for comparison, they first ran the Lifetime Battery down completely 
and let it re-charge itself automatically. They repeated this test 43 
times the first day, then compared its strength with the other two 
batteries. Results: the Lifetime Battery was 204% stronger than the 
strongest of the other two batteries. They discharged the Lifetime 
Battery another 20 times, allowing it to re-charge itself automatic- 
ally each time, and compared all batteries again: the Lifetime Bat- 
tery was now 213% stronger than one battery, 221% stronger than 
the other! Next, they put a punishing 300-amp load on the Lifetime 
Battery; it survived that in good shape. So they repeated the self- 
recharging test again and finally concluded: “... unprecedented 
life expectancy . .. remarkable recuperative characteristics . . . out- 
performed the others in every respect and by a comfortable margin 
... an outstanding value.” 


The editor of another magazine (name on request) heard about 
the tests and asked to “give the thing a real test, one that would 
burn up the average battery.” We gave him the same battery and 
challenged him to “finish it off.” He installed it in his own car and 
drove the car on the battery alone, shifting gears as he would nor- 
mally, until his “fingers were sore from holding the starter key... 
Ihate to admit it, but I was outlasted by a battery.” 

Still another editor wrote: “. .. definite battery improvement... 
on recuperative power, greater initial output...obviously high 

ity.” 


During inde- 
pendent tests in 
Alaska and the 
U.S., the Lifetime 
Battery was in- 
tentionally dis- 
charged under 
sub-freezing 
conditions, re- 
charged itself 
automatically & 
started car at 
Engineered for Cold Climates 

Soon after the Lifetime Battery went into production, we selected 
a few dealers in northern U.S. and Alaska, shipped them a few 
batteries and waited to see how the dealers and the public would 
react, Our Alaska dealer told us that before presenting it to his cus- 
tomers, he was going to give the battery an Arctic test: discharge 
it completely then freeze it at 30 below zero for 72 hours. Result: 
the battery had recharged itself and immediately started the car. 
Immediately we received a telegraphed order from Alaska for 
$6,043 worth of Lifetime Batteries! 

6-Year Guarantee Saves You Up to $107 

The ‘average deluxe battery lasts 1.4 years at a typical cost of 
$25.00, or $107.00 for a 6-year period. This arithmetic is making 
sense to people who are tired of throwing money away on batteries 
that just won’t hold up. We believe it will make sense to you, too 
—particularly since the Lifetime Battery you buy now can easily 
be transferred to your new car whenever you trade in. 


12-volt and 6-voilt Available 


Here’s more arithmetic that makes sense: the Lifetime Battery 
sells in the U.S. at one price for all cars: $29.95 for 6-volt, $34.95 
for 12-volt including excise tax. 


Supply Limited: 
Order Today by Mail! 


Although plant facilities are be- 
ing expanded, supply is still lim- 
ited, If your dealer can’t supply 
you, order direct by mail from 
the factory; we pay freight. 


CONTINENTAL MANUFACTURING CORPORATION (Marketing Division, Consolidated Engineers) 
Dept. MT-11, Washington Boulevard at Motor Avenue, Culver City, California 


Dealers NOW BEING APPOINTED 
TO HANDLE DEMAND 


Dealerships are now being awarded to take care of 
demand generated by $1,000,000 advertising cam- 
paign plus articles in national magazines. Write 
today for full information, including reprints of edi- 
tors’ tests and case histories from present dealers. 


| Continental Manvfacturing Corporation, Dept. MT-11 
Washington Blvd. at Motor Ave., Culver City, Calif. 
Please ship Lifetime Battery at once: 

+6-volt ($29.95 including = 

D 12-volt ( $34.95 including tax 


for. 


make, model, year of car ) 

DI enclose cash, check, or money order: you pay 
shipping cost. 
CI enclose $5 deposit, will pay balance & shipping 

costs C.O.D. 


Name 


Address 
City. 


Zone. State. 
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DOUGLASS 
DUAL MUFFLER SETS 
The Douglass Dual Muffier . 


Set, like all Douglass Equip- 
ment, is designed to give 


AT 


the car owner a new 
ance thrill. Economical, efficient 
. and durable, the Dual Set is com- \> 
plete and ready for installation. 


Motorists who know...agree that “straight 
thru” exhaust systems improve performance, 
increase horsepower, save motoring dollars. 
“Straight thru” exhaust equipment... the 
best of it...is what we are talking about 


Douglass | 


MUFFLER QUALITY DOESN'T JUST HAPPEN 
IT’S ENGINEERED 


Packed Muffler represents 
and development. Its su- 
e, longer life end greater efficiency 
roducts @f sound We 


System is the lates? and greatest 

\engineering achievement of Doug- 
lass. This is a header Set precisioned 
to,fit yo 
tremendovsly, and deliver in- 
creased hor. 
needed to 


when we talk of lass. 
Ask the Muffler Specialist in you neighbor- 

Douglass ipment at 
Automotive P Parts Dealers 


rear 


1916 West Valley Boulevard, Dept. M “Cali 


THE POWER FLOW lees Exhaust — 


car, reduce back pressure 


ower where it is. 


= 
| cauld build as good Muiier as the lass. 


